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PR E FA CE. 


HE great ultility of Epiſtolary Writing 
IT is ſo well known, that the neceſfity of 
being acquainted with an art replete with 
X ſuch advantages is needleſs to inſiſt upon. 
Thoſe who are accompliſhed in it are too 
bappy in their knowledge to need farther 
information concerning its excellence. And 
ſuch as are unqualified to convey their ſenti- 
„1 ments to a friend, without the aſſiſtanoe of 
a third perſon, feel their deficiency fo levere-. 
ly, that nothing need be faid to convince 
them, it is their intereſt to become acquaint- 
ed with what is ſo neceſſary and agreeable. 

Had letters been known at the beginning 
of the word, Epiſtolary Writing would have 
been as old as love and friendſhip ; for, as 
2 toon as they began to flouriſh, the verbal 
meſlenger was dropped, the language of the 
cart was committed to characters that faith- 
fully preſerved it, ſecrecy was maintained, 
and ſocial intercourſe rendered more free and 
2 agreeable, 

Some of the moſt ancient compoſitions 
2 were written in this me- er, and the Light 
of the Goſpel, was delivered by the holy 
3 Apoſtles in the Epiſtolary way. 

The Romans were perfect maſters of this 
3 art, as Cicero's Letters ſufficiently evince; 
nor are the Moderns leſs ſenſible of its excel- 
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lencies. 


that it ſeems to have triumphed over almoſt 


every other ſpecies of compoſition ; the Hil- 
we have the Greek 1 
and Roman Hiſtories as well. as that of our A 
own nation, admirably executed in letters. 


torian has adopted it; 


Some of the fineſt French writers 
have built their fame upon Epiſtolary Cor- 
reſpondence; and the Engliſh are at preſent 7 
io convinced of the advantages attending 
this method of conveying their. ſentiments, 


Almoſt every thing didactive, and perceptive, + vi 


is delivered in this way; the Novelliſt finds 


great Poet 1s 


the method of conveying, his intelligence in 
Letters. 


o conclude: Letters: are the life of trade, 


the fuel of love, the pleaſure of friendſhip, 
the food of the politician, and. the entertain- 


ment of the curious. 

o ſpeak to thoſe we love or eſteem, is the 
onto ſatisfaction we are capable of know-. 
Ing, and the next is, being able to converſa 


with them by letter. 


it better adapted to his purpoſe than any * 
other mode of writing. No 
without his familiar Epiſtle to his Friend; 
and the Traveller famed loſt, till he found 
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DIRECTIO NS 


WRITING LETTERS. 


«epiſtolary. 


C. bi 


T was a juſt obſervation of the honeſt Quaker, 
that, Fe man think tauice before he ſpeak, hell ſpeak 


* vice the better for it. With great propriety the above 
may be applied to all ſorts of writing, particularly the 


In letters from one relation to another, the differ- 
ent characters of the perſons. muſt be firſt conſidered: 


Thus a father in writing to a ſon will nie a gentle 


Authority; a ſon to a father will expreſs a filial duty. 
And again, in friendſhip, the heart will dilate itſelf 
with an honeſt freedom; it will applaud with ſin- 


_»Cerity, and cenſure-with modeſt reluctance. 


In letters concerning trade, the ſubject matter will 


pe conſtantly kept in view, and the greateſt perſpi- 
Fuity and brevity obſerved by the different correſ- 


pondents; and in like manner, theſe rules may be 


Applied to all other fubjects, and conditions of life, 
piz. a comprehenfive idea of the ſubject, and an 
unaffected ſimplicity, though modeſty, in expreſſion. 


othing more need be added, only that a conſtant 


attention to the above for a few months, will ſoon 


Fonvince the learner, that his time has not been 


Apent in vain. 


1 


Indeed, an aſſiduous attention to the ſtudy of any 


* 


art, even the moſt difficult, will enable the learner to 


Jurmout every difficulty; and writing letters to his 


rorreſpondents becomes equally eaſy as ſpeaking in 


-Fompany. A careful attention to the plain and {im- 
ple rules laid down in the preceding Grammar, will 


— 
— — 


Cs one Bad! = a 
— = — — 


r 


2 


e 
— — 


rr. , 


2 2 72 
— —— 2 


— 


538 = 2 a 
— — — 
* ” 


2 e 


Xii 


DIRECTIONS FOR WRITING LETTERS, 


NEW, PLAIN, and EASY 


ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


07 GRAMMAR. 


. Goo AR is the art of ſpeaking properly, adiae 


well, and writing correctly. It contains four grand 
diviſions, ws. 


ORTHOGRAPHY, or the art of ſpelling. 

PRosop , or the art of pronouncing and reading. 
ANaLOGY, or the derivation and meaning of words. 
SYNTAX, or the uſe of words in forming ſentences. 


Of OrTHOGRAPHY. 


There are twenty-ſix letters in the Engliſh Language, 
Dix. as b, C, d, Cz 5 2, h, i, Is K, 1 m, n, O, Ps q,7r,1, t, 
u, Vs Wo Xs Vs .. Of theſe; five letters, that is, a, e, i, 
o, u, are always vowels, and y is a vowel only when it 
comes at the end of a word ; the other twenty letters are 
conſonants. 

By a vowel I mean a letter 1 has a perfect and 
diſtinct ſound of itſelf; on the contrary, a conſonant ſig- 
nifies a letter which cannot form a diſtin& ſound without 
a vowel either before or after it. 

When two vowels meet together, they are called dou- 
ble vowels; without a vowel, either ſingle or double, no 
ſyllable or word can poſibly be les i and there are 


juſt ſo many ſyllables in a word as there are vowels, ſingle 
or double. B 


. b 
KK 


_— 
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© BY A PLAIN AND EASY 


RuLEs for SPELLING. 


1. When a conſonaat comes between two yowels, in 
dividing the ſyllables, it muſt go to the latter, as pa-per, 


1i De V. 


2. When two conſonants of the ſome kind come to- 
gether in the middle of a word, they muſt be divided, as 
in bor-row, com mon. 

When two or more conſonants come together i in the 
5 of a word, they muſt be placed according to the 
diſtin ſound, which generally happens to fall on che laſt 
ſyllable, as in be-fpread, re-/lore 5 yet in pub-liſh, aobim per, 


&c. they are beſt divided, becauſe the pronounciation re- 
quires it. 


Two vowels in the middle of a word, that have 
diſind ſounds, muſt be placed in different ſyllables, 


A word of one ſyllable is called a monoſyilable ; a word 


of two ſyllables a aiffllable ; words of three ſyllables are 


termed zr Yyllables; and words of many { Fe polypillables. 


Of PROS0OOD Y. 


As proſody teaches a grace fu manner of pronouncing 
any thing we ſpeak, or read, it is one of the politeſt ac- 

compliſiments we can attain. 

In pronouncing y Hables and words, two things are to 
be regarded, viz. quantity and accent 5 that is, every ſylla- 
ble muſt be ſounded according to its proper quantity, and 
every word of two, or more ſyllables, muſt have its pro- 
Per accent. | 

Quantity is the dillinctien of f. yllables into long and 
ſhort. 

The fort quantity is nown by a quick pronunciation, 
as, net ; aud the long quantity, by a flaw pronunciation, 
as nate ; the latter rakes twice the time 1n pronouncing 
that the former does. 

The accent is that peculiar ſtreſs of ET which is laid 
upon ſome particular ſyl'able in a word, as on Ro in Ro- 
man, and the emphaſis is a remarkable ſtreſs of voice laid 
upon ſome particular word in a ſentence to make the 
ſenſe more ſtriking; thus in this ſentence I vill wvalk 
heme, if the emphaſis is placed upon J, it means myſelf, 
and not any other perſon; it the emphaſis is placed on 
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alk, it inſinuates, I do not mean to ride; and if it 1s 
placed on home, it ſignifies it is home I intend to go to, and 
not any other place. 

A principal thing in proſody is to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the points or ſtops, as they regulate the voice 
in what you read, and prevent confuſion, and perplexity; 
their names and marks are as follow: | 


Comma 55 Period, or Full Point \: | 
Semicolon 8; Note of Interrogation 4 ? þ 
Coion 8 Note of Admiration t 1 | 


The comma makes a ſmall part of a ſentence, where a 
ſhort breathing time may be permitted without injuring 
the ſenſe, and ailows you to ſtop while you can deliberately 
ſay one. The /emicolon divides the ſenſe into portions, and 
allows you to ſtop while you can ſay one, one. The colon 
marks where the ſenſe is complete, but not the ſentence, 


and allows you to ſtop while you can count one, one, re. 


The period marks where the ſenſe is complete, and allows 


yon to ſtop while you can ſay cue, one, one, ore. The nate 


of interrogation is placed after all queſtions ; and the note of . 
admiration after all ſudden emotions of the ſoul, or every 
thing which gives ſarprize ; the breataing-times at both 
are the ſame as at the period. 3 
Though rules may greatly aſſiſt, they cannot complete the 
learner in this part of grammar; becauſe it does not de- 
pend ſa much upon a ſet of principles laid down, as upon 
a cloſe imitation of others; we can only therefore recom - 
mend it to thoſe who wiih to quabfy themſelves in this 


XZ uſeful and ornamental part of grammar, to obſerve with 


attention, and diligently imitate the manner and practice 
of the politeſt ſpeakers, and moſt accompliſhed readers, 


1 Ax Al OT. _ 

Analogy, or the meaning of words, comprizing ehmo- 
ogy, or their derivation, is the molt extenfive part of 
grammar, There are four kinds of words, or parts of 
ſpeech, +4 "4H f 
Names, 
(Qualities, | 
Atfirmations, 
Particles, 
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Of NauEs. 
Names, or nouns fulftantive, as they have been called, 


expreſs all things that are objects of the /en/es, or under- "8 
Handling, or every thing that we can ſee, feel, ſmell, bear, 


taſte, or conceive, as a picture, a blow, a W a fon, 


Fweetneſs, time, fortune, & c. 


There are three ſorts of names, common, proper, and per- 


ſenal. Common names expreſs the whole ſpecies or kind; as * 
man, city, river, are common to all men, all cities, all river. 
Prefer names diftinguith particulars from others of the 
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ſame kind; as Joh is the name of a particular man, Lon- 


_—_ of a particular city, and Thames of a particular river. 


Per/enol names, which have been uſua ly called pronetns, 1 


are ſuch as are uſed inſtead of other names, in order to avoid 


the repetition of the fame word; as 7 inſtead of my name, 


thcu or you inſtead of your name, he and ſhe inſtead of his 
name, or her name, and it where there is ao diſtinction of ſex, 78 
There are three perſons in theſe names; the firſt is te 
perſon ſpeaking, the ſecond is the perſon ſpoken to, the 


third is che perſon ſpoken of. 


There are two numbers, finguiar and plural, the ff ngular 0 
number ſpeaks of one, as man, the plural of more than one, 
as men Some words have no plural, as London, Tork, and 47 


others no fingular, as hes, bellows, &e. 
The perſons are uſed in both numbers, thus: 
Singular. Plural. 
Firſt perſon” , or me e, us 
Second ditto - thou, or you - - ye, or you 
Third ditto - be, ſhe, it, this, that they, theſe, thoſe. 


Names have two genders, maſculine and feminine. he 
majculine gender expreſſes the male, as man. Vorſe; and the 
ſeminine the female, as aveman, mare. i here arc beſides 
tuo modes of gender, the neuter and doubiful; the neue: 
expreſſes things without life, which conſequently can have ©; 


no ſex, as o flick, or a „tone; the doubiful requires another 


word to explain it, as ſparrow, requires either cock or hn 


to be placed before it, to determine its gender. 


Of QuaALIT1Es. 


Qualities, or, as they have been called, adjectives, are 


words expreſſive of the manners, properiies, affections, and 


qualities of names or things, as goed, bad, black, wobite, &c. 


ENGLISH GRAMMAR, 17 


Qualities are diſtinguiſhed by making ſenſe with the word 
ching after them, as god thing, bad thing, black thing, white 
thing, &c. © s 
1 Names are ſometimes changed into the nature of qua- 
4 XZ lities, as man's nature, for the nature of man; Pope's abo, 
2 20 for the works of Pope ; the King's palace, for the palace of 
IE. 5 g paiace, for Pp 
ir. IE the King—theſe are termed pve qualities, and anſwer 
; as io the genitive caſe of the Latin ; The poſſeſſi ve quality 13 
ern, the only caſe we have in Engliſh. 3 
Quaalities are compared by two degrees formed from the 
on. word in its pgſtive ſtate—thus if the quality in its pgftive 
Fate is black, in the comparative degree it is blacker, or more 


uns, 7 black ; and in the ſuperlative degree, or the utmoſt increaſe, 
'oid BY or diminution of its firſt quality, it is Slacteſt, or maſt black. 


= . 
EP, 


—_— 19 5 | Of AFFIRMATIONS. | | | 
” 2 Affrmations, which have been called verbs, expreſs Le- 
EX. 5, S + y 


"op ing, doing, or Juffering, VIS. being, as John is ; doing, as 
I owe; ſuffering, as I am beaten. 8 . 
the There are three ines, or enſes, the preſent, paſt, and 


7 futures or things now doing, that have been done, or will 
war be done hereafter 5 theſe are again ſubdivided into the ime 
one, not perfectly paſt, and the time long paſt. | 


© The preſent time affirms the thing as love, dance; the 
paſt time generally ends in ed, as hwed, danced ; the other 
d˙ũtimes are expreſſed by have, Hall, will ; as J do love, he 

Hall love, ſhe will bus ;. thus the perſonal names J, thou, 


. 
be, /be, they, &. are aſſiſtant to the affirmations, and de- 


are expreſſed by the affirmalion itſelf, its other times, and 


note their uber and perſon. As only two times, or tenſes, 
oſe. - 4 
0 he manners are denoted by the nine following words, do, will, 
tne 


all, may, can, muſt, ought, have, am, or te, which are called 
ſides "7 helping affirmations. | 
3 f Ne CS Of PARTICLES. | 5 
hor Ol. Particles denote ſome circumſtance of an action, and 
r join words together; hence they are called the manners of 
> aords, and are of four forts, wiz. | 

Adverb denote the manner or quality of the affirma- 
22 tion, or verb, as I fought well, which thews in what manner 
Are 5 1 fought. | ” | 
Peirepoſitions denote ſome circumſtance of action, and ſhes/ 
& #3} 2h relation of words to each other 5 as Þl] 20 OVER the bridge, 
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you live Wir Hour e city; where over and without are 
Prepoſitions, | 

Conjundions join words and ſentences together; as Bab 
2went to the fair, and 1 went with him. In which ſentence 
the word and is a conjunction, and joins its two diſtinct 
parts together. | 

Dterjettions denote ſome ſudden emotion or paſſion of 
the ſoul, and are independent of any other words; as oh! 
alas! indeed! ah! huſh ! hark! &c. 


Of SYNTAX, 


Syntax, or the compoſition of ſentences, teaches you 
to apply what you have learnt in the foregoing rules. 

A ſentence muſt contain abſolutely, at leaſt one affi- 
mation, and one name, of which ſomething is aftirmed, as 
ed is juſt, This is called a fmple ſeutence but if we ſay | 
Cod is juſt, bat man ts unjuſt, it is a compound jentence, as it 


contains two fimple ſentences joined together by the c -- 


Junion but. | | | 
Ihe chief rule in the conſtruction of ſentences is, that 
the affrmaticn mult agree with the name in number and 
perſon, as John runs well ; where the proper name, jon x, 
and the affirmation, runs, are both in the 1hird perſon ſingie- 
lar, and conſequently agree. To find the zame in any ſen- 
tence which ſhould agree with the afirmatzen, aſk the que- 
tion, Who? and the arfwer given it, as in the above ſen- 


tence, ſay Who runs well? Anſwer, Jou x John is there- 


fore the name to agree with the #firmation, runs. : 
The name of multitude mult be ſingular; thus the crow, 

is great, not are great, becauſe it is but one crowd. 4 
When two f/ingular names are joined together by a con- 


janction, the affirmation muſt be plural; thus Bill a N D Tom 


fabt, not fights. | 


The articles a, or an, and the, come before names and 
qualities 5 a is placed before a conſonant, an before a vowe!, 


and the indifferently before both: But ſometimes in con- 


ſtruction they are placed between the graliry and name, s 


þo fair a face ; fo goed an example ; hew great the gift. 
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LETTER I. 


From a Merchant in London, to the Maſter of a College, re- 
commending his Son to his Care as a Pinil, 


Rev. SIR, London, Oct. 4, 1793. 
EE opinion I have long had of your abilities as a 
I ſcholar, your behaviour as à gentleman, and piety 
as a Chriſtian, encourage me to ſolicit your kind aſſiſtance 


in an affair of very great importance. | 


uud My ſon Charles has finiſhed his grammatical ſtudies in 

"oy Merchant- Taylors? School, and 1s very defirous of being 

750 entered as a commoner in your univerſity. The variety 
t I 


of buſineſs, which I have on my hands, requires my con- 
ſtant reſidence in London; bur, being willing to diſcharge 


| and 1 


„my duty as a father, I know not any gentleman in Oxford, 
els to whoſe fidelity I could fo readily truſt, as yourſelf; and, 
COIN. 


2, 0: 


if you approve of this, the youth fhall be fent on the re- 
turn of your anſwer. He ſhall be left entirely to your 
direction, and I doubt not but you will treat him with the 


ſame tenderneſs as if he was your own. 


J am, Sir, &c. 
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LETTER I. 
The Dolior's Anſaver. 


SIR, "2 
Received yours by this day's poſt; and am extremely x 
pleaſed with your reſolution of giving your fon a ü. 1 
beral Ap re My long refidence in this ſeat of learn- | 
ng, has furniſhed me with many opportunities of ſtudying | 'H 
tne Cifferent paſſions and capacities of youth. Our term 1 
begins next week, and if you pleaſe to ſend the young | "3 
ventleman, you may reſt aſſured of his being Ke I 5 


under my own direction, and the greateſt care taken boch 
of his ſtudies and morals. 


Oxford, Oct. 6, 1793. J am, Sir, &c.. 


LRTTEN III. 
From @ young Gentleman to his Fathers 


FIONOURED SIR, SOR 1 
FTER entreating you to make acceptable my duty, 
to my mother, and love to my ſiſters, I embrace 
this opportunity of letting you know how happily Iam 
ſettled in the family of the worthy doctor. Ihe good 
gentleman and his amiable lady, do every thing in their 
power to make my life agreeable during the intervals of 
my attendance on the public leQures. The doctor has 
begun to teach me geometry, and I nope ſoon to be able 
io make ſome progreſs in that uſeful ſcience. _ 7 
have endeavoured to be as good an œconomiſt as 
poſlible, but at preſent am obliged to purchaſe ſeveral | 
books : I knew your tenderneſs and generoſity, and doubt 
not of heariry from you ſoon. 
] am, Sir, 


Your affectionate and dutiful Son, 


ft 


duty 
race 
am 


ro0d RES 


7 23 
- . 

2ͤ2ͤũõ.«.qsʒ 

5 $5. 

7 

of 

+ 

4 
Y x 
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LETTER IV. 
The Father's Anſwer. 


Drzar CHARLES, #5 „ 
Received your letter, and am greatly pleaſed to hear 
of the progreſs you make in your ſtudies, as well as 

{ know the doctor is a worthy 


ſon. | 
As to the affair you mention, concerning the books, 


the incloſed order will convince you that nothing on 


my part ſhall be wanting to furniſh you with every thing 


$ neceſſary; as I am aſſured, from the whole of your for- 


mer conduct, that you will not require any thing border- 
ing on {uperfluity. 55 
= I am your affectionate Father. 


LETTER V. 


| Frem a Merchant's Widow, to a Lady, a diſtant Relation, in 
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Beba of her two Orphans. 


Mapanm, : Z 
HN you look at the ſubſcription of this letter, I 
doubt not of your being much ſurpriſed with its. 


racter, than that I have the honour of being your relation, 
that | have preſumed to trouble you with this. 

My Iate huſband, whom, you know was reputed to be 
in affluent circumſtances, has been dead about {ix months; 
his whole accounts have been ſettled with his creditors, 
and becauſe of many loſſes and bad debts, there is not 
above one hundred pounds left for myſelf: I have a ſon 
juſt turned of fourteen, whom I want to bind apprentice 
to a reputable trade; and a daughter near ſeventeen, 
whole education has rendered her incapable of acting as 
a menial ſervant, although ſhe would willingly be the 


* 
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companion of ſome young lady, where ſhe might be treated 

with familiarity and tenderneſs. In circumſtances fo diſ. Wl 

trefling, | have preſumed to addreſs myſelf to you: Your i: 
long acquaintancs with the world will enable you to direq 

me how to proceed, and J doubt not but your unbounded 
generolity will induce you to comply with a requeſt die- 
tated by the ſeverity of affliction, 


—— 5 
LETTER VI. 

Tae Lady's dafwer, 
Mapam, » 
Know not whether I am more affected with the modeſt 
repreſentation of your afſtiction, or pleaſed that I have 
it in my power to aſſiſt you. You fee, Madam, that all 7”. 
human expectations are vain, and cften attended with de- 
ception: When we think our circumſtanees are inde- "oF" 
pendent, there is generally ſome latent miſchief hidden 8 
under the ſpecious appearance ; and this ſhould teach us 
continually to look. to that Providence which ſuperintends 8 
the affairs of this lower worid, ard orders all for the good 
of its creatures, With reſpect to your two children, I 
have propoſed the following ſcheme for their benefit: 1 

Let the boy think of ſome ande to which his inclina- W 
tions lead him, and I will biovide him with every neceſ. Ws 
ſary during his apprenticeſhip; and at the expiration of 
that term (if his behaviour is agreeable) advance ſome- 
thing to ſet him up in buſineſs, As for tne girl, let her 
be immediately ſent to my houſe, where the ſhall be 
broug':.up along with my daughters, and every tuning 
in my power Cone to ſe ve tier, | DN 
15 expect that, from time to time, you will communicate 
to me an account of your own circumttances, that 1 max 
be 5 nappy i in alleviating every calamity. 8 

I am, &c, 


DIFFERENT RELATIONS, 23 


„ LETTER VII. 

er bi | From the young Gentleman to his Mother, during his Ap- 
ien 8 : ; frenticeſbip. 

nded | 1 


FHowouURED MorneR, 
OUR having retired into the country, has hindered 
me from writing to you fo often as I could wiſh. 
ver ſince | was Pond to Mr. Anſon, he has treated me 
8 pvith every ſort of indulgence, and | have endeavoured 
acquire the good-will of all our cuſtomers. I know 
hat you are ſo ftraitened in your own circumſtances, as 


* tare in that particular, and generouſſy ſupplied me from 
ime to time. In every part of my conduct 1 ſhall en- 


ode ſt eavour to act conſiſtently with the brlaciples of virtue, 
have nd am, with the utmoſt reſpect and datv, 

at all Your affectionate Son. 

1 de- RD 

2 LETTER VIII. 

dden | 5 

ch us From the young Gentle vbeman to her Mother. 

tends HoxouRED Mor HER, 

good N my laſt I informed you that my worthy bene factreſs, 
5.14 Mrs. Howard, had been extremely ill: I have the 


i Feaſare to aſſured you, that ſhe is now perfectly recovered. 
lina- ES ZT te happineſs of my preſent ſituation may be conceived, 
5 pp Y P 


eceſ. we t it is not in my power to deſcribe it. After we get op 
on of | the morning, the family are called together, to return 
dome wg to the Almighty for his preſerving them during 
© her by ; Pe preceding night, and to implore his protection the re- 


It be 7 haining part of the day: Afterwards we retire to break- 


taing 1 =. | During the forenoon, we young ones walk into the 

Far den, or the fields, whilſt the good lady is employed in 
icate 10 enſing medicines to her poor tenants, At one o'clock 
may e dive, and afterwards retire to the ſummer-houſe, when 
5 2 e lach, in her turn, reads ſome part of the beſt Engliſh 
o. 1 riters, wWhilſt the others are employed in needle-work. 


2&0 hear he is ſettled in ſo good a family. 
7 J am, honoured Madam, 
Your affectionate and dutiful Daughter. 


Pot to be able to afford me pocket- money ; but I have 
he pleaſare to inform you that Mrs. Howard has taken 


have received a letter from my brother, and am glad 
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From a young Man to his Father, d 05 ring him to interced: 9 
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LETTER IX. 


avith his Maſter to take him again into his er vice. 


Ho NUR ZD SIR, 
ITH ſhame, ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of gal, 7 
I have preſumed to write to you at this time. 9 
doubt not but you have heard of the irregularities in my 
conduct, which at laſt proceeded ſo far, as not only to in- ſy. 
duce me to deſert the ſervice of the beſt of matters, but 
to run into the commiſſion of thoſe vices that might have 
proved fatal to me. It was the allurements of vicious 
company that firſt tempted me to forſake the paths 1 
virtue, and negle& my duty in a family where I was? 
treated with the greateſt tenderneſs. Fully ſenüble of my 
fault, I am willing to make every reparation in my power; 
but know not of any other, than by acting Samay 7 
oppoſite to my former conduct. Let me beg of you, vi, F ; 
to intercede with my worthy maſter to take me again into 
his ſervice, and my whole future lite ſhall be one con- 
tinued act of gratitude. I am, Sir, | 1 1 


* 
. _ 
5 * 
* 


$4 i”, > 


Your affectionate, though undutiful Son. <a 

2 8 ; 

The Father's Anſwer. | a 33 

My year CHILD, 8 : 


F ever you live to be a father, you will know what 1 
feel for you on the preſent occaſion. Tenderneſs as 
a parent, reſentment on account of ingratitude, — a real 
concern for your future happineſs, and reſpect for the 
worthy man whoſe ſervice you deſerted, all conſpire to- 
gether to agitate my mind to different purpoſes ; ; but pa- 
ternal affection becomes predominant, and I] am obige 
to act as your friend, although I am afraid you have con- 
hdered me as your enemy; | have written to your maſter, 
and juſt now received his anſwer; còpies of which 1 haveß 15 
ſent incloſed. Your maſler is willing again to receive 
you into his ſervice, and 1 hope your behaviour will be B 
correſpondent to ſo much lenity. wo 
Jam your affectionate Father. 
4 


— — — 
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LETTER XI. 
T he Father's Letter to the Maſter. 


My woxr RT FRIEND, | 

1 Have often written to you with pleaſure, but, alas! I 
1 am conſtrained at preſent to addreſs myſelf to you on 
a ſubject I little expected. I have juſt now received a 
letter from my ſon, by which I am informed, that he has 
0 . left your ſervice, through the inſtigation of evil company: 
- but bis letter contains a penitential acknowledgment of his“ 
X offence, together with a declaration of his reſolution to 
act conſiſtently with his duty for the future. He has 


8 
5 
4 * 
7 


7 ® an afflicted parent, and oblige 
= | 5 Your ſincere Well-wiſher. 


1 Arran n. 
o The Maſters Anjaver, 
Six, 3 | ” 
| VER fince I firſt conſidered the ſtate of human na- 
SY ture, or the difference between right and wrong, I 
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have always preferred mercy to the ſeverity of jultice. 
what | However ſeaſonable your requeſt may appear to yourſelf, 
neſs as yet to me it was really unneceſſary. I am a father, Sir, 
a reil and can feel at leaſt part of what you ſuffer. My reſent- 
or the ment age inſt the young man is leſs than my anxiety for his 
ire to- happineſs ; and were] ſure of his adhering to an uninter- 
but pa. rupted courſe of virtue, I ſhould have more rea! pleaſure 


] have 


z mitted any fault whatever. 


$3 
2 


ther. 1 am, Sir, your affectionate friend. 
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LTTER XIII. F 
From a Mother in Town, to her Daughter at a Boarding 2 1 
in the Country, recommending the Fra of . Virtue. 


Dear CHILD, | 1 


LTHOUGH we are ſeparated in perſon, yet you 328 

are never abſent from my thoughts; and it is my 4 
continual practice to recommend you to the care of that 4 
Being, whoſe eyes are on all his creatures, and to whom | 4 


IP 


the ſecrets of all hearts are open: but J have been lately 


ſomewhat alarmed, becauſe your two laſt letters do not A 
run in that ſtrain of unaffected piety as formerly. What, $ 
my dear, 1s this owing to? Does virtue appear to you as | 2 
unpleaſant? Is your beneficent Creator a hard maſter, or | 
are you reſolved to embark in the faſhionable follies of a ! 
gay, unthinking world ? Excuſe me, my dear, Jam a 1 
mother, and my concern for your happineſs is inſepa- 
rably connected with my own. Perhaps I am miſtaken, 
and, what I have conſidered as a fault, may be only the 
effuſions of youthful gaiety.— I ſhall conſider it in that 
light, and be extremely glad, yea happy, to find it ſo. 
Uſefol inſtructions are never too often inculcated, and, 
therefore, give me leave again to put you in mind of that 
duty, the performance of which alone can make you happy, 1 
both in time and in eternity. #20 
Religion, my dear, is a dedication of the whole man; 
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to the will of God, and virtue is the actual operation of, 
that truth, which diffuſes itſelf through every part of our 
conduct: Its conſequences are equally beneficial as i:5 pro- 


miſes: Her ways are ways of plealanineſs, and all her 
paths are peace.“ 52 

Whilſt the gay, onthinking part of youth are devoting Es 
the whole of their time to faſhionable pleaſures, how #* 
happy ſhall I be to hear, that my child was religious %% 
without hypocritical auſterity, and even gay with inno- & 
cence. Let me beg that you will ſpend at leaſt one hour 
esch day in peruſing your Bible, and ſome of our beſt 
Engliſh writers; and don't imagine that religion is ſuch 
a gloomy thing as ſome enthuſiaſts have repreſented: No, 
it it indulges Te in every rational amuſement, fo far as it 
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EF: conſiſtent with morality ;—it forbids nothing but what 
MS: burtful. 5 

choc, Vet me beg you will conſider attentively what I have 
ritten, and ſend me an anſwer as ſoon as you can. | 
MM Jam your affectionate Mother. 
LETTER XIV. 

T he Anſwer, 


that 5 | 
vhoin Honoured MA DAM, En . 
ately AM fo much affected by the peruſal of your really 
o not parental advice, that I can ſcarcely hold the pen to 


write an anſwer; but duty to the belt of parents obliges 
ime to make you eaſy in your mind before I take any 
peſt to myſelf, That levity ſo conſpicuous in my former 


of a Metters, is too true to be denied, nor do I defre to draw 
am a A veil over my own folly. No, Madam, | freely confeſs 
ſepa- .; but, with the greateſt ſincerity, I muſt at the fame 
aken, ime declare, that they were written in a careleſs man- 
y the | ner, without conſidering the character of the perſon to 


kad 1 hom they were addreſſed: I am tully ſenſible of my 
ict ſo. ror, and, on all future occaſions, mall endeavour to avoid 
giving the leaſt offence, The advice you ſent me in your 
f tha:  Fyaluadle letter, wants no encomium ; all that I defire is, 
o have them engraven on my heart, My dear Madam, 
love religion, I love virtue, and 1 hope no conſideration 
vill ever lead me from thoſe duties, in which alone I ex- 
pect future happineſs. Let me beg to hear from you 
pflien, and I hope that my whole future conduct will con- 


Ts Fince the beſt of parents, that I am what ſhe wiſhes me 
- . 5 * be. 1 
her * 


Otin 8 4 
, ho- W 


I am, honoured Madam, your dutifal Daughter, 


LETTER XV. 


igious From a Gentleman, an Officer in the Army, to his Son at a 
inno- Boarding ſebcol, recommending Diligence in his Studies. 
e hour 


UR regiment is now at Portſmouth, and we are or- 
1 dered to embark for Minorca. I thought o have 
ralled on you at the ſchool, but our orders to march were 


: No, 


N o ſudden, that I had no time to ſpare from the neceſſary 
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will attend with the utmoſt aſſiduity to your ſtudies, 


which, if properly improved, and reduced to practice, will) 


ſtrictly followed, muſt be attended with the moſt benefi- 
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duties of my ſtation. Let me beg, my dear, that you 8 
Youth 1s the proper time for acquiring knowiedgi, 90 


be of the utmoſt ſervice to you in your future life: you 1 


are yet unacquainted with the world, and happy will it be bw 


for you, if you remain ignorant of the toils and dangers of 3 


a military life. Let me therefore intreat you, in the moſt ij 
earneſt manner, to think of ſome employment which will | 1 
procure you a decent ſubſiſtence, and enable you to live 4 
independently in the world. I have left an order with our 5 
agent to pay for your education; and althc2gn my pay i 
ſmall, yet nothing on my part an de wanting, to make 2 
your life as ny as POXrote. As it will be ſome days be- be 1 
fore we fail, L mall expect to lave a letter from you, and 
it 12S late it wil be ſent aſter me. In the mean time, 9 

J am your affectionate Father. 

3 DEF Ten 


LETTER XVI. 
The Son's Anfever. 


Hoxovxed Sin, 1 
T was one of the firſt leſſons you taught me, that gra- 1 
titode is the nobleſt principle that can actuate the heart 4 - 
of man; but what muſt it be, when connected with filial Fn. 
duty ineambent on a ſon to the moſt indulgent e, 8 
I am left in a fituation that may be felt but not deſcribed, M 
That my worthy and honoured parent ſhould be ſo preci- 5 
pitately hurried away to a diſtant country, almoſt fills me 
With horror; eſpecially when 1 conſider, that 1 may never 
have an opportunity of ſeeing you any more. I am con- 7 
vinced that your friendly advice to me is ſuch, that, it gy | 


cial conſequences to myſelf; my honour and happineſs 
will equally depend on adhering to them, and ſhall always 75 
conſider it as my ſecond greateſt duty, to obey the pre- 
cepts of my worthy father. I have gone already ſo far as 
10 be able to read Xenophon, and next week I enter upon Z 
Homer. I have ſome thoughts, if agreeable to you, to |; 
take chambers in one of the inns of court, in order to ſtudy | 1 
the law: My inclinations run that way, but I ſubmit it 
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t you ME wholly to vour approbation. Let me beg to hear from 
| = you as often as poſſible, as will it be the greateſt pleaſure 
edge, I can enjoy during ſuch a ſeparation. 

AY 1 am, honoured Sir, your moſt affectionate Son. 


* 


: vou oy , 
* LET II. 


ers of ll From a young Gentleman, Clerk to a Merchant in Town, 10 
ago his Father in the Country, ſoliciting Pocket-money. . 

0 live _ HoxnoURED 81 R, | . 5 

th our 1 Wrote to you by Maſter Bale, the linen-draper, but not 
pay is 1 hes ing received any anſwer, makes me very uneaſy: 
make Although I have been as good an œconomiſt as poſſible, yet 
ys be- l find the pocket-money you allowed me to take monthly 
„, and from Mr. Willis, the grocer, is not ſufficient to ſupport 
ne, my neceſſary expences, * it was fo at firſt. Lon- 
ther, don is ſuch a place, that unleſs one maintains ſomething 


of a character, they are ſure to be treated with contempt, 
and pointed at as objects of ridicule, I aſſure you, Sir, 
that I abhor every ſort of extravagance, as much as you can 


> deſire, and the {mall matter which ] aſk as an addition to 
your former allowance, is only to promote my own intereſt, 

aud which, I am ſure, you have as much at heart as any 
gra. parent poſſibly. can. My maſter will ſatisfy you, that my 
heart conduct has been conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of mo- 
1 filial 338 rality. I ſubmit it to your judgment what you think pro- 
rent!“ per to order me. I did not chuſe to mention my want of 
ribed. money to Mr. Willis, and for that reaſon, have not taken 
preci- 5 any thing more than what you ordered: I hope you will 
Ils me not be offended with what I have written; as I ſhall al- 


never 78 ways conlider myſelf happy in performing my duty, and 


LETTER xvIII. 
The Father's Anjawer. 


M oear CHII D', | Ts 
M reaſon for not ſending to you ſooner was, that I 
VI had been on a journey to your uncle at Manchef- - 
ter, Waere I was detained longer than I expected, and 
conſequently, did not 5 your letter till laſt night, L 
3 
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have conſidered your requeſt, and am convinced that it is 
altogether reaſonable : You are greatly miſtaken if you i 
think that I wanted to confine you to the ſmall matter i 
paid by Mr. Willis; no: It was indeed inadvertency ; but 8 


my conſtant reſidence in the country makes me little ac. 


quainted with the cuſtoms of London. I don't deſire to 8 

confine you to any particular ſum ; you are now arrived 
at an age, when it becomes abſolutely neceſſary for you 8 
to be well acquainted with the value of money, your pro- Is 
feſſion likewiſe requires it; and, it is well known, that 
prudence and ſobriety in youth, naturally lead to regu- 
larity of conduct in more advanced years. Virtue inſures 
reſpect; and, as ! well know, that all manner of precepts 


are uſeleſs where the inclinations are vicious, I have left 9705 7 


the affair mentioned in your letter, entirely to your own Wi 


diſcretion ; and, as the incloſed order is unlimited, 1 doubt 


not but prudence will direct you how to proceed. 
I am, dear Child, your affectionate Father. 


LETTER SIX 


7 rom a young Gentleman at a Bear ding jchool in the Cuntry, 


to his Brother, an an Pprentice in London. 


DAR Jackey, 


ITTLE Maſter Billy Thompſon i 15 going to London 
to-morrow in the ſtage, and I have ſent this by him 

to you. We are all well at ſchool, and [ have got as far 
as Ovid: | have likewiſe got through the rules of practice, 
of which ] ſhall give you a better account when | come to 
town at the holidays. Dear brother, give my duty to my 
papa and mamma, and tell them i long to ſee them; I pray 
for them and you every day; and 1 have read over the 
Complete Duty of Man, which my mamma gave me, I 
ſpend an hour every day in reading Dr. Gold{mith's Roman 
Hiſtory, Pray, Jackey, ſend me ſome books, for I am 
very fund cf reading, ind a pair of the newelt pattern of 
puckles, and J ſhall do more tor you when leave ſchool. 
I am your loving Brother. 
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8 ab. 8; LETTER XX. 

nel 2 The Brother's Anjacer. 

; but RR Dax BROTHER, 

e ac. I Received your kind letter, and am glad to hear you 

re to i are well, as alſo of the progreſs you make in Icarning. 

rived , I read your letter to your papa and mamma, and they are 

r you BE much pleaſed with it, Bill Thompſon dines at our houſe 

pro- to- morrom, and he will bring; ou this. Your mamma has 

that ſent you half a guinea; ard as you are fo fond of books, I 

eou- WE have ſent you Rollin's Belles Lettres. Mr. Auſtin, our 

ſures WE curate, ſays, that although all ſorts of hiſtory are uſeful, 

cepts yet he thinks you ſhould begin with that of your own 

e left country; and he has ſent you a preſent of Ruſſel's Hiſtory 

own of England, which is ornamented with a ſet of the molt 

loubt elegant copper plates extant in this kingdom I have 
ſent you the buckles, and ſome other things, which you 

er. will find ſealed up in the parcel. We all beg that you 

will continue to perſevere as you have begun, in an uniform 
courſe of virtue. It will entitle you to the favour of God, 
be a pleaſure to your parents, and turn out to your own 
advantage at the laſt. 1 am, dear Brother, 

ry, Your's affectionately. 
1 LETTER XXL | 

30 an From a your 33 re Fares into Buſineſs, to bis 

him ather, ajking his Gonſent to marry. 

s fa: HonovReD SIR, 

tice, OU know that it is now above a year ſince I entered 

ae to Þ into buſineſs for myſelf, and finding it daily increa- 

o my | 1 ſing, am I obliged to look out for an agreeable partner; [ 


pray mean a wife: 'There is a very worthy family i in this neigh- 


the 10 | bocrhood, with whom | have been ſome time acquainted, 
> [| KT They are in good circumſtances, and have a daughter, an 
man ZE amiable young woman, greatly eſteemed by all who know 
[ am her: | have paid my addrefies to her, and likewiſe ob- 
-n of tained the parent's conſent, on condition that it is agree- 
1001, able to you. I would not do any thing of that nature 
r without your conſent; but I hope that, upon the ſtricteſt 


inquiry, you will find her ſuch a perſon, that you will not 
have any ohjection to a match ſo advantageous. I, on 
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time is impatiently expected, Buy your dutiful Son, 
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every occaſion, endeavour to act with the greateſt pra. 


dence, conſiſtent with the rules you were pleaſed to pre- 


ſcribe for my conduct. The parents are to pay me five hun- 
dred pounds on the day of marriage, if the event ſhould | 
happen to take place; and as they have no other children, 
the whole of their property becomes ours at their death. 
In whatever light you are pleaſed to conſider this, I ſhall 
abide by your direction, and your anſwer in the mean 


—————̃ 2 ⁵F— ⁵—ͤr — — 
LETTER XXII. 
The Father's Anſwer. 

My Dprar Son, . | | = 
Received your letter, and my reaſon for not ſending # 
. ſooner is, that it being an affair of great importance, 
1 was willing to proceed therein with the utmoſt caution, 
I wrote to Mr. Johnſon, my attorney in New Inn, defiring 
him to inquire concerning the family you deſire to be 
allied with; and J am glad to hear that his account does 
not differ from your own.. I hope you do not think that 
I would defire to fe: you one moment unhappy. Your WR 
reaſons for entering into the marriage-ſtate are every way 
ſatisfaciory, and ] am glad to hear that the perſon on 
whom you have jlaced your afteQions is ſo deſerving. 
When you have fixed the wedding-day I will come to 
Let den © be preſent at the ceremony, and ipend a few days 
wit my old friends. 1 hope ou will continue to attend 
your buiineſs with the ſame diligence you have hitherto 
done; and it you ſhould live to an old age, you will then 
be able to retire from trade with honour, both to yourſelf 
and family, I am, dear Son, your affectionate Father. 


LETTER XXII Rs 
From a young Woman, juft gone to Service in London, to her 
| Mather in the Country. 
Dear MoTHER, | | 
| Bn ie noW a month that I have been at Mr. Wilſon's, 
J and | thank God that! like my place fo well. My 
maſter and miſtreſs are both worthy people, and greatly 
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8 ; Wreſpefted by all their neighbours. At my firſt _ 
nun. dere | thought every thing ſtrange, and wondered to ſee | 
bouts i ſuch multitudes of people in the ſtreets ; but what ! ſaf- 
7 "Md fer moſt from is, the remembrance of your's and my fa- 
"bby E ther's kindneſs ; but I begin to be more reconciled to my 
FR f ſtate, as | know you were not able to ſupport me at home. 
5 U return you a thouſand thonks for the kind advices you 
8 © were ſo good to give me at parting, and ] ſhallendeavour to 


practiſe them as long as | tive: Let me hear from you as. 
often as you havs an opportunity: So with my duty to 
you and my father, and kind love to all friends, 
4 | 1] icmain ever, 

Your dutifol Daughter. 


ding | — 

3 LETTER XXIV. 

tion, 7 To 

iring The Moi her's Anſæuer. 

o be „„ 

does Mr pzAR CHII Dp, 5 
that FAM glad to hear that you have got into ſo worthy a 
Your family. You know that we never ſhould have parted 


from you had it not been for your good. If you continue 


wa 
1 0 3 v;ctuous and obliging „all the family will love and eſteem 
ing. = you. Keep yourſelf employed as much as you can, and 
e to be always ready to aſſiſt your fellow-ſervants, Never 
days ſpeak ill of any body, but when ou hear a bad ſtory, try 
tend to ſoften it as much as you can; do not repeat it again, 
Foro but let it flip out of your mind as ſoon as poſſible. I am 
then in great hopes that all the family are kind to you, from 
rſelf the good character I have heard of them, If you have 
Sg any time to ſpare from your buſineſs, | hope you will ſpend 
ſome part of it in reading your Bible, and the Whole 
Duty of Man. I pray for you daily; and there is nothing 
I deſire more than my dear child's happineſs. Remember, 
"Me that the more faithful you are in the diſcharge of your 
| duty as a ſervant, the better you will proſper, if you hve 
to have a family of your own. Your father defires his 
blefling, and your brothers and ſiſters their kind love to 
n s, you. Heaven bleſs you, my dear child! and continue 
My you to be a comfort to us all, and particularl/ to 


Your affectionate Mother. 
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LETTER XXV. 


From an aged Lady in the Country, io her Niece in London, 


cautioning her againſl keeping Company with a Gentleman of 
a bad Character. | 


Dear Niece, a | 

FS 2 ſincere love and affection which J now have for 

your indulgent father, and ever had for your vir- 
tuous mother, when the was alive, together with the tender 
regard | have for your future happineſs and welfare, have 
prevailed on me rather to inform you by letter than. by 
word of mouth, concerning what } have heard of your un- 
guarded conduct, and the too great freedoms you take 
with Mr. Lovelace. You have been ſeen with him at 


both the Playhouſes, in St. James's Park, Ranelagh, and 


Vauxhall. Dowt imagine, niece, that I write this from 


a principle of ill-nature, it is on purpoſe to ſave you from 


ruin; for, let me tell you, your familiarity with him gives 


me no ſmall concern, as his character is extremely bad, 


and as he has acted in the moſt ungenerous manner to two 
or three virtuous young ladies of my acquaintance, who 
entertained too favourable opinion of his hunour. Tis 


poſſible, as you have no great fortune to expect, and he 


has an uncle from whom he expects a conſiderable eſtate, 
that you may be tempted to imagine his addreſs an offer 
to your advantage; but that is greatly to be queſtioned ; 


for I have heard that he is deep in debt, as alſo that he is 


privately engaged to a rich old widow at Chelſea, In 
ſhort, my dear, he is a perfect libertine, and is ever boaſt- 
ing of favours from our weak ſex, whoſe fondneſs and 
frailty are the conſtant topics of his railing and ridicule. 

Let me prevail on you, dear niece, to avoid his com- 
pany as you would that of a madman ; for, notwithitand- 


ing ſtill hope you are ſtrictly virtuous, yet your good 


name may be irreparably loſt by ſuch open acts of im- 
prudence. I have no other motive but an unaffected z2eal 
for your intereſt and welfare: I flatter myſelf you will not 
be offended with the liberty here taken, by 


Your fincere friend, and affe ctionate Aunt. 


. 
5 
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LETTER XXVI. 
The Je Lady's Anſwer. 


HoxOURED Madam; 


Received your letter, and when I confider your reaſon: 


for writing, I thankfully acknowledge you my friend. 
It is true, I have been at thoſe public places you mention, 


along with Mr. Lovelace, but was utterly 1gnorant of his 
real character. He did make me propoſals of marriage, 
but told him I would do nothing without my father's 

g conſent. He came to viſit me this morning, when ] told 


him that regard for my reputation obliged me never to 
ze him any more, nor even to correſpond with him by 


letter, and you may depend upon my adhereing to that 


reſolution. In the mean time I return you a thouſand 


; thanks for your friendly advice. I am ſenſible every 
young woman onght to be careful of her reputation, and 


conſtantly avoid the company of libertines. To convince 
you of my ſincerity, I ſhall leave London in about fix 
weeks, and will call to fee you after | have been at my 
father's. | I am, honoured Madam, | 
Your affectionate Niece. 


LETTER XXVII. 


From a young Gentleman in the Engliſh Factoi V at ' Liſbon, to 
his Sifter in London, | 


Dear SIS TER, 
AM extremely obliged to you for tis kind preſent by 
the laſt packet, and likewiſe to hear of your marriage 
with Mr. Bale. I am very well ſettled in the Factory 
and the gentlemen treat me with the greateſt indulgence, 
We have been often told by our worthy father, that Po- 
pery is littie better than Paganiſm, and I find it to be true 
ever ſince I ſettled in this city, where Ignorance, ſuper- 
ſtition, and even idolatry, ſeem to reign in the moſt ſove- 
reign manner; and that dreadful tribunal the Inquiſition, 
exerciſes ſuch an unlimited authority over both the bodies 
und conſciences of overy perſon, that none dare utter their 
ſentiments with freedom. We ſee little elſe in the ſtreets, 
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ſent us of Popiſn ſuperſtition, is conſiſtent with the notions 


which is the earneſt prayer of 


ZW6.:n( —AAA tit en 


or being abſent one day from maſs. Happy are you, dear 
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beſides the proceſſions of prieſts and monks ; nor any other 
pablic repreſentations, except the barbarous diverſion of 
bull-fights, and the horrid practice of burning thoſe un. 
happy people called Heretics, whoſe greateſt fault is often 
no more than ſpeaking a word diſreſpe&fully of the prieſts, 


fiſter, to live in a land of liberty; I long to ſee you again, 
but the neceſſity I am under of acquiring a perfect know. } 5 
ledge of my buſineſs, obliges me to comply with many : 5 
things, in their nature diſagreeable. 27 
I ſhall be glad to hear often from you, and that yo ; is 
may go on in a courſe of uninterrupted proſperity and 
happineſs, 1 15 the conſtant prayer of 
Your affectionate Brother, 


LETTER XXVIIL 
T he Sifter”s Anfaver. 


Dain Brorurs, ; 
Have been laid in above two months, of a ſon, and 
Mr. Bale has ſuch a reſpe& for you, that the child i) 

called by your name. I am glad to hear of the indul- 
gence you receive from the gentlemen of the Factory, and 
1 doubt not but you will continue to merit it. Good ſenſe 
and good manners will always go hand in hand together, 
and never fail of procuring reſpect. The account you W 


I always had of it, and I fincerely bleſs God that I am in WW 
a Nen where the true religion is taught, and every ſort 
erſecution abhorred. Vour Aunt Barton is lately dead, 
45 has leſt you a conſiderable fortune, but 1 cannot at 
alert mention the particulars; and indeed it is needleſs, 
as Mr. Bale will communicate them to you as ſoon as 
poſſible. In the mean time, dear brother, perſevere in 
an uniform courſe of virtue, which alone can ſecure you 
preſent and future happineſs. I] have ſent you a few pre- 
ſents, as alſo cloth for a ſuit of morning for your late 
worthy aunt. Your time will ſoon be expired, when we 
ſhall be glad to ſee you, our brother, once more in London, 8 


Your ever affeRionate Siſter, 
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LETTER XXIX. 
From a Sailor at Plymouth, to his Wife in London. 


Dear BETTY, EO, * 
E are juſt returned from a cruize againſt the S pani- 
ards, where we have given them ſuch a drubbing, 
that I believe the Dons will ſoon be glad to make peace 
with England. We have ſunk two, and taken three of 
their ſhips, wherein is great treaſure ; but it will be ſoine 
time before we receive our prize-money. However 1 
= have fix months wages due, and have ſent you an order, by 
which you will receive it at the Pay- office in Broad-ftreet. 
"= We fail again in a few days. Do not be uneaſy for me, 
my dear, as I hope the war will ſoon be over, and I ſhall 
have the pleaſure, once more, to ſee you in London, there 
to ſpend the remainder of my days, F 
Is am your loving Huſband till death. 


1 LETTEL XXX. 
„and From a young Woman, à Servant in London, to her Parents, 


3 
4 * 
SBA 
ſenſe 1 
* Wn 
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It defiring their Conſent to marry. 


HonourteD FATHER AND MOTHER, 


you f 1 > 
N q 1 ſent this to inform you, that one Mr. Wood, 
im in a young man, a cabinet-maker, has paid his addreſſes 


to me, and now offers me marriage: I told him I would 
do nothing without your conſent, and therefore have ſent 
this by William Jones, your neighbour, who called on me, 
and will inform you particularly of his circumſtances. 

The young man has been ſet up in buſineſs about two 


y fort 
_ 

3 

Fey 3 
dead, 93 
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on as n 7 
rein WW years, and is "oy regular and ſober. Moſt people in 
yon 'bhe neighbourhood eſteem him, and his buſineſs is daily 


increaſing, I think I could live extremely happy with 
him, but do not chuſe to give him my promiſe until I 
have firſt heard from you: Whatever anſwer you ſend 
ſhall be obeyed by 


pre- 
r late 8 1 
en we 
ndon, | . 

= Your afteQionate Daughter, 
ſter. D 
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beſides the proceſſions of prieſts and monks ; nor any other 
public repreſentations, except the barbarous diverſion of 
| bull-fights, and the horrid practice of burning thoſe un- 
happy people called Heretics, whoſe greateſt fault is often 
no more than ſpeaking a word diſreſpectfully of the prieſts, 
or being abſent one day from maſs. Happy are you, dear 
ſiſter, to hve in a land of liberty; I long to ſee you again, 
but the neceſſity I am under of acquiring a perfect know- 
ledge of my buſineſs, obliges me to comply with many 
things, in their nature diſagreeable. TAE 
I ſhall be glad to hear often from you, and that you 
may go on in a courſe of uninterrupted proſperity and 
happineſs, is the conſtaut prayer of _ 

| Your affectionate Brother. 


LETTER XXVIIIL. 
The Sifter*s Anſauer. 


Dai BROTHER; -. 


I Have been laid in above two months, of a ſon, and 


1 Mr. Bale has ſuch a reſpect for you, that the child is 
called by your name. I am plad to hear of the indul- 


gence you receive from the gentlemen of the Factory, and 


1 doubt not but you will continue to merit it. Good ſenſe 
and good manners will always go hand in hand together, 
and never fail of procuring reſpet. The account you 
ſent us of Popith ſuperſtition, is conſiſtent with the notions 
T always had of it, and I fincerely bleſs God that I am in 
a country where the true religion 1s taught, and every ſort 
of perſecution abhorred. Your Aunt Barton is lately dead, 


and has left you a conſiderable fortune, but I cannot at 


preſent mention the particulars ; and indeed it 1s needleſs, 
as Mr. Bale will communicate them to you as ſoon as 
poſſible. In the mean time, dear brother, perſevere in 
an uniform courſe of virtue, which alone can ſecure you 


prefent and future happineſs. TI have ſent you a few pre- 
ſents, as alſo cloth for a ſuit of morning for your late 


worthy aunt. Your time will ſoon be expired, when we 
ſhall be glad to ſee you, our brother, once more in London, 
which is the earneſt prayer of . 

| Your ever affectionate Siſter, 


Da. 
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LETTER XXIX. 
From a Sailor at Plymouth, to his N. ife in London. 
Dear BETTY, | 


IXI are juſt returned from a cruize againſt the Spani- 
| ards, where we have given them ſuch a drubbing, 
that I believe the Dons will ſoon be glad to make peace 


with England. We have ſunk two, and taken three of 


their ſhips, wherein is great treaſure ; but it will be ſome 
time before we receive our prize-money. However ] 
have fix months wages due, and have ſent you an order, by 


which you will receive it at the Pay- office in Broad-ſtreet. 
We ſail again in a few days. Do not be uneaſy for me, 
my dear, as I hope the war will ſoon be over, and I ſhall 

have the pleaſure, once more, to ſee you in London, there 


to ſpend the remainder of my days. : 
I am your loving Huſband till death. 


——_ 


LETTER XXX. 


From a young Woman, a Servant in London, to her Parents, 


defiring their Conſent to marry. 


Honoured FaTHER AND MoTHER, 


Have ſent this to inform you, that one Mr. Wood, 
a young man, a cabinet-maker, has paid his addrefles 


to me, and now offers me marriage: I told him I would 


do nothing without your conſent, and therefore have ſent 
this by William Jones, your neighbour, who called on me, 
and will inform you particularly of his circumſtances. 

The young man has been ſet up in buſineſs about two 


years, and is very regular and ſober. Moſt people in 
the neighbourhood eſteem him, and his buſineſs is daily 


increaſing. I think I could live extremely happy with 
him, but do not chuſe to give him my promiſe until I 
have firſt heard from you; Whatever anſwer you ſend 
ſhall be obeyed by 1 0 
Your affectionate Daughter, 


D 
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LETTER XXXI:;-- 
1 The Parents Anfwer. 
Dan ene, ! . 
II E received your letter by Mr. Jones, and the 
|. character he gives of the young man is ſo agree- 


able, that we have no objection to your marrying him: 
Begging that you will ſeriouſly confider the duties of that 


important ſtate, before it is too late to repent. Conſider 


well with yourſelf, that according to your conduct to each 
other, you muſt be either happy or miſerable as long as 

ou live. There are many occurrences in life in which the 
deft of men's tempers may be ruffled, on account of loſſes 


or diſappointments ; if your huſband ſhauld at any time be 
| fo, endeavour to make him as eaſy as poſſible. Be careful of 


every thing he commits to your keeping; and never affect 
to appear ſuperior to your ſtation ; for although your cir- 
cumſtances may be eaſy, yet, whilſt in trade, you will find 


A continual want of money for many different purpoſes. 


It is poffible ſome of your more polite neighbours may de- 
ſpiſe you for a while, but they will be forced in the end 
to acknowledge, that your conduct was conſiſtent with the 
duties of a married ſtate. - But, above all, remember your 
duty to God, and then you may cheerfully look for a 
bleſſing on your honeſt endeavours. May God direct you 
in every thing for the beſt, is the ſincere prayer of 
Your loving Father and Mother. 


\ 9-1 


PART II. 


ON Bus INESs. 


LETTER XXXII. 
1 Prom a young Man in the Cruntry, to a Merchant in London, 
7 offering Correſpondence. | 

R ins | 

| M* apprenticeſhip with Mr. Wilſon being expired, 
during which I had proofs of your integrity in all 
your dealings with my worthy maſter. My parents have 
given me two hundred pounds to begin the world, which 
you know is not ſufficient to carry on trade to any advan- 
tage: That I may be able to ſell my goods as cheap as 
poſſible, I would chuſe to have them from the firſt hand, 
and likewiſe the uſual time of credit, If it is agreeable to 
you, I hereby offer you my correſpondence, not doubting 
but you will uſe me as well as you did Mr. Wilſon, and you 
may depend on my punctuality with reſpect to payments. 
My late maſter has no objection to my ſetting up, as 
it will not be in the leaſt prejudicial to his buſineſs, 1 
ſhall depend on your ſending me the following order as 

ſoon and as cheap as poſſible, and am, Sir 

| Your humble ſervant. 


—— 
2 


LETTER XXXIH, 
The Merchant's Anſwer. 
Sr, | 0 | | 
' 7 OURS II received, and am extremely glad to hear 

that your parents have enabled you to open a ſhop. 
for yourſelf. Your behaviour to your late maiter was 
ſuch, that it cannot fail of procuring you many cuſtomers. 

I have ſent you the goods by the Stafford waggon, in 

twelve parcels, marked X I; and I doubt not but you 


vil be punctual in your returns, which will always enable 
D 2 
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me to ſerve you as low as poſſible, and with the beſt goods 
which I can procure. I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in buſi- 

neſs, and doubt not but you well know, that honeſty and 

aſſiduity are the moſt likely means to inſure it, and am, 


Your obliged ſervant, 


SETTER XXXIV, 
From a young Man, whoſe Maſter had lately died. 


SIR, 


J Doubt not but you have heard of my late worthy 


maſter's death. I have ſerved him as an apprentice and 
journey man above twelve years; and as my miſtreſs does 


not chuſe to carry on the buſineſs, I have taken the ſhop 
and ſtock in trade, and ſhall be glad to deal with you in 


the ſame manner he did. I have ſent the incloſed order 


for payment of ſuch bills as are due, and you may de- 


pend on punctuality with reſpect to the remainder, for 
which purpoſe let them be entered as my debt. Pleaſe 


to ſend the incloſed order, and let the goods be the beſt 
you have, which will oblige Vour humble ſervant. 


LETTER XXXV. 
The Anſwer. 


1s "ee 
OURS I receiv*d, and am extremely ſorry to hear 
of the death of my gocd friend your late maſter ; 
hut at the ſame time, pleaſed to find that his buſineſs has 
fallen into ſuch good hands as yours. You have dou- 
ble advantage over a ſtranger, as you are well acquainted 
both with your late maſter's trade and cuſtomers, which, 
by his dealings with me, appears to be very extenſive, I 
have ſent your order in ten bales, marked O P, by the 
Speedwell, of Hull, John Thompſon maſter, and you will 
find them as good and cheap as any that are to be had in 


London. I heartily thank you for your offered correſ- 


pondence, and ſhall on all occaſions, uſe you with honour, 
I wiſh you all manner of ſucceſs, and am, 
| Your obliged ſervant, 


* 
* 
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r FENNEL. 
To a Correſpondent, requeſting the Payment of a Sum of 


One). | 
SiR, = | | 
 LTHOUGH the balance of the account between 
us has been of long ſtanding in my favour, yet 
would I not have applied to you at preſent, had not a 
very ay mag demand been made upon me for a con- 
fiderable ſum, which, without your aſſi ſtance, is not in 
my power to anſwer, When I have an opportunity of 
ſeeing you, I ſhall then inform you of the nature of this 
demand, and the neceſſity of my diſcharging it. I hope 
you will excuſe me this freedom, which nothing but a re- 
gard to my credit and family could oblige me to take. 
If it does not ſuit you to remit the whole, part will be 
thankfully received, by 
5 Your humble ſervant. 


— 


LETTER XXXVII. 
: The Anſwer. 
Sin, . 
Have juſt received yours, and am ſorry to hear of 
you affliction. That the account between us was not 
ſooner ſettled, was owing to the failure of two principal 


creditors. I have juſt received a remittance from Not- 
_ tingham, and am greatly pleaſed that it is in my power 


to anſwer the whole of ye ur demand. The balance be- 
tween us is two hundred and fifty pounds, for which [ 
have ſent incloſed an order on Mr. Caſh, the banker. I 


hope you will ſurmount this and every other difficulty, | 


A Tour fincere Well-wiſher. 

LETTER XXX. . 
From a Merchant at Leghorn. to a Brother in London, deſiring 

him 10 ſell ſome Goods, and purchaſe others, | 

81a, „ 
"A CCORDING to che agreement ſettled between us. 
when J left England, I have ſent, by the Charming 
Sally, Captain Johnſon, twelve bales of raw fill, marked 
D 3 
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A Z, deſiring you to diſpoſe of them to the beſt advan- 
tape ; they are warranted good, as Fexamined every par- 
cel ſeparately, before they were ſent on board. You will 
receive an incloſed order for fevera! different articles of 
Britiſh manufactures, to be ſent by the firſt ſhip ſailing for 
this port. Let them be as good and cheap as poſſible 
you can procure, as they are much wanted at preſent. 
I am, Sir, your humble ſervant. 
———— — — — | 
LETTER XXKXIX. 


7 he Anhaber. 

. DIR > | | | 
I 7 OURS I received, and the twelve bales, marked 
AZ, were delivered at the Cuſtom-houſe. I im- 
mediately advertiſed them for ſale at Garroway's, in 
twelve different lots, but they were all purchaſed by an 
eminent manufacturer in Spital fields, for nine hundred and 
forty pounds, which J have lodged in the Bank in your 
name. | have likewiſe ſhipped on board the Deſpatch, 
Captain Hervey, the different articles which you ordered. 
They are in twenty bales, marked B M. I am told they 
are beſt that can be had in London, and doubt not of 

their giving ſatis faction, | ö 

| I am, Sir, your humble ſervant. 


** 


r 
As urgent Demand of Payment. 


Ma. THOMSON, 5 
HE exigence of my affairs compels me thus importu- 
nately, nay peremptorily, to write to you. Can you 

think it poſſible to carry on buſineſs in the manner you act 
by me? Yoa know what promiſes you have made, and how, 
from time to time, you have broken them. Can I therefore 
depend upon any new ones you make ? If you uſe others 
as you do me, how can you think of carrying on buſi- 
neſs? If you do not, what muſt I think of the man, who 
deals worſe by me than he does by others? If you think 
you can treſpaſs more upon me, than you can vn others, 
that is a very bad compliment to my prudence, or your 


g LETTERS ON BUSINESS, 43 
Gon gratitude; for ſurely good uſage ſhould be entitled 


to the ſame in return. I know how to allow for diſappoint- 
ments as well as any man; but can a man be diſappointed 
for ever? Trade is ſo dependent a thing, that it cannot 
be carried on without mutual punctality. Does not the 
merchant expect it from me for theſe very goods I ſend 
you? And can I make a return to him without receiving 
it from you? What end can it anſwer to give you two 


years credit, and then be at an uncertainty, for goods 


which I ſell at a ſmall profit, and have only ſix months 
credit for myſelf? Indeed, Sir, this will never do. I 
muſt be more punctually ufed by you, or elſe muſt deal as 
little punctually with others: And then what muſt be the 
conſequence ? In ſhort, Sir, I expe& a handſome payment 
by the next return, and ſecurity for the remainder; as T 
am very loath to take any harſh meaſures, to procure 
jaſtice to myſelf, my family, and creditors. For | am, 
if it be not your own fault, | Noe Sh 
WE Pour faithful friend and ſervant, 


LT 


LETTER ALT. 
Tae Anſwer. 
SIR, | | TD 4 
F Acknowledge with gratitude the lenity you have- at 
J all times ſhewn, and my being obliged to diſappoint 
you ſo often has given me much uneaſineſs. I do aſſure 
you, Sir, that I am not fo ungratefal as my conduct has 


given you reaſon to believe. From the ſtate of my ac- 


counts, you will find that the greateſt. part of my pro- 
perty is in the hands of country dealers, who, although 
they ſeldom fail, yet their times of payment are very 


precarious and uncertain. However, to convince you of 


my integrity, | have ſent by this day's poſt an order for 
feventy pounds, and next week you ſhall receive one much 


larger. The remainder fhall be ſent in a very, ſhort time. 
I am determined, for the future, to make the rules laid 
down in your excellent letter, a guide, in my dealings 


with thoſe people, whoſe dilatorineſs in making good their 
pay ments to me, obliged me to diſappoint you; and to 
convince you further of my integrity, the: goods which I 
order until che old account is paid aff, ſhall be ſur ready 
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money. T doubt not but you will continue to treat me 


with the ſame good uſage as formerly, and believe me to 


be . 105 Four l! humble * + 


LETTER XIII. 


From 4 young Perjon in Trade, to a wholeſale Dealer, wha 

No had ſuddenly made a Demand on him. 

SIR, | | 
be demand coming very e T muſt 
confeſs I am not prepared to anſwer it. I know the 
ſtated credit in this article uſed to be only four months ; 
as it has been always a cuſtom to allow at leaſt two months. 
more, I did not think you would have ſent for it till that 
time, and conſequently truſted to a practice ſo long eſta- 
bliſhed in trade. Sir, | beg you will not ſuppoſe it is any 
deficiency which hinders me from complying with your 

requeſt, nor ſhall 1 aſk any more than 1s. uſual. If you 

will be pleaſed to let your ſervant call this day three weeks 


for the one half of the ſum, it ſhall be ready and the re- 


mainder in a fortnight after, In the mean time, I beg 
that you will not let any word ſlip concerning this, as very 

little will hurt a young beginner. Sir, you may take my 
word with the greateſt ſafety, that I will pay you as I 


have promiſed; and if you have any reaſon to demand 


the money ſooner, be pleaſed to let me know, that if 1 


have it not I may borrow. it ; for if I have loſt credit with 
you, ] hope I have not done fo with all the world. 


I am, Sir, your humble ſervant. . 


* ET TER XLII. 
The Alu. 
ue 


HERE is no tans in the world, who would: more 
willingly ſhew every ſort of indulgence to a youn 
beginner than myſelf, and 1 am extremely ſorry to 2 
you on the preſent occaſion ; but I have reaſons; and al- 
though it is not always either fair or prudent to' mention 
them, yet you will give me leave to aſk the following que- 


ſtion: Whether you have any dealings with an uſurer near 


Moorfields, and what 1 is his name? If you give me ſatis 


Wee * 
ee 
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faction on this head, I ſhall not urge the demand TI have 
made upon you ſooner than the time you mention ; but as 
it may be done at once, I expect your anſwer by the 
bearer, whom you well know, for he was, as he informs 
me, very lately your ſervant. 

I aJure you, Sir, it is in conſideration of the grea 
opinion I have of your integrity, that I refer the payment 
of my demand to a fimple anſwer to this queſtion ; but 1 


fear that cannot be done, 


1 am your Friend and Well-wiſher. 


LETITSEN ALFV. 
Soliciting the Loan of Money from a Friend, 
DsAR SIR, = | 
122 that ever ſince you firt knew me you will b 
ready to acknowledge, that no perſon was ever more 
baſhful in aſking favours than myſelf. Indeed | have al- 


ways conſidered it as more pleaſing to an honeſt mind, to 


confer, than to receive a favour ; but an unexpected 


affliction in my family, obliges me to ſolicit your aſſiſlance, 


by the loan of about forty pounds, for fix months ; but on 
this condition, that you can ſpare it without hurting your- 
ſelf; for I would by no means chuſe that my friend ſhould 


ſuffer in his preſent circumſtances in order to oblige me. 
Indeed, Sir, I was ſome days engaged amongſt my ac- 


quaintances to raiſe the money, before I could prevail with 
myſelf to aſk it from you; and that I have now done it, 
is from a principle far more noble than any tucrative mo- 


tive: Nor indeed would J have aſk2d it all, were I not 


morally certain of paying it at the time promiſed. I hope 
this will not give any offence, and, as | ſaid before, if it is 


any way inconvenient, let me beg that you will refuſe it. 


I am, dear Sir, yours with the greateſt ſincerity. 


— 


LETTER: XLV. 
Tre Anſwer, 
Dear Sin, | 
Could not heſitate one moment in anſwering your letter; 
and had I known that my worthy friend had been in 
want of the ſum mentioned, I ſhould never have put his 
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| unaffected modeſty to the bluſh, by ſuffering him to aſk it: 
1 No, Sir, the offer ſhould have come from myſelf. How- 
| ever, the ſum is ſent by the bearer, but let me beg, that 
if you conſider me really as your friend, that you will ſuit 
the payment to your own circumſtances, without being 
confined to a particular time; and not only ſo, but that 
you will likewiſe command my aſſiſtance in every thing 
elſe wherein 1 can ſerve you. But left you think me 
ſtrictly formal, I have hereby given you leave on me to 
the amount of two hundred pounds, or for any leſs ſum, 
to be paid as is moſt ſuitable to your circumſtances. 

| I am, Sir, your fincere friend. 


„ HS 7.4% £7 
Fi em a Tenant to a Landlord, excufing Delay of Payment. 
S1R, | | 
| 1 Have been your tenant above ten years in the houſe 
where | now live live, and you know that I have never 
failed to pay my rent quarterly when due. At preſent 
I am extremely ſorry to inform you, Mat from a variety 
i of loſſes and diſappointments, I am under the neceflity of 
| begging that you will indulge me one quarter longer. By 
| that time I hope to have it in my power to anſwer your 
| Juſt demand, and the favour ſhall be ever gratefully ac- 
knowledged by Your obedient humble ſervant. 


LETTER XLVII. 
The Anſwer. 


Stn, | 

T was never my intention to oppreſs you. I have bad 

A long trial of your honeſty, and therefore you may reſt 
perfectly fatisfied concerning your preſent requeſt. No 
demand ſhall be made by me, upon you for rent, until it 
ſuits you to pay it; for 1 am well convinced, you will not 
keep it from me any longer. 


I am yow's ſincerely. 


ee ee — 
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LETTER XLVIII. 
From a Country Farmer on the ſame Occaſion. 
HonouRED SIR, | 80 fer 
I AM extremely ſorry that through a variety of unfore- 
1 ſeen accidents I am obliged to write to you to you on 
ſuch a ſubjeQ as this. The ſeafon laſt year was bad, but 
I was enabled to pay you. This has turned out much 
worſe, and it being ſo long before we could get the corn 
home, it is not yet fit to be fold. I only beg your pati- 
ence about two months longer, when J hope to pay you 
Laithfully with gratitude. | ; 
e 35 Jam, Sir, your honeſt tenant, 
And humble ſervant, 


LETTER XLIX. 

MR. CLovtr, 5 | ws 
I Hope that from the whole of my conduct, ever ſince 

| you firſt became my tenant, that you cannot have rea- 
fon to allege any thing againſt me. I never treated you 
with rigour, as | always conſidered you as an induſtrious 
honeſt man. Make yourſelf perfectly eaſy concerning the 
payment of your rent, till I come to the country in ſum- 
mer, and if things are as you repreſent them (and I doubt 
not but they are) you may be aſſured of every reaſonable 
indulgence. 5 | I am yours, 


LETTER L. ED 


From an Inſolvent Debtor, to his principal Creditor, requeſting 
OY the Acceptance of a Compoſition. 


"Sis 3 | 

| HEN I firſt entered upon buſineſs, I little thought 
W that ever I ſhould be under the neceſſity of writing 
to you on ſuch a ſubject as this; but experience convinces 
me, that it is much better to acknowledge the ſtate of 
affairs to my creditors, than put them to the expence of | 
taking out a commiſſion of bankruptcy. To you, there- : 
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48 LET TERS ON BUSINESS. 


fore, Sir, as the perſon to whom I am principally indebt- N 
ed, do I addreſs myſelf, on this melancholy occaſion, and 


muſt freely acknowledge that my affairs are very much 


perplexed. I have been theſe ten years paſt endeavouring 
to acquire ſomething for myſelf, but in vain. The va- 


riety of different articles which I have been obliged to ſell 


on credit, and the loſſes ſuſtained thereby, always kept me | 
in low circumſtances; and often when | paid you money 
J had none left for the ſupport of my family. If you will 


be pleaſed to employ any prudent perſon to examine my 


books, 1 doubt not but you will be convinced, that the 
whole of my conduct has been conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt 

rules of honeſty ; and if it ſhall appear ſo to you, I muſt 
beg you will be pleaſed to call a meeting of the creditors, 


and lay it before them. I have not ſpent any more than 


was abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of my family, and 
every thing remaining ſhall be delivered up. When all 


this is done, I hope you will accept of it, as it is not in my 


power to do any more, and conſider me as one whoſe miſ- 
fortunes call for pity inftead of reſentment. 


Jam, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant. 


e 


E. 
The Anſwer. 


81 EE 8 | 
T is with the greateſt concern that T have peruſed your 
affecting letter; and ſhould conſider myſelf as very 
cruel indeed if J refuſed to comply with a requeſt ſo rea- 


ſonable as that made by you. I have employed a worthy 


perſon, a friend of mine, to examine your books, the re- 
ſult of which ſhall be immediately laid before the other 
creditors, and if it is as you repreſent, you need not be 
afraid of any harſh uſage. I always conſidered you as 


one of the greateſt integrity, and am determined to lay 


down a Joan for your future ſupport. In the mean time 
J have ſent a trifle to defray your expences, till the other 


affairs are ſettled, and am, 


Your ſincere Well-wiſher, 


Fam a Tradeſman, to a whole/ale Dealer, to delay Payment of 


a favour I never aſked of any one till this moment, and 1 


perſons well known to yourſelf, and although they exceed 


as this comes to hand, which will greatly oblige 


paid your note away yeſterday, and 1 could not have had 
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LETTER LI. 


| a Sum of Money. 

SIR, 3D 

/F Y note to you will be payable in ten days, and I 
am ſorry to inform you, that although I have con- 

fiderable ſums in good hands, yet none of them are due 

theſe three weeks, which is all the time I require. It is 


hope for the future not to have any occaiton to repeat it. 
Jam really diſtreſſed fer your anſwer; but às a proof of 
my fincerity, have ſent incloſed three notes ſubſcribed by 


my debt, yet I have no objection to your keeping them as 
ſecurity till due. Let me beg to hear from you as ſoon. 


Your humble ſervant. 


— 3 a 6 


LETTER LIII. 
T he Anfoer. 


TT was extremely fortunete for you that your letter ar- 
rived the day after it was written, for I was to have 


an opportunity of recalling it in time to have ſerved you. 
Indeed it was imprudent not to communicate the news 
to me ſooner, as your credit might have been preatly 
affected by ſuch unneceſſary delay, However, I im- 


pute it to your unwillingneſs to reveal the ſtate of your 
affairs, and ſhall keep the note in my hands till your own 
becomes due, and for that purpoſe have returned the 
others, not doubting but you will ſend me the money at 
the time promiſed, which will greatly oblige 

| Your fincere Well-wiſher. 
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LETTER LIV. 


From a young Man, who had an Opportunity to ſet up in Bu- 


ineſt, but deſtitute of Money, to a Gentleman of reputed Be- 


nevolence. 


 HonwOURED SIR, 


KL 7 HEN you look at the ſubſcription, you will re- 


member my ſerving you with goods when J was 


apprentice to Mr. Hopkins, grocer, in the Strand. I have 


been a little above two years out of my time, which was 
ſpent in Mr, Hopkins's ſervice, and the greateſt part of 


my wages have been given to ſupport an aged mother con- 


fined to a ſick bed. Mr. Hopkins died about ten days 


ago, and having no family, his executors, who are almoſt 


ſtrangers to me, are going to let the ſhop. My worthy 
maſter has left me one hundred pounds in his will, but 


that is no way ſufficient to purchaſe the ſtock in trade; 
nor will they give any longer credit than twelve months. 


Being well acquainted with the trade, as alfo the cuſtomers, 
and having ſuch a fair proſpett of ſettling in bufineſs, I 
have preſuined to Jay it before you. I have often heard 
of your willingneſs to ſerve thoſs under difficulties, 


eſpecially young people beginning the world. If you 
approve of this, and will advance fo much on my Bond, 


Payable in a limited time, it ſhall be as ſafe as if in 


the hands of your banker. I ſhall be as frugal and in- 


duſtrious as poſſible, and the whole of my time hall be 


employed in the cloſeſt attendance to the duties of my 


ſtation, and ſhall acknowledge your kindneſs with grati- 


tude as long as | live in this world. I hope this will 


not give any offence; and if you give me leave, I will 
wait on you along with one of the executors, that you 
may hear their propoſals. My character as to honeity and 
fidelity will bear the ſtricteſt inquiry, as is teitified in 
my late maſter's will, and alſo by all with whom I have 


any dealings. 


I am, honoured and worthy & ir, 
Your obedient humble ſervant. 


1 „ .oac oo ram. - of — gap get ef $3 
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LETTER LV. 
The Gentleman's Anſwer: 
Sin, 


Have juſt received yours, and although I am much 
1 indiſpoſed with the gout, yet could not heſitate one 
moment in ſending an anſwer. There 1s fuch an appear- 
ance of honeſty, together with ſuch an unaffected fim- 
plicity runs through the whole of your letter, that I am 
ftrongiy inclined to comply with your requeſt, and happy 
ſhall I think myſelf if your honeſt endeavours are at- 
tended with the defired ſucceſs. You need not give 
yourſelf the trouble of calling on me, left it ſhould in- 
terfere with your buſineſs, I will either call on you to- 
morrow, or fend a friend to inquire 1nto the particulars, 
ln the mean time it gives me the preateſt pleaſure to 
hear that you have not been wanting in filial duty to an 
aged parent; and while you continue to act conſiſtently 
with the principles, and regulate your conduct by the 
practice of virtue, you will have great reaſon to expect 
the divine bleſſing on whatever you undertake. Trade 
is of a very precarious nature, and if not attended to 
with aſſiduity and regularity, generally involves thoſe en- 
gaged in the greateſt difficulty, if not ruin. Let me beg, 
therefore, that when you become a maſter, you will avoid 
mixing in company with thoſe who ſpend their time and 
ſubſtance in the faſhionable folhes of the preſent age. Suck 
practices are inconſiſtent with the buſineſs of a tradeſman : 
And 1 am afraid that it is greatly owing to ſuch, that we 
ſee the Gazette ſo often filled with names of bankrupts, 
who, if they had attended with aſſiduity to the duties of 
that ſtation in which Providence had placed them, might 


have been a comfort to their families, and an honour to 


their different profeſſions. But although I have no fears 
concerning your mtegrity, yet the beſt of men cannot be 


too often reminded of their duty. 


Your ſincere Well-wiſher. 


E 2 
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LETTER LYL 


From the Servant of a wholeſale Dealer, to his Majier in Lone 
don, giving an Account of his Cuftomers in the Country, 


SIR, | ES 
Have viſited ſeveral of the towns between this and Lon- 
don, where any of your cuſtomers reſide, and although. 


they complain much of the decay of trade, yet ther pay- 


ments and orders have been as well as could reaſonably 


be expected; and indeed | think trade is beginning to re- 


vive. TÞ have the pleaſure to inform you, that in the places 
where I have been, there is not any appearance of failing; 
and the people have been ſo well pleaſed with your goods 
and fair dealing, that I have obtained many new orders. 
I have hkewiſe received a dividend of twelve ſhillings in 
the pound of the effects of Mr. Cambrick, the linen 
diaper, at Derby, who failed laſt year, and there is ſtill 


ſomething remaining, ſo tbat upon the whole your loſs 


will not be fo great as was at firſt expected. | have finiſhed 


your buſineſs in this town, and ſet off to-morrow for Li- 


verpool, where I ſhall expect to hear from you, if you 


bave any thing particular to tranſa& before I return, and 


am, Sir, with duty and reſpect, | 
\. Your obedient and faithful ſervant. 


LETTER LVIE. 
The Maſter's Anjaver, 


Mr. TRuEMan, 


Received yours, dated the 2d inftant at Mancheſter, 


and am extremely glad to hear of your ſucceſs. In- 
deed it has, as you obſerved, been greater than I expeCt- 
ed. I am much pleaſed with your honeſt fidelity, iu 
tranſacting my buſineſs with ſo much care and induſtry: 
and as you are now at Liverpool, I ſhall take this oppor- 
tunity of intruſting you with an affair of importance, 


There is daily expected at that port, the ſhip Nightingale, 
Captain Roberts, laden with ſugar and indigo from Ja- 


maica; and as { am informed the proprietors are deſirous 
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of diſpoſing of the whole cargo by private contract, when 
you have examined the goods, I leave it to your own diſ- 
cretion to purchaſe the whole, as I think it muſt be an ex- 


ceeding good bargain. If you have not money ſufficient, 


give them an order on me for the remainder, payable at 
fight. I leave the whole to yourſelf, and ſhall expect to 
hear from you ſoon. FIG Yours, &c. 


LEFTER:EVH. 
From a Merchant's Cierk in London, to his Monſter in the 
Country, 
SIR, : 
NJ UR not hearing from you theſe three weeks has 
made us very uneaſy, but ill we hope you are well. 


The buiinels has been carried on in the ſame manner in 
whicu you left it: But yeſterday an order came from New- 


York for goods to the amount of five thouſand pounds and 
upwards. You know the American credit, and therefore 


I would not do any thing till I heard from yourſelf, If 


you pleaſe to write by next poſt, I ſhall abide by your 
directions, and every thing ſhall be conducted by your 
order. We would not wiſh you to return before your 
health is fully re-eſtabliſhed, although we long to ſee you 
every day. All the family are well, and am, | 
Your obedient faithful ſervant. 


LET TE KR LEX> 
The Merchant's Auſuer. 
Ma. Twomesor, | | 
OURS I received this day, and am pleaſed to hear 
that my buſineſs ſucceeds ſo well. 1 always confided 
in your fidelity, and am glad to find that J have not been 
deceived, lam much better in my health than when [ 
left London, although it is not yet perfectly re- eſtabliſh- 


ed, but | hope it will be ſo in a ſhort time. Concerning 


the American order, I am extremely glad to hear of. it, 

not oaly on my ou account, but alſo of trade in gene- 

ral, Their credit to be ſure is long, but I would rather 

:rult to our brethren, in that part of the world, two years, 
E 3 
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than thoſe, who are our natural enemies, one month. You 
may give orders for the different goods wanting to be got 


ready as foon as poflible, and before they are completed 1 


hope to be in town. I am much pleaſed to hear that all 
my ſervants are concerned for my welfare, as it will, at 
all times, give me the greateſt happineſs to make their 
different fituations as comfortable as is conſiſtent with a 
Kate of ſervitude. 


I am, your affectionate Maſter, 


LETTER LX. 


| Recomending a Man Servant. 
SIR 7 


HE bearer has ſerved me with i integrity and 6delity 


theſe three years, but having a deſire to ſettle in 


London, he left my houſe about a week ago, and by a 
letter recewed from him this day, I find you are willing 
to employ him on my recommendation; and it is with the 


greateſt pleaſure that J comply with his requeſt. His be- 


haviour, while with me, was ſtrictly honeſt, ſober, and 
diligent, and I doubt not but it will be the ſame with you. 
J have ſent this incloſed in one to himſelf, and if you em- 
ploy him I _ he will give ſatisfaction. 


Jam, Sir, your humble ſervant. 


— | — — 
LETTER LXI. 


E Anfaver, 
Hams: 


T Keceived your 1 letter in recommendation of 


the young man, and in conſequence of that have taken 


bim into my family. I doubt not from what you ſay, of 


bis giving ſatisfaction, and you may be aſſured of his be- 


ing treated with humanity, and rewarded according to 
dis merit. 


J am, Sir, your humble ſervant. 
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LETTER LXII. 


From a Country Shop keeper, tn his Friend in London, defiring 


him to fend him ſome Goods. 
81 Ry, | 
HAT friendſhip which we contracted in our youth, 
15 not yet, I hope, abated, although Providence 


has placed us many miles diſtant from each other. | have 


heard of your ſucceſs in London, and it is with pleaſure [ 
can aſſure you that I am. comfortably ſettled here. But 
you know that our returns are flow, and profits ſmall, and 
therefore, however willing, | am vot in circumſtances 


ſufficient to defray the expence of a journey to London, 


in order to purchaſe goods at the beſt hand; which has 
been attended with ſome loſs, becauſe a conſiderable ex- 
pence. Relying, therefore, on your former friendſhip, I 


have yreſumed tc ſolicit your aſſiſtance, to purchaſe, from 
time to time, What goods | may happen to want from Lon- 


don, for wnich an order ſhall be remitted on delivery. At 
preſent | have only ſent for a few articles, as you will ſee 


by the incloſed. I doubt not of your getting them as good 


and cheap as poſſible; and if there is any thing I can do 

to ſerve you in this part of the country, you may depend 

on its being executed with the utmoſt fidelity and deſpatch, 
| l am, Sir, your ſincere friend. 


LETTER LXIII. 
The Anſuer. 


— — 


Six, 


d ge as [ received, and' am extremely glad to hear 


of your being fo comfortably ſettled. There is a 
ple jure in looking back to thoſe youthful days we ſpent 


tog ther in narmleſs amaſements, and it gives me great 


ple iure to chink that | have it in my power to be any 
i ſervice to my friend. The goods you ordered 
are {ent in the Litchfield wagyon, directed to you. They 


are as good and as cheap as any to be had in London, and 


J hope you will be a conſiderable gainei. With reſpect 
to your kind pr. ifer of ſervice, I heartily thank you, and 


all, as occaſion requires, trouble you with ſomething of 
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that nature. In the mean time be ſure to command me 
in every thing wherein I can ſerve you, as it will give the 
greateſt pleaſure to your fincere friend. 


LETTER XXIV. 
Frem a Country Shop - keeper, to a Dealer in London, complain. 
| ing of the Badneſs of his Goods. 


Six, 


7 HEN I firſt began to correſpond with you, it was 
W my fixed reſolution to act with integrity and ho- 


nour, expecting the ſame in return. I muſt, indeed, con- 


feſs that the goods you ſent me for ſome time were as good 
as any I could purchaſe from another, and ſo far I bad 
not any reaton to complain. But now the caſe is quite 
different. The two laſt parcels you ſent me are io bad, 


that 1 dare not offer them to my cuſtomers. From what, 
Sir, does this proceed? Have I ever been deficient in my 
payments? No, you dare not accuſe me with any thing 


of that nature. However, I am obliged to tell you, that 
unleſs you ſend me others in their room, I muſt either 
withdraw my correſpondence, or ſhut up my ſhop. You 
may chuſe which you pleaſe, and let me beg to have 
your ar {wer per return of poſt, as I am in immediate want 


of theie Sead and in danger of loſing my cuſtomers by 


a delay. Info Gowg you will oblige | 
Your Well-wither. 


LETTER LXV. 
The Anſwer. 


SIR, 


Received yours, and am extremely ſorry to hear that 


the goods ſent you are ſo bad. I know 1 had ſome 
{uch in my warehouſe, bat was determined to ſell them 
2t a low rate, without ever thinking of their being ſent 
10 any of my cuſtomers, particularly ſo valuable a corre- 
{pondent as yourſelf. By ſome miſtake my ſervants have 
inadvertently ſent them, for which I am extremely ſorry; 
but, in order to make you amends, 1 ſent by this day? $ 


ny Oe 
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waggon thoſe which I had originally intended for you, 
at my own expence. I hope you will excuſe this, and be 
aſſured you ſhall never be ſerved in ſach a manner for the 
future, Jam, Sir, your humble ſervant. 


* 


LETTER LXVI 


From a Tradeſman in diſtreſſed Circumſtances, diſiring @ 
. Letter of Licence. -.. | 
SIR, | | 5 
T is now above ten years ſince | firſt had dealings with 
you, and during that time you well know that my pay- 


ments were regular, but, at preſent, am forry that my 
affairs are ſo perplexed, that it is not in my power to com- 


ply wich the juſt demands of my creditors, nor even to pay 
them any thing until my affairs are ſettled. For that rea- 
fon, Sir, 1 have ſent to you, defiring a letter of licence for 
only twelve months, in which time I hope to be able to 


ſettle my affairs to their ſatis faction; but if they will not 
Your anſwer is 


comply with this, I am utterly ruined, 
impatiently expected by 


Your obedient humble ſervant. 
LETTER LXVII. 
The Anſwer. | 


—_— 
— — 


SIR, | 
OURS I received, and am extremely ſorry to hear 
; that your circumſtances are ſo diſtreſſed. In order to 
comply with your requeſt, I have called a meeting of the 
creditors, and I doubt not but they will agree to a propoſal 
{ fair and reaſonable, of which I ſhall give you notice. 
I am, Sir, your real Friend. 


<5 


„ 10 
OR | WE 
ON LOVE, CoukrsHIP, and MARRKIACE. full 
| | j am 
3 oo 
ſee 
| oy VT wh 
LETTER LXVIII. = WY! 
From a young Gentleman to @ Lady, with whom he is in Love, in 
| © 1 nm 
MA DAM, | | | | ta 
1 Have three times attempted to give you a verbal rel. 0 
tion of the contents of this letter; but my heart as 3 


often failed. 1 know not in what light it may be conſi- 
dered, only if I can form any notion of my own heart, 
from the impreſſion made on it by your many amiable 
accompliſhments, my happineſs in this world will, in a 
great meaſure, depend on your anſwer. I am not preci- 
pitate, Madam, nor would I dzfire your hand, if your heart 
did not accompany it. My circumſtances are independent, 
and my character hitherto unblemiſhed, of which you ſhall 
bave the moſt undoubted proof, You have already ſeen 
ſome of my relations at your aunt's, in Bond-ſtreet, par- 
ticularly my mother, with whom I now live. Your aunt 
will inform you concerning our family, and if it is to your 
ſatisfaction, I ſhall not only confider myſelf as extremely 
happy, but ſhall alſo make it the principal ſtudy of my 
future life to ſpend my days in the company of her whom 
- I Go prefer to all others in the world. 1 ſhall wait for 
your anſwer with the utmoſt impatience, and am, 
Ea, Madam, your real admirer. 


"ME 


„ 


LETTER LXIX. 
The Lady's Anſwer. 
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SIP, 3 

Received your letter laſt night, and as it was on a ſob- 
ject 1 had not yet any thoughts of, you will not won... 

der when I tell you I was a good deal ſurprized. Altho' I 

have ſeen you at different times, yet I had not the moſt 
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diſtant thoughts of your making propoſals of ſuch a na- 
ture. Thoſe of your ſex have often aſſerted that we are 
fond of flattery, and mightily pleaſed to be praiſed: I 
ſhall therefore ſuppoſe it true, and excuſe you for thoſe 
fulſome encomiums beſtowed upon me in your letter; but 
am afraid, was | to comply with your propoſals, you would 
ſoon be convinced that the charms you mention, and 
| ſeem to value ſo much, are merely exterior appearances, 
which, like the ſummer's flower, will very ſoon fade, and 
al. thoſe mighty proſeſſions of love wil end at laſt either 
in indifference, or, which is worſe, diſguſt. You defire 
me to inquire of my aunt concerning your character and 
family You muſt excaſe me when I tell you, that 1 am 
_ obliged to decline making any ſuch inquiry. However, 
as your behaviour, when in my company, was always 
agreeable, I thall treat you with as much reſpect as is 
conſiſtent with common decorum. My worthy guardian, 
Mr. Melville, is now at his {eat in Devonſhire, and his 
conduct to me has been fo much like that of a parent, 
that I don't chuſe to take one ſtep in an affair of ſuch im- 
portance without both his confent and approbation. There 
is an appearance of ſincerity runs through your letter; but 
there 15 one particular to which I have a very ſtrong ob- 
jection, which is this: You ſay that you live along with 
your mother, yet you don't ſay that you have either com- 


municated your ſentiments to her or your other relations. 


I muſt freely and honeſtly tell you, that as I would not diſ- 
oblige my own relations, fo neither would I, on any confi- 
rye ag ad mit of any addrefles contrary to the inclina- 
tions of yours, If you can clear up this to my ſatistac- 


tion, I ſhall ſend you a more explicit aniwer, and am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble forewnt.” 


LETT K R LEXX. 
The Centleman's Anſwer to the above. 


Dean Mabau, = 
Return you a thouſand thanks for your letfer 
with the greateſt pleaſure that I can clear up to your 

ſatis faction the matter you doubted of. Before I wrote 
to you, I communicated the affair to my two couſins ; but 
had not courage enovgh to mention it to my mother; 
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particularly. 1 am, dear Madam, 
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' however, that is now over, and nothing, ſhe ſays, would 
give her greater pleaſure than to ſee me married to a 
young lady of your amiable character: Nay, fo far is ſhe 
from having any objections, that ſhe would have waited | 
on you as the bearer of this, had I not perſuaded her 
againſt it, as ſhe has been theſe three days afflicted with 
a ſevere cold, and JI was afraid, that if ſhe had ventured 
abroad ſo ſoon, it might be attended with dangerous 
conſequences. But to convince you of my fincerity, ſhe 
has ſent the incloſed, written with her own hand; and 
v-hatever may be the contents, I ſolemnly aſſure you that 
J am totally ignorant, except that ſhe told me it was in 
approbation -of my ſuit. If you will give me leave to 
wait on you, I ſhall then be able to explain things more 
Your real Lover. 


LE ww + Jo 0.46 
From the young Gentleman's Mether, to the young Lady. 
Drar Miss, 5 


F you find any thing in theſe lines improperly written, 
you will candidly excuſe it, as coming from the hands 

of a parent, in behalf of an only, beloved, and dutiful ſon. 
My dear Charles has told me that you have made ſuch 


an impreſſion on him, that he knows not how to be happy 


in any one elſe, and it gives me great happineſs to find 
that he has placed his affections on ſo worthy an object. 
Indeed it has been my principal ſtudy to inſtruct him in 
the principles of our holy religion; well knowing that 


| thoſe who do not fear God, will never pay any regard to 


domeſtic duties. His father died when his ſon was only 
ten months old, and being deprived of the parent, all my 
conſolation was that I had his image left in the ſon. I 
nurſed him with all the tenderneſs poſſible, and even taught 
him to read and write. When he was of proper age 1 
ſent him to a boarding- ſchool, and afterwards to the uni- 
verſity. Whilſt he was proſecuting his ſtudies, I was con- 
ſtantly employed in recommending him to the care of that 
God whole eyes behold all his creatures, and will reward 
and puniſh according to their merit. Ever fince his re- 
3 
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turn from Oxford, he has reſided conſtantly with me, and 
his conduct to every one with whom he has had any con- 
nections, hath been equal to my utmoſt wiſhes. At pre- 
ſent, my dear Miſs, I am in a very fiekly condition, and 
although I have concealed it from him, yet, in all human 
probability, my time in this world will not be long. Ex- 
cuſe the indulgent partiality of a mother, when I tell you, 
that it is my real opinion you can never place your affec- 
tion on a more worthy young man than my ſon, He is 
endowed with more real worth than thouſands of others 


whom J have known; and I have been told of inſtances of 


his benevolence, which he has induſtrioufily concealed. 


I have only to add further, that the only worldly con- 


ſideration now upon my mind is to ſee him happily mar. 
ried, and then my whole attention ſhall be fixed on that 


place where I hope to enjoy eternal felicity. gs 
TE OR I am, dear Miſs, your ſincere Well-wiſher. 


LETTER LXXII. 


The young Lady's Anſwer. 
MAD AM, 8 95 
Will excuſe the fondneſs of a tender mother for her 


only child. Before I received yours, I had heard an 


account of your vnaffeted piety, and the many accom- 
pli ſhments of your ſon; ſo that I was no ways ſurprized at 


what you ſay concerning him. I do aſſure you, Madam, 


that I would prefer an alliance with you before even no- 
bility itſelf, and I think it muſt be my own fault if ever I re- 
pent calling you mother. I was going to ſay, that you had 
known but few pleaſures in this life, to be deprived of 
your, huſband ſo ſoon, and the reſt of your life ſpent under 


ſo many infirmities. But your letter convinceth me that 


you have felt more real pleaſure in the practice of virtue 


and reſignation to the Divine Will, chan ever can be had 
in any, nay, even the greateſt temporal enjoyments. I 


Have ſent incloſed a few lines to your ſon, to which I refer 
you for a more explicit anſwer, and am, 
Madam, your fincere Well. wiſher. 
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LETTER LXXIH. 
Tn The young Lady's Anfaver to her Lover, 
; IR, | 


J Received yours, together with one incloſed from your 


1 mother, and congratulate you on the happineſs you 


have had in being brought up under ſo pious, ſo indulgent 
a parent, | hope that her conduct will be a pattern for 


you to copy after, in the whole of your future life; it is 


virtue alone, Sir, which can make you happy. With re- 


ſpect to myſelf, I freely acknowledge that 1 have not at 


preſent any reaſon to reject your offer, although | cannot 
give you a paſitive anſwer until I have firſt conſulted with 

my guardian, Monday next I ſet out for his ſeat in De- 
vonſhire, from whence you may be ſure of hearing from 

me as ſoon as poſſible, and am, 5 


Vour ſincere Well-wiſher. 


LETTER LXXIV. 
From the ſame. 
Six, N 
TN my laſt I told you, that you ſhould hear from me 
as ſoon as poſſible, and therefore I now fit down to 


fulfil my promiſe. .I communicated your propoſal to Mr. 


Melville, who, after he had written to his correſpondent in 
London, told me as follows : N | 
Miſs, I have inquired concerning the young gentleman, 


and the information I have received is ſuch, that I not 
only approve of your choice, but muſt alſo confeſs, that 
if I did not do every thing in my power to forward your 
union, I ſhould be acting contrary to the requeſt of your 
father when he lay on his death bed. Vou may, ſaid he, 
communicate this to your lover as ſoon as you pleaſe, and 
may every happineſs attend you both in time and eternity, 


And now, Sir, have I not told you enough? Some 


might think too much; but 1 am determined to begin 
with as much fincerity as I could wiſh to practiſe if ſtand- 
ing in the preſence of my Maker. To expect the ſame 
from you is reaſonable; I look for it, and ſhall be very 


unhappy if diſappointed. But I will hope the beſt, and 


COURTSHIP, AND MARRIAGE. 63 


doubt not but the religious education beſtowed on you by 
your worthy mother, will operate on the whole of your 


future conduct in life. You may, therefore, lay aſide the 


tedious formality of courtſhip, and write to me as one with 


whom you mean to ſpend your time in this world. 
Ever ſince my arrival here, my time has been ſpent in 
viſiting, ſolus, the woods, the fields, and cottages, me- 


ditating on the unbounded goodneſs of the Almighty 


Creator. How infinite is his wiſdom ! how unbounded 


his liberality ! Eyery thing in nature conſpires to exalt 


his praiſe, and. acknowledge with gratitude their depen- 
dence on him. But I will not tire you with ſuch dull de- 
{criptions of real beauties. Preſent my fincere reſpects to 


your worthy mother. I hope ſhe gets the better of her 


diſorder, and be aſſured that I am, | 
| Yours and hers with the greateſt affection. 
— rr IT IE ————ů——— ͤ Gin | 
EETTER LXKV.. 
The young Genileman's Anfaver, - 
My bEAR ANGEL, FC 
F* there any medium between pleaſure and pain ? Can 
_ -mourning and mirth be reconciled ? Will my dear 


charmer believe, that whilſt I was reading her letter with 


the greateſt pleaſure, ] was ſhedding. tears for an affec- 
tionate parent! Thus Divine Providence thinks proper 
to mix ſome gall with our portion in life. It is impoſſible 


for me to deſcribe the variety of paſſions now ſtruggling 


in my breaſt. Ten thouſand bleſſings to my charmer on 
the one hand, and as many tears to a beloved parent on 


the other. I conceived a notion of two impoſſibilities ; 


one of which I am obliged to ſtruggle with, the other, 
thanks to you, is over. I thought 1 could not live with- 
cut my dear and honoured mother, nor enjoy one moment's 
comfort, unleis I could call you mine; but I am now 
obliged to ſubmit to the one, whilſt I have the pleaſing 
proſpect of being in poſſeſſion of the other. Will my 


dear ſympathize with me, or will ſhe bear with human 
pafſions? And although all my hope of temporal happi- 
nets is centered in you, yet 1 doubt not but you will ex- 
cuſe my ſhedding a tear over the remains of a dear parent, 
| which I am going to —_— to the tomb, My dear 
| 4 
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creature, were it poſſible for me to deſcribe the many vir- 
tues of that worthy woman who is now no more, you 
would draw a veil over the partiality of filial duty. Her 
laſt words were theſe : My dear child, I am now going 
to Pay that debt impoſed on the whole human race, in 
*« confequence of our firſt parents? diſobedience. You 
„ know what inſtructions 1 have given you from time to 
time; and let me beg of you to adhere to them ſo far 


** as they are conſiſtent with the will of God, revealed 


in his word. May you be happy in the poſſeſſion of 
that young lady on whom you have placed your affec- 
tions; but may both you and ſhe remember, that rea! 
«« happineſs is not to be found in this world ; and you muſt 
** conitder your life in this world as merely a ſtate of pro- 
** bation. To the Almighty God I recommend you.” 


She was going on, when the thread of life was broken, } 


and the ceated to be any more. Such was the laſt end 
of my dear mother, whoſe remains are to be interred this 
cvening, and as ſoon as I can ſettle every thing with her 
executors, I will (as it were) fly to meet you. God grant 
that our happineſs in this life may be conducive towards 
promoting our everlaſting felicity hereafter, 1 am, as 
before, Yours while life remains. 


LETTER LAXVI. 
From the Lady, after Marriage, to her Couſin, unmarried. 
Dear Cousin, = 
J Have now changed my name, and inſtead of liberty, 
muſt ſubſcribe wife. What an aukward expreſſion, {ay 
ſome? How pleaſing, ſay others? But let that be as it 
may, I have been married to my dear Charles theſe three 
months, and J can freely acknowledge that J never knew 


bappineſs till now. Jo have a real friend to whom I can 
communicate my ſecrets, and who, on all occaſions, is 


ready to ſympathize with me, is what I never before ex- 


perienced. All theſe benefits, my dear Coufin, I have 
met with in my beloved huſband. His principal care 
ieems to be to do every thing poſlible to pleaſe me; and 
is there not ſomething called duty incumbent on me? 
Perhaps you will laugh at the word duty, and ſay that 
it imports ſomething like ſlavery ; but nothing is more 
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falſe; for even the life of a ſervant is as pleaſant as any 
others, when he obeys from motives of love inſtead of 
fear. For my own part, my dear, I cannot ſay that I am 
unwilling to be obedient, and yet | am not commanded to 
he ſo by my huſband. You have often ſpoke contemptu- 
ouſly of the marriage-ſtate, and | believe your reaſons 
were, that moſt of thoſe wnom you knew were unhappy ; 
but that is an erroneous way of judging. It was deſigned 
by the Almighty, that men and women ſhould live to- 
gether in a ſtate of ſociety, that they ſhould become mu- 
tual helps to each other; and if they are bleſſed with chil- 
dren, to aſſiſt each other in giving them a virtuous edu- 
cation. Let me therefore beg that my dear couſin will no 
longer deſpiſe that ſtate for which ſhe was deſigned, and 
which is calculated to make her happy. But then, my 
dear, there are two ſorts of men you muſt ſtudioufly avoid, 
I mean Mfrs and Rakes. The firſt will take every oppor- 
tunity of abridging your neceſſary expences, and the ſe- 
cond will leave you nothing for a ſubſiſtence. The firſt, 
by his penuriouſneſs, will cauſe you to ſuffer from imagi- 


nary wants; the ſecond, by his prodigality, will make you 


a real beggar. But your own good ſenſe will point out 
the propriety of what | have mentioned. Let me beg that 
you will come and ſpend a few weeks with us; and if you 
have any taſte for rural and domeſtic life, I doubt not but 


you will be pleaſed. Jam your affectionate Couſin, 


| LETTER LXXVI. 
From a young Merchant in London, to a Widow Lady in 


the Country. 


VER ſince I ſaw you at the Wells, when I was on a 


journey to Briſtol, my mind has been continually ru- 
minating on your many accompliſhments. And although 
it is poſſible this may be rejected, yet I can no longer 
conceal a paſſion which has preyed upon my ſpirits theſe 


ſix weeks. I have been ſettled in buſineſs about three 


years; my ſucceſs has been equal to my expectations, and 


is likewiſe increaſing. My family is reſpeQable, though 
dot rich; and as to the diſparity of our ages, a few years 
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will not make any difference, where the affections are 
placed on fo lovely an object. I can only ſay, Madam, 
that I prefer you to all the young ladies I have ſeen, and 
if buſineſs continues to increaſe, I ſhall be greatly in want 
of one of your prudence, to manage my domeſtic affairs. 


Be aſſured, Madam, that whatever time I can ſpare from 


the neceflary duties of my profeſſion, ſhall be devoted to 
your company, and every endeavour uſed to make your 
life both agreeable and happy. As you have relations in 


London, they will give you every. neceſſary information 


concerning my character and circumſtances, although I 
have not the pleaſure of being known to them. 1f you 
will favour me with an anſwer to this, it will be ever 
eſteemed as a particular favour, and acknowledged with 
the ſincereſt reſpect, by your real admirer. CE 


- >, DLO TEE LEXVILL 
The Lady's Letter to her Brother, an Attorney in the Temple, 
1 concerning the above. 
Dear BROTHER. 5 PL, 
I 7 OU know that in all affairs of importance I have con- 
ſtantly acted by your advice, as ] am ſtill determined 
to do; and therefore have ſent you incloſed the copy of a 
letter which | received by the poſt, from a young gentle- 
man in London, whom I have ſeen at the Wells. His 


behaviour here was polite without affetaton, and an air 


of ſincerity appeared in all he ſaid. With reſpect to the 
ſubject he writes of, I will give you my own thoughts, 
and delay ſending an anfwer until I have had your opinion. 

I am at leaft a dozen years older than im, and poſſi- 
bly love, contracted where there is ſuch difference in the 
ages of the parties, may terminate in want of reſpect on 
one ſide, and jealouſy on the other. At preſent 1 am fo 
peſtered with rakes and coxcombs. that would almoſt 
willingly give my hand to the firſt worthy perſon who 
offers. Indeed I have another reaſon for entering into 
the marriage ftate, and that is, I would chaſe, as I ad- 
vance in years, to have a friend to whom I might at all 
times be able to open my mind with frecdom, and who 
would treat me with that tenderneſs which my {cx entitles 
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me to. I have been a widow fix years, and whatever 
others may ſay, I have found it attended with many in- 
conveniencies, and far from the pleaſing life many are 
ready to imagine. But after all, I will be directed by 
you, as my only real friend to whom I can apply; if you 
think proper you may inquire, and when I hear from you, 
1 will fend him an anſwer. 5 

7 I am your affectionate Siſter. 


n— 


LETTER LXXIX. 
The Brother's Anſwer. 


Dear S15TER, 


I AM glad to hear of your prudence in not being over 


haſty in an affair of ſo great importance, and upon 


which your happineſs or miſery in this world will inevi- 
\ tably depend, Your reaſons againſt remaining any longer 


in a ſtate of widowhood are what ] much approve of, 


and it will give me great pleaſure to promote your in- 


tereſt and happineſs as far as I am able. I have inquired 


concerning Mr. Moreton, and every one gives him an. 


excellent character. LT have likewiſe converſed with him, 
and find he is a very ſenſible young man. As to your 


objection concerning diſparity of age, I do not think it 


bas any great weight, and upon the whole I have but one 


reaſon againſt your union, and that is, than there is no- 
thing more precarious than commerce, and the merchant 
who to-day has unlimited credit, may be to-morrow in the 


Gazette. I do not urge this in order to prevent your 


happineſs ; but only that whilſt you are free, you may take. 


ſuch meaſures as to ſecure a ſufficiency againſt the worft. 
I would by no means diſſaude you from complying with 
his requeſt, as he ſeems every way worthy of your choice, 
and I really think it may be for your mutual happineſs. 
Theſe, dear Siſter, are my ſentiments concerniny this 


affair; but remember I leave it entirely to yourſelf, not 
doubting but you will proceed with the ſame prudence 


you have begun, I am your affectionate Brother, 


P. S. I would adviſe you to write to the young gen- 
tleman as ſoon as poſſible. 5 
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LETTER LXXX. 
From the Lady 10 Mr. Moreton. 
Sin, | | 


128 your letter, and my reaſon for delaying an 
1 anſwer was, that I wanted firſt to conſult my brother, 


whoſe opinion I had by the poſt yeſterday I freely ac- 


knowledge that you are far from being diſagreeable, and 
the ad vantage on your part with reſpect to accompliſh- 
ments are, I think, ſuperior to thoſe on mine. But theſe 
are but ſmall matters when compared with what is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to make the marriage ſtate happy. I mean 


an union of minds. Neither of us have had many oppor- 


tunities of converſing together, and when we had you did 
not mention any thing of this. have no objection againſt 
marrying, were | aſſured of being no worſe chan at pre- 


| ſent; but there are ſuch a variety of unforeſeen accidents 


daily happening in the world, and all conſpiring together 
to promote diſſenſions in families, that we can never be 
too careful how io fix our choice. I ſhall not, Sir, from 
what have ſeen of your behaviour, and heard of your 
character, have any objection againſt your requeſt ; but I 


confeſs : am afraid you have been rather too precipitate. 


in your choice, although my perſon may have engaged 
your attention, yet { am afraid, all thoſe charms you ſo 
much extol are not ſufficient to keep you loyal to the mar- 
riage vow. But 1 will hope the beſt, and believe you as 
virtucus as you are repreſented ; nor give my hand to any 
other but you. In the mean time J thall be glad to hear 
that you continue your viſits to my brother : you will find 
him one of the moſt worthy perſons you ever converſed 
with, and much efteemed for his knowledge in the law. 


I have now given you leave to write as often as you 


pleaſe, as I hope all your letters will be agreeable; and 


as for the time fixed for any thing elſe, I ſhal! leave it 


entirely to be ſettled by yourſelf and my brother, and 
am, dear Sir, 1 
Yours {incerely. 


r 
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LETTER LXXXI. 


From a young Gentleman, in Expectation of an Eſtate from his 
penurious Uncle, to a young Lady of ſmall Fortune, defiring 
her to elope with him to Scotland. „ 


My pear Maria, 
 /F Y uncle's laying his injunctions upon me not to ſee 
you more, has only ſerved to add fuel to my 
paſhon. I cannot live without you, and if you perſiſt in 
refuſing to comply, I am miſerable for ever. I pay no 
regard to his threatenings, when put in competition with 
the love I have for you. Don't be afraid of poverty; if 


he ſhould continue inexorable, I have ſtill education ſuffi- 


cient to procure a genteel employment in one of the pub- 
lic offices, where I may rife to preferment. Therefore, 
if ever you loved me, let me beg that you will not make 


me any longer unhappy. Let me intreat you by all that's 


dear, that you will comply with my requeſt, and meet me 


at fix on Sunday evening, at the back door of the garden, 


where a chaiſe and four will be ready. I will fly on the 
wings of love to meet my charmer, and be happy in her 
embraces for ever. I am your dear Lover. 


LETTER LXXXII. 
The Lady's prudent Anfer. 
DIR, T8 | | 
HOUGH thoroughly conſcious in this act I make a 
breach of thoſe laws ſaid to be laid down for lovers, 


eſpecially ſuch of our ſex as would rather be celebrated 
for a romantic turn of mind, than for what 1s far more pre- 


— 


ferable, a pradent decorum, yet I cannot but be perſuaded, _ 
there may occur ſuch a criſis, as may make it conſiſtent 


with the ſtricteſt rules of honour and juſtice; which at 
leaſt ought to be put in the balance, if not outweigh what- 
ever cultom may have preſcribed hat ſuch a criſis now 
exiſts, your letter and former concurring teſtimonies make 
manifeit. For J have too high an opinion of your inte- 
grity to doubt their truth; and believe me, when J aſſure 
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you moſt ſolemnly, I place their validity to that account, 


and not to a miſtaken notion or conſciouſneſs of my own 


merit. No, Sir, 'tis from a too -ſenfble. conviction of 


your own 1njurious error of your paſſion, I have been in- 


duced to commit this violence to my fex—I had almoſt 
made my ſentiments conjure you to deſiſt, . ere it be too 
late, in the purſuit of a paſſion, that cannot but bring with 


It a train of inevitable miſeries, ſince it muſt be attended 
with the violation of your duty to that relation to whom 


| you are bound to pay implicit obedience, by the laws of 
nature, gratitude, and heaven. I will not offend your 
delicacy, in urging thoſe of intereſt and dependency, . 


though each conſideration ought to have its prevalence, 
againſt making a ſacrifice of it to an impetuous paſſion 


for one, whoſe ſingle deſert is, that ſhe dreads your in- 


digence more than the regrets that of the 
N Unfortunate. 


LETTER LXXXIII. 


Frem a young Officer in the 2 to a Gentleman Daughs 
ter, with aubom he is in Love. Y 


Dear Sor IA, ; 


HEN our regiment received orders to march from 


Saliſbury, 1 was almoſt in a ſtate of deſtractioa. 
'To be forced to leave her who is already in poſſeſſion of 
my heart, and ſeparated to ſuch a diſtance, had almoſt in- 
duced me to give up my commiſſion ; nor have J any re- 


ſource left but that of the pen. After a long and tedious 


march we arrived here, where we are to remain till next 
ſummer. But alas! how inſignificant are all the allure- 
ments of the place, and the gaiety of my fellow-ofacers, 


when compared with the pleaſing moments ſpent in your 


company, How long, my dear, muſt I be unhappy ! 
Will not your ſympathizing nature pity my diſtracted 
mind? How lamentable the thought, that whilſt 1 am 
writing this, ſome more fortunate lover may be making 
his addreſſes to my. charmer, and even obtaming a place 
in her heart! But what am I ſaying ? Whither does my 
delirium drive me? No, my angel, | know the generofity 


of your nature; I dare not ſuſpect your ſincerity, and will 
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ſtill believe you mine. The principal gentlemen in Man- 


cheſter invited the officers of our regiment to a ball, and 


all but myſelf conſidered the entertainment as a very great 
honour, each danced with his partner as | was told. In 


order to avoid the company, without giving offence, I 


mounted guard for the day, and enjoyed myſelf, either 
in thinking of you, or in converſing with the ſoldiers. 
According to my promiſe, 1 have ſent the incloſed to 
your father, and I doubt not of his being ſurpriſed, unleſs 
you have mentioned it to him. 1 am impatient for his 
anſwer as well as yours. My uncle has promiſed to pro- 


cure me preferment as ſoon as the Parliament meets. 
Adieu, my charmer, let me hear from you immediately. 


I am yours for ever. 


—_— — —_ — 
LETTER LXXXIV. 
Type Officer's Letter to the Lady's Father. 


_ "HoNnOURED SIR, | i 

"JK 7 OUR generaſity to me whilſt our regiment lay at 
Saliſbury, will ever lay me under the higheſt obli- 

gations; but at preſent'I have ſomething of a more im- 

portant nature to communicate, upon which all my hap- 

pineſs or miſery in this world depends, and your anſwer 


will either ſecure the one, or haſten the other. 


The many amiable accompliſhments of your beloved 
Sophia, ftole inſenſibly on my heart, and I found myſelf 
paſſionately in love, before 1 was able to make a declar- 
tion of my ſentiments, nor did I do it until the day we 


were ordered to march. I hope you will forgive my not 
mentioning it to you; I was really fo much agitated, as ' 
ſcarce to be able to attend my duty. I doubt not but one 


of your ſenſibility.knows what it is to be in love. Your 
daughter, I freely acknowledge, is adorned with fo many 
virtues, that ſhe 1s entitled to the beſt huſband in England; 
and although I dare not hope to merit that appellation, 


yet I will make it my conſtant ſtudy to promote her hap- 


pineſs. 
I have often told you that my parents died whilt_I 
was young, and left me to the care of an uncle lately re- 


turned from the Eaſt-Indies, where he had acquired a 
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| conſiderable fortune. My inclinations led me co the army, 


and my uncle procured me a commiſſion. Ever ſince he 


has treated me as his own ſon, and being a bachelor, has. 


made a will in my favour. He is now Member of Par- 
lament for T——, and has given me leave to chuſe a 
wife for myſelf, without any other qualification beſides 
virtue. 1 have written to him concerning your daughter, 
and his anſwer is, that he ſhall conſider me as extremely 


happy in being connected with ſo worthy a family as 


yours. I hope you will not have any objection againſt 
my being in the army, It was originally my own choice, 


and I doubt not of yifing in time to the command of a 


regiment. There 1s a ſort of reverential fear upon my 
mind, whilſt I am writing to ſo worthy a perſon as the fa- 
ther of my beloved Sophia. Dear Sir, excuſe my youth, 


and the wiplence of my paſſion. Let me beg your an- 


ſwer, and O! let it contain your approbation. | 
15 1 am, honoured Sir, TI 
- Yours, with the greateſt reſpect. 


* 


LETTER LXXXV. 
The young Lady's Letter to her Lower. 
Dear BiLLY, ET | 
7 OT more welcome is the appearance of an inn to a 
weary traveller, than your kind letter was to me. 
But how is it poſſible that you ſhould harbour the leaft 


ſulſpicion of my infidelity ? Does my Billy imagine that I 


would ſuffer the addreſſes of any fop or coxcomb after 1 
was bound in the moſt ſolemn manner, I mean by promiſe ; 
and be aſſured, I pay the ſame regard to my word as my 


oath. If there is ever an obſtruction to our love, it muſt. 


ariſe from yourſelf. My affections are too permanently 


fixed ever to be removed from the beloved object; and my 


happineſs or miſery will be in proportion to your conduct. 
The incloſed from my father will, J hope, be agreeable ; 
I have not ſeen it, and therefore can only judge of its 


contents by the coverſation laſt night at ſupper. When 


your letter was delivered, my honoured father was ex- 
tremely ill of a cold, ſo that I did not deliver it to him till 
next morning at breakfaſt, He retired to his cloſet to 
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read it, and at dinner told me he would deliver me an an- 


ſwer in the evening. Accordingly after ſupper, and the 
ſervants being retired, the beſt of parents ſpake as follows: 

My dear child, from the principles of that education 
which you have received, I doubt not but you mutt be 
convinced that it is my duty to promote your intereſt as 
far as I am able, and how far my conduct as a father has 
been conſiſtent with that rule J appeal to yourſelf: Your 
own conſcience will witneſs, whether I have not at all 
times ſtudied to promote your intereſt, and it is with plea- 
ſure that I now ſay, that your filial duty was equal to my 


higheſt wiſhes.—With reſpect to the ſubject of the letter 


you gave me this morning, I can only ſay, that I have no 


objection to your complying with the young gentleman's 


requeſt, as I think it may be for your mutual munen. 


Indeed I had ſome ſuſpicion of it before he left this place; 


but being well convinced of his merit, | was almoſt aſſured 


no ſtep of that nature would be taken without my conſent. 


That conſent you now have, and even my approbation. 
May you both be as happy as 1 wiſh ! I defire no more.” 
Here the good man ſtopped, tears hindered him from pro- 
ceeding, and me from a reply. A ſcene of tenderneſs 
enſued, which you may feel, although I cannot deſcribe 
it. His own letter will convince you, and you may make 
what uſe of it you pleaſe. 

I cannot conclude without mentioning your conduct at 
the Mancheſter ball. Was there none among ſo many 
beauties able to attract my Billy's notice; and will he at 
all times prefer my company to that of the gay and the 
beautiful? 1 will hope ſo, and happy ſhall I be if not diſ- 


appointed. In hopes of Nearing from you ſoon, I ſhall 
ſubſcribe myſelf Yours for ever. 


LETTER LXXXVI. 
The Father's Anſeber to the young Gentleman. 


My DbEaR YOUNG FRIEND, 


VER fince I firſt had the pleaſure of vour nber 
tion, J conſidered vou as a young gentleman of rea! 
merit, who would not be guilty of an ungenerous action 
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and to that was owing not only the reſpect I always treated 


freely with my daughter. I can freely excuſe your not 
.communicating your ſentiments to me before you left this 
Place. Your ardour was ſomewhat precipitate, and, as 
you well obſerve, I know what it is to be in love. The 
account of your uncle and family 1 know to be true, for! 
met with that worthy perſon who is your benefactor a few 
days ago at the Red-Lion in this city, and he confirms 
the truth of all you have written, My dear Sir, if ever 
you live to be a father, you will know what I feel on the 


Preſent occaſion: A willingneſs to give her to you, from 


a firm perſuaſion of your merit ; and anxiety for her 
Preſervation, from a conviction in my own mind, that 
there is nothing permanent in this world. However, Sir, 
you have my free conſent to wry my child, and may 
the Divine Providence be your guide in the whole of your 


- Progreſs through this life! My 1il ſtate of health ſerves as 
a monitor to inform you, that my time in this world will 


be but ſhort; and there is nothing would give me greater 


pleaſure than to ſee my dear Sophia happily ſettled, be- 


fore I retire to the land of forgetfulneſs, where the wicked 


ceaſe from troubling, and where the weary are at reſt. How 


great, Sir, is the change which J commit to your care; 
the image of a beloved wife long fince dead, and the hope 
of my declining years! Her education has been conſiſtent 


wich her rank in life, and her conduct truly virtuous. I 


have not the leaſt doubt of her conjugal duty, and your 
felicits in acting conformable to the character of a huſband. 
Upon that ſuppoſition | leave her entirely to you; and 


as ſoon as you can obtain leave from the Colonel, | ſhall 


expect to ſee you at this place, to receive from my hands 
all that is dear to me in the world. Your uncle has like- 


| wiſe promiſed to be here, ſo that all things are according 


to your profeſſed wiſhes, . . 
5 I am, Sir, yours ſincerely. 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 


Prom a young Man, juſt out of his Apprenticeſhip, to bis 


Sweetheart „a Servant in the Neighbourhood. 


Dear Sally, 
Have been long in love with you, but was afraid to tell 
1 you. When I go with you to Dobney's, or oadler's 
Wells, I am almoſt like a fool, and altogether unfit for 
company. I think of you all day, and at night I dream 
of my dear Sally. I am well ſettled in work, and my 
wages are eighteen ſhillings every week. You and | can 
live on that, and I ſhall bring it home untouched on Sa- 


turday evening. I will not go to any alehouſe, but as ſoon 


as my work is done, return home to my dearly beloved 
Sally. I hope, my dear, you will not be angry, for J am 
really in love. I cannot be happy unleſs you are mine. I 


was afraid to mention this to you, but if you will leave an 


anſwer at my lodgings, I will meet you next Sunday, after 


dinner, at the Shepherd and Shepherdeſs, when we wilt 
take a walk to Hornſey-houſe, and drink tea. How happy 
mall I be to hear from my charmer ; but a thouſand times 


more to think ſhe will be mine. 
N Jam, my dear, your real Lover. 


LETTER LXXXVIII. 
0 The Anſewer. 


\ 


Dszan Jace, 


Received your very kind letter, but I don't know what 
to ſay in anſwer. Although I would be glad to marry, 
yet you men are ſo deceiving, that there is no ſuch thing 


as truſting you. There is Tom Timber, the carpenter, and 


Jack Hammer, the ſmith, who have not been married above 


{1x months, and every night come home drunk, and beat 
their wives. What a miſerable life is that, Jack, and how 
do I know but you may be as bad to me! How do l know 
but you, like them, may get drunk every night, and beat 


me black and blue before morning ! | do aſſure you, Jack, 
ul thought that would be the caſe, I would ſcrub floors and 
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ſcour ſaucepans as long as 1 live. But poſſibly you may 
net be fo bad, for tere eis Will Copper, the brazier, and 
Jack | rotter, 5 ais man, who are both very happy with 
their wives; they are both hot me. bringing h alkene: and 
have every day 2 hot joint of meat and a pot of beer. I 


know not yet what 1 all do, but as | like to walk to 


Hornſey will meet you at the Shep.:ers and Shepherdeſs, 


on Sunday aftei-dinner, aud chen we will talk more of the 
matter. I am, dear Jack, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


* r 


LETTER LXXXIX. 


{The fix fol! wing are genuine, and paff.d between a Gentleman 


and Lady ſome time ago, but were never before publiſhed, } 


From the Gentleman. 
Mapam, x 
'T as a queſtion a y ong the Stoics, whether the whole 
of human life afforded moii pleaſure or pain? For my 
own part, I have always wiſhed to conſider things in the 
faireſt light, but I often find my reſolution weakened ; 
and when I think to act the philoſoph er, | feel myſelf no- 


thing but a man. When my late wife died, about two 


years ago ' propoſed making the tour of England, that, 
by mixing with ſtrangers, my thoughts might be led from 
fruitleſs refeRtions on the loſs I had ſultained: A loſs 


which none but myſelf knew. It is true, it has been ſo 
far ſucceſsful, that it has taught me two things; firſt, re- 
ſignation to the will of heaven; and, ſecondly, that I am. 


Rl] unhappy in the want of a lemale partner. The agree- 
able company at the houſe of your worthy brother obliged 
me to ſpend more time at York than | at firft intended; 


nor did | know, until | had proceeded ſome miles, that 


I ſhould be obliged once more to return. in ſhort, 
Madam, I am a ſecond time in love; and although you 
be diſpoſed to laugh, yet I afſure you that | am in real 


_earneſt, your own dear felf is the object. But perhaps 


you will aſk, How happens all this? I anſwer, thac I can- 
not tell how it happens. But am really fond of domettic 
life, and am once more reſolved to alter my condition. I 


-annot flatter, and I think both you and I have lived long 
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enough to judge for ourſelves. There was ſomething 


pleaſed me much in the prudent manner you conduct the 
affairs of your brother's houſe; but as he is on the point 
of being married, that employment will ceaſe when the 
other event takes place. I did not hear that you was en- 


gaged by promiſe to any other; and as you have heard 


ſomething concerning my family, character, and circum- 
ſtances, vou are more able to judge whether my preſent 
propoſal is for your intereſt, In caſe you have any ob- 
jections to my having children, I can only ſay, that they 
will be eaſily anſwered. I have told you before, that | have 


only two young daughters now at a boarding -ſchool, and 


] have ſettled each of their marriage portions, and the re- 
mainder is entirely for myſelf; and without being any real 
prejudice to my children, is more than ſufficient for us 
both. As to the common objection againit being a ſtep- 


mother, I think it may be eaſily anſwered when 1 tell you, 


that my children will treat you with all manner of reſpect. 


J do not imagine you can eſteem me the worſe for loving 


my children; I have too good an opinion of you to think 
ſo; and as for the odious appellations uſually thrown out 


againſt ſtep mothers, they can only be conſidered by a 


lady of your ſenſibility, as the effect of prejudice, ope- 


rating upon vulgar minds, occaſioned by tae conduct of | 


ſome inhuman wretches who are a diſgrace to ſociety, and 
who would have acted in the ſame manner had they been 
placed in any other ſtation in life. Your own good ſenſe 
will point out the propriety of what 1 fay. From what J 
have written you will be able to judge, whether or not the 
propoſals I have now made are apparently for your rea! 
advantage. All that defire is, to live in amity and friend- 


ip with the woman on whom [| have placed my affec- 


tions, as long as I am in the world. Every thing in my 
power will be exerted to make you as happy as poſſible, 
as I think, if lam not miſtaken, every part of your con- 
duct will entit!2 you to deſerve it. I hope you will not 
defer ſending me anſwer, as L ſhall wait for it with the 
utmoſt impatience. TE 
Jam, Madam, 
Yours {incerely and afFeQtonate!: 
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LETTER Ne. 
Wow The Lady's Anſaver. 


13 juſt received your letter, and for my own part 


muſt ſay, that you have acted the philoſopher ex- 


tremely well. I thought that love letters had not uſually 


been extracted from Seneca or Epictetus; but why do I 


wonder, when even a lady now alive went through the 
drudgery of learning the Greek language, in order to ac- 
quite the honour of being the tranſlator of the latter. 
However, ſhe has got far enough, and I have not any in- 


tention of following her, but ſhall conſider my lover's phi- 
loſophical letter. | 


_ Whilſt you remained at our houſe, I muſt acknowledge 


that your company was agreeable; and your aſſiduity to 
pleaſe aroſe from a conſciouſneſs of your merit as a gen- 
tleman, although at that time neither my brother nor my- 


ſelf had the moſt diſtant thoughts of ever hearing ſuch a 


propoſal as your letter coptains. It is our common prac- 
tice to entertain ſtrangers in the ſame manner we did you, 


which is conſiſtent with old Engliſh hoſpitality, and ſome- 


thing like the conduct of the ancient Patriarchs. 

The propoſal which you have ſent me is of too ſerious 
a nature to be treated lightly, it requires to be conſidered 
wich the greateſt attention; eſpecially as a wrong ſtep of 
that ſort not only deftroys all hopes of temporal happineſs, 
but, what is infinitely worſe, often endangers that which 


is eternal. I doubt not but you have ſeen many fatal in- 


ſtances of this melancholy truth, viz. That thoſe who 
were bound by the moſt ſolemn engagements to go hand 
in hand, through affluence and poverty, have often pre- 
vented the one, and haſtened thoſe afflictions inſeparably 
connected with the other. The conſideration of thoſe 
things preſents us with a glaring proof of the corruption 
of human nature in general, and particularly its moſt de- 
firable ſtate, pretended Conjugal Felicity. The cauſes 
from which unhappineſs ariſes in families are various; and 
although I never was a wife, yet J have ſeen many fatal 
inſtances of their pernicious effects. You yourſelf ſeem 
to be aware of this in the objections ſtated in your letter; 
and although I have convincivg proofs that your circum- 
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$ances are conſiſtent with your repreſentation of them, yet 
the ſecond objection is not fo eafily anſwered, nor indeed 


have you done it to my ſatisfaction. Your anſwers to the 


common objections made againſt ſtep-mothers, are alto- 


gether rational; they are what reaſon will at all times 
dictate, and prudence on every occaſion require; but you 


will excuſe me if I tell you fincerely, that even in the 
opinion of the thinking part of the world, the life of a 
ſtep- mother is far more diſagreeable than you endeavour 


to perſuade me. All eyes are upon them, and even their 


virtues are often conſtrued into faults. I acknowledge 


that it could never enter the mind of a rational creature 


(I mean one who is really fo) that a woman ſhould ty- 


rannize over two or three orphans, for no other reaſon, 


{fave only that their mother was their father's former wife. 


This would prove her guilty of three of the moſt odious 
crimes, capable of being committed in the conjugal ſtate. 


Firſt, inhumanity to the deceaſed mother; ſecondly, cruelty 


to the ſurviving children; and, laſtly, a total diſreſpect 
for her huſband : For what woman would eſteem the man, 


or what regard could ſhe think he would have for her 
children, if he did not treat, or cauſe to be treated with 
tenderneſs, thoſe who were born of a woman equally dear 
to him as herſelf. But you know, Sir, that we live in 
the world, and few, I believe, would chooſe to have their 
lives rendered unhappy, if they could poſſibly avoid it. 
Your character, circumſtances, and accompliſhments might 


entitle you to a much better wife than me; but [ confeſs 


the above reaſons weigh ſtrongly in my mind againſt ſuch 


a connection; and unleſs they were anſwered more to my 
ſatis faction than what you have already done, I ſhould 


chooſe ſtill to remain as I am. In the mean time I ſhall 
be glad at all times to hear from you, and am 
| Your ſincere Well-wiſher. 


LETTER KXCI. 
The Gentleman's Reply. 


Mapam, 
I Have always thought, that there are none more ready 
to condemn the conduct of others, than thoſe who are 
moſt guilty themſelves, and of this your letter is a con- 
vincing proof, Do not be ſurpriſed, for I am really in 
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earneſt, You have accuſed me of acting the philoſapher; 
whilſt you ſeem much better acquainted with thoſe ſages 
than myſelf. But pray, Madam, is it any great fault to 
write a love-letter in a ſerious ſtrain? Or ſhould every 
thing on that ſubje& be only a jumble of incoherent von- 
ſenſe ? Should the lover diveſt himſelf of the man, and, 
becauſe he prefers a woman to the rei; of her ſex, muſt 
he act the part of a fool to obtain her? dare venture to 
ſay you will anſwer in the negative. Your letter contains 
ſo many prudential reaſons for refuſing my offers, that 
ſhonld be Rupid indeed if I did not conſider them as the 
reſult of a well-informed judgment. All the objection I 
have againlt them is, that they appear too much grounded 
on popular cenſure. 1 belizve you are well acquainted 
with the world, and vou know that the beſt actions have 

been miſrepreſented, and the moſt amiable characters tra- 
duced. Nor has this bren confined to any one ſingle ſta- 


tion io life, it has diffuſed itſelf turough them all; and al- 
though its bale ful ig fluence has often rendered innocence 
miſerable, yet the prudent will deſpiſe it with that con- 


tempt it ſo juilly merits. Virtue is its own reward; and 
— Deaf to Folly's call, 

Attends the muſic of the n:.nd, 
Whilſt a woman of your great good ſenſe has the anſwers 
of a good conſcience in approbation of your conduct, how 


inſignificant muſt the envions cenſures of malice appear, 


when compared with real peace of mind. Indeed, think 
you have carri-d your obje* 4106s againſt being a ſte 

mother rather tco far, and j think” I] ſhall not be guilty of 
blaſphemy, when 1 cal! Hur refin-inentot ſentiment Falſe 
Delicacy. However, as 1 ſaid before, I am really in 
earneſt ; and if l have n: formed an erroneous judgment, 
you are the only per ſon Thave yet converſed with, ſince J 
became a widower, /:ch whom I think I can live happy. 


And will you, Madam, be ſo cruel as to remain obſtinate 


in rejecting my ſuit* 1 do t think it is conſiſtent with 
your good- nature; and althcagh ] think it is beneath a 


generous mind ꝙ Purcuaie 2 wie, yet I ſhall be willieg to 


make you a fort lement equal ro your wiſhes, beſides a ſuf- 
ficiency for; our children, if we ſhould be bleſſed with any. 
Your anſwer to this is inpatiently expected by 


Y our real Admires, 
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LETTER XCIt. 


Wich you have mentioned, and leſs entitled to x excuſe, 
H poctifyis tie ſame, under whatever character it appears 3 
and the perſon Who is guilty of it in the ſmalleſt matters, 
will be equally fo in the grea.cit. Your anſwer to my 
objections are altogether ſatisfactory, and 1 am now con- 
vinced that | may be your wife, and at the ſame time, at 
leaſt a nominal mother to your children: 1 ſay nominal, 
for although I ſhould on all occaſions confider myleit 
obliged to act with humanity to your children, as well as 
my own, yet I may ſtill be named by the above appellu- 
tion. However, as your perton, company, aud conver - 
ſation were agreeable, and as your character ſtands unim - 
peached, lam almoit incliacd to try that life to which! 
ha ve 55 hitherto a ſtranger. It is, 1 aflure you, with 
diffidence, and if attended with any unfavourable circum - 
ſtances, may poſſibly be more my fault than yours, We 
cannot forſee future events, and arc therefore obliged to 
leave them to the direction of an unerring Providence. I 
ſhall therefore not detaingyou any longer, but only to in- 
form you, that my brother was married yeſterday to Miſe 
Bright; may every happin-fs attend them both in time 
and in eternity! You will receive a letter incloſed from 
1 him, and you ma, be affgred that | have not now any ob- 
| jections againſt being connected with ou for life. The 
| time fixed for that perigd depends entirely on your own | 
; choice and appointment, and | think you cannot reaſon- 4 
; ably deſire more. All that expect, nay, all that I de-- 
| fre, is only to be treated conſiſtenily with the profeſſions 


to 

y From tne young Lady in Anſaver. 

T SIR, 

Fr Peruſed your letter, and begin to be afraid I have 1 
1 tampered with you too long, to conceal the real 1 
ſentiments of my mind from one ſo juſtly entitled to know 5 
8 them as you are. My objections, I aſſure you, Sir, were 

{ N not 1 fect of levity, but aroſe fro the moſt mature 
d. ration; nor would I, on any account, impoſe on the 

n to whom | intended to give m hand, and :0nt2- 
: qi utly mv heart. This would have been a crime, at- 
. te ed with more aggravating circumſtances than any 
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you have already made. If ſo, I think I cannot fail or 
deing as happy as is conſiſtent with the ſtate of affairs in this 


world, and 1 do not look for miracles. As you will doubt. 


lefs be much hurried before you ſet out for London, ene 
letter more will be ſufficient until J ſee you; in the mean 
time (as the Jews ſay) may you reſt content and happy. 

| DE | 4 am,.&c, 


LETTER XC. 
The Brother's Anſwer. 


Sta, 


Know not of any gentleman who ever yet honoured 


me with their company, for whom I have a greater 
regard than yourſelf; and the agreeable hours we have 
ſpent together, cannot be equalled unleſs they are repeated: 
When I read your firſt letter to my ſiſter, I conſidered 


your propoſal of marriage as the higheſt honour that poſſi- 


bly could be conferred on our family; and yet, without 
partiality, I firmly believe, that the woman, to whom you 


have paid your addreſſes, has merit equal to any in the 


world. She returned from the boarding-ſchool about ten 
years ago, during which time ſhe has ſuperintended the 
affairs of my family, and conducted them with ſuch pru- 
dence, as is ſeldom met with in one of her years. Many 


offers have been made to her by fox-hunters in our neigh- 


bourhood, but their characters were ſo totally oppoſite to 
her ſentiments, that ſhe rejected them with the utmoſt dif- 
dain, althaugh apparently beneficial. My ſiſter, Sir, has 


much more refined notions, than to pay any more regard 


to affluence than what would procure her an independent. 
ſubſiſtence, and too great a regard to her conſcience, to 
ſacrifice her peace of mind to enjoy the greateſt earthly 


grandeur. To uſe her own words, ſhe conſiders riches as 


laying her under an additional obligation to act for the 
good of her fellow-creatures, as a faithful ſteward of that 


Almighty Being, who has declared that he will exact a 


ſtrict account from his creatures in what manner they have 
uſed thoſe gifts, which his unbounded liberality has be- 
flowed. Her leiſure hours have been ſpent in reading, and 


wen J have met with her in the garden, or the acids, ſhe 
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kad conſtantly in her hand either Milton, Thomſon, or 


Young, but moſt frequently her BIB EE. It may poſſibly . 


occur to your thoughts, that what I have ſaid in com- 
mendation of a beloved ſiſter, ariſes from a fraternal affec- 
tion: Bat I do aſſure you, Sir, that I could not help re- 


peating her many accompliſhments, were you an utter 
{tranger, and even a married man. A perſon deſticute of 


virtue and ſenſibility might remain ignorant for ever of 
my ſiſter's merits ; but by one of your worth, I doubt not 
but they will eſtimated according to their real value. 
Light and darkneſs cannot dwell together: nor can thoſe 
of oppoſite tempers ever be happy; but where there is an 
intellectual, as well as a corporeal union, nothing in this 


life can interfere with the rational enjoyments. But I had 
almoſt forgot that I am writing to one who 1s well ac- 


quainted with theſe things; nor ſhould I have enlarg 
much, had not I regarded your friendſhip and inter 


ſo 
on 


the one hand, and my ſiſter's happineſs on the other. 


Yet, not to detain you longer, my conſent for a happy 


union is not only at your ſervice, but, as J faid before, I 


{hall conſider it as a very happy event; and [I have not 
the leaſt doubt of your ever repenting of your choice. I 
have heard that your ſecular affairs call for your attendance 


in London; when thoſe are ſettled, I thall be glad to hear 


from you, and likewiſe of my ſiſter and you being happily 


joined in marriage. In the mean time ſhe is at my houſe, 


where you may treely correſpond, and I am, 
| | Your ſincere Well-wiſher. 


LETTER XCIV. 


From the Gentleman after his Arrival in London, to the 


Lady in the Country, 

My Dear, 
OR fo I muſt now call you; I arrived here laſt night, 

and embrace this firſt opportunity of writing. . 

What a buſy place is London! What a variety of 

ſtrange faces, and continual hurry of buſineſs! The citi- 

zens acquiring fortunes by trade, whilſt the nobility and 

gentry are ſquandering away thoſe etates left them by 


their anceſtors : But ſuch has always been the conduct of 
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mankind in trading nations. One ſows, another reaps, 
whilſt a third enjoys the fruits of their labour. For m 
own part, I am neither fond of gaiety nor ſolitude. In 
all things, there 1s a medium, which ought to be preferred 
to extremes. A ſudden elevation to affluence or grandeur, 
and a ſudden fall from either, are equally dangerous; the 
one too often plunges the perſon into all ſonts of im- 
morality, whilſt the effects of the other is moſt commonly 
deſpair. I would chooſe to ſpend three months every year 
in London, and the remainder in the country. This in 
my opinion 1+ a more rational ſcheme than the preſent 
mode of continually hurrying from place to place, with- 
out ever reliſhing the pleaſures of any. But I had almoſt 
forgot to whom am writing. As ſoon as J have ſettled 
my affairs here, which will take up about three weeks, | 
intel going to Windſor to vifit my daughters at the board- 
ing Achoo!; and from thence haſten to your brother's; 
when J hope that union will take place that mult termt- 
nate only with our lives. 1 have employed my attorney 
to draw up articles of a jointure for you, and which [ 
ſhall bring along with me to be ſigned in the preſence of 
your friends. 1 hope your brother and his ſpouſe are 
well. I received his excellent letter, and heartily thank 
him for the contents. 
1 am, my dear, | 
Yours ſincerely and affectionately. 


LETTER XCV. 


From a Lever to his Miſtreſs, lately recovered from Sickneſs. 
My Dear, | | 
'T Hs day's poſt has juſt brought me the joyful news 

of your happy recovery. The indiſpenſible ne- 
cefiity J was under of attending my buſineſs at this place, 
hindered me from beholding, on a fick bed, all that is dear 
to me in the world; bat I need not perſuade you to believe 
this; as J hope you have had ſufficient proofs of my 
fidelity, and what J have ſuffered, on account of your ill- 
neſs, may be felt but not expreſſed. When 1 took the 
jetter in my hand, I trembled, and poſſibly ſhould have 
been deprived of courage to open it, had not the ſeal been 
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red. To one oppreſſed with fear, the ſmalleſt matter 
yields a glimpſe of hope. I opened the letter, and you may 

” eaſily imagine what was my joy, when inſtead of reading 
an account of your death, it contained the delightful news 
of your recovery, written by your father. Ah ! thought 
I, my charmer is ſtill weak, or ſhe would not have em- 
ployed another hand. This led me to fear a relapſe ; but 
1 hope that God, whoſe great mercy has preſerved you 
hitherto, will perfect your recovery. You are conſtantly 
in my thoughts, and 1 pray for you every day. That I 
may once more be happy in ſeeing you, I have ſent for 
my brother to manage my buſineſs during by abſence. I 
expect him here in about ten days, when nothing but ſick- 
neſs ſhall prevent my coming. You will receive by the 
coach a ſmall parcel, containing ſome of the neweſt pat- 
terns both of filk ard laces, together with ſome other 
things. Such trifles are ſcarce worth mentioning ; but J 
hope you will accept them as a teſtimoney of my ſincere 
love to her, whom in a few months I hope to call my own, 
| Preſent my duty to your honoured parents, and believe 
me to be, with the greateſt ſincerity, : 5 

| VPour ever affectionate Lover. 


I. ETTER XCVI. 
From a rich young Gentleman, io a beautiful young Lady 

wwith no Fortune. Es 
Miss SopHIA, N | FD | 

by is a general reflection againſt the manners of the pre- 
ſent age, that marriage is only conſidered as one of 
thoſe methods by which avarice may be ſatisfied, and po- 
verty averted ; that neither the character nor accompliſh- 
ments of the woman are much regarded, her merit being 
eſtimated by the thouſands of her fortune. I acknowledge 
that the accuſation is too true, and to that may be aſcribed 
the many unhappy matches we daily meet with ; for how 
is it poſſible that thoſe ſhould ever have the ſame affection 
for each other, who were forced to comply with terms to 
which they had the utmoſt averſion ; as if they had been 
allowed to conſult their own inclinations, and give their 
hands where they have engaged their hearts? For my 


own part, I have been always determined to conſult my 
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inclinations wh there is the leaſt appearance of happi 
nels; and having an eaſy independency, am not anxiou: 
about increaſing it; being well convinced, that in all ſtates 
the middle one 1s beſt, I mean neither poverty nor riches; 
which leads me to the diſcovery of a paſſion vehich L have 
long endeavoured to conceal. 

The opportunities which I have had of converſing with 
you at lady B.'s, have at laſt convinced me, that merit and 
riches are far from being connected, and that a woman 
may have thoſe qualifications neceſſary to adorn her ſex, 
although adverſe fortune has denied her money. I am 
ſure that all thoſe virtues neceſſary to make me happy in 
the marriage- ſtate, are centered in you, and whatever ob- 
jection you may have to my perſon, yet I hope there can 
be none to my Character ; and if you conſent to be mine, 


it ſhall be my conſtant ſtudy to make your life agreeable, 


and under the endearing character of huſband, endeavour 
to ſupply your early loſs of the beſt of parents. I ſhall 
expect your anſwer as ſoon as poflivle, for I wait for it 
with the utmoſt 1 impatience. | 


I am your affectionate Lover. 


a 


LETTER XCVII 
T he young Lady's Anſaver. 


bln 
1 Received your letter yeſterday, and gratitude for the 
generous propoſal which you have made, obliges me 


to thank you heartily for the contents. 


As I have no objections either to your perſon or cha- 
racter, you will give me leave to deal fincerely, and ſtate 
thoſe things which at preſent bear great weight with me, 
and perhaps muſt ever remain unanſwered, and hinder 


ne leaſt averſion. 

You well know (at leaſt I ; imagine ſo) that the propofal 
you have made me is a ſecret both to your relations and 
friends; and ould you deſire me to ruſh precipitately 
into the mart...%, {tate, where I have the greateſt reaſon 
to fear that I ſiougs., be looked upon with contempt, by 
thoſe whom nature nad connected me with? I ſhould con 


me from entering into that Es againſt which I have not 
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der myſelf obliged to promote the happineſs of my huſ- 


band; and how conſiſtent would a ſtep of that nature be 
with ſuch a reſolution? You know rhat I was left an 
orphan, and had it not been for the pious care of lady B. 
muſt have been brought up in a ſtate of ſervitude. You 
know that J have no fortune; and were I to accept of 
your offer, it would lay me under ſuch obligations as muſt 
deſtroy my liberty. Gratitude and love are two very 
different things. The one ſuppoſes a benefit received, 
whereas the other is a free act of the will. Suppoſe me 
raiſed to the joint poſſeſſion of your fortune, could I call 
it mine unleſs I had brought you ſomething as an equiva- 
lent? Or, have I not great reaſon to fear that you your- 
ſelf may conſider me as under obligations, inconſiſtent 
with the character of a wife; I acknowledge the great 


generoſity of your offer, and would conſidered myſelf 


highly honoured, could J prevail with myſelf to prefer to 
peace of mind the enjoyment of an affluent fortune. But 
as I have been very fincere in my anſwer, ſo let me beg, 
that you will endeavour to eradicate a paſſion, which, if 
nouriſhed longer, may prove fatal to us both. | 
I am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Your ſincere Well-wiſher. 


— PPP 


FER XCVIII. 
be rentleman's Reply. 
My DEAR So HIA, | 5 
T7 AS it not cruel to ſtart ſo many objections? Or 
could you ſuppoſe me capable of ſo baſe an ac- 
tion, as to deftroy your freedom, and peace of mind? Or 
do you think that I am capable of ever forgetting you, or 
being happy in the enjoyment of another? For God's 
fake do not mention gratitude any more, Your many 
virtues entitle you to much more than I am able to give; 
but all that I have ſhall be yours. With reſpe& to my 
relations, I have none to conſult beſides my mother and 
my uncle, and their conſent, and even approbation, are 
already obtained. You have often heard my mother de- 
clare, that ſhe preferred my happineſs with a woman of 
virtue, to the poſſeſſion of the greateſt fortune, and though. 
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forgot to mention it, yet I had communicated: my ſen. 
timents to her before 1 had opened my mind to you, Let 
we beg that you will lay aſide all thoſe unneceſſary ſeru- 
ples which only ſerve to make one unhappy, who 1s al- 
ready ſtruggling under all the ar xieties of real and ge. 
nuine love. It is in your power, my dcar, to make me 


| happy, and none elſe can, I cannot enjoy one moment's 


reſt till J have your anſwer, and then the ha;py day ſhall 
be fixed, Let me beg that you will not ftart any more 
objections, unleſs you are my real enemy; but your tender 
nature cannot ſuffer you to be cruel, Be mine, my dear, 


and J am yours for ever. My ſervant ſhall wait for the 


anſwer to your ever ſincere lover, whole ſole happineſs is 


centered in you. 1 am, &c. 
TAR REG OT 28 — 
| LETTER XCIX. 
81 _ | The Lady's Anfiuer. | 


1 Find that when one of your ſex forms a reſolution, you 
are determined to go through, whatever be the event. 
Your anſwer to my firſt objection I muſt confeſs 1s ſatis- 
factory. 1 wiſh ] could ſay ſo of the others; but 1 find that 
if J muſt comply, I ſhall be obliged to truſt the remainder 
to yourlelf, Perhaps this 1s always the caſe, and even 
the moſt cautious have been deceived. However, Sir, I 
have communicated the contents of your letters to her 
ladyſhip, as you know ſhe has been to me as a parent. 
She has not any objection, and I am at laſt reſolved to 
comply. 1 mult give myſelf up to you as a poor friendleſs 
orphan, and ſhall endeavour to act conſiſtent with the rules 


me with poverty, 1 have no friends to complain to, but 
that God who is the father of the fatherlejs. But I have a 
better opinion of you than to entertain any ſuch fears. 
I have left the time to your own appointment, and let me 
beg that you will continue in the practice of that virtuous 
education which you have received. Virtue is its own re. 
ward, and | cannot be unbappy with the man who prefers 


| the duties of religion to gaiety and diſſipation. 


Jam yours ſincerely. 


And if you. 
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LETTER C. | 
From a Lady to a Gentleman, hs of Indifference. 
SIR, 
OWEVER light you may make of promiſes, yet 
| am fooliſh enough to confider them as ſomething 


more than trifles; and am likewiſe induced to believe, 
that the man who voluntarily breaks a promiſe, will not 


pay much regard to an oath; and if fo, in what light 


maſt I conſider your conduct? Did I not give you my 
promiſe to be yours, and had you no other reaſon for ſo- 
Jiciting than merely to gratify your vanity ? A brutal gra- 
tification, indeed, to triumph over the weaknefs of a wo- 
man whoſe greateſt fault was, that ſhe loved you. I ſay 
loved you, for it as in conſequence of that paſſion, I firſt 
conſented to b:come yours. Has your conduct, Sir, been 
conſiſtent with my ſubmiſſion, or with your own ſolemn 
profeſſions? Is it conſiſtent with the character of a gen- 


tleman firſt to obtain a woman's conſent, and afterwards 


brag that he had diſcarded her, and found one more agree- 
able to his wiſhes! Do not equuvocate, I have too con- 
vincing proofs of your inſincerity; 1 ſaw you yeſterday 

walking with Miſs Benſon, and am informed that you 
have propoſed marriage to her. Whatever you may 
think, Sir, I have a ſpirit of difdain, and even reſentment 


equal to your ingratitude, and can treat the wretch with a 
Proper indifference, who can make ſo ſlight a matter of 


the moſt ſolemn promiſes. Miſs Benſon may be your wife, 
but ſhe will receive into her arms a perjured huſband ; 
nor can ever the ſuperſtructure be laſting, which is built 


on ſuch a foundation. I leave you to the ſtings of your 


own conſcience. II am the Injured. 


rr 
LETTER Cl. 
The Gentleman's Anon were 


My pear ANGEL, 
EI OR by that name I muſt flill call yer; has cruelty 
entered into your tender nature, or has ſome deſign- 
ing wretch impoſed on your credulity? My dear, I an: 
not what you have repreſented, I am neither falſe nor 2 
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jured ; I never propoſed marriage to Miſs Benſon, I never 
deſigned it; and my ſole reaſon for walking with her 
was, that I had been on a viſit to her bother, whom you 
know 15 my attorney. And was it any fault in me to 
take a walk into the fields along with him and his ſiſter ? 
Surely prejudice itſelf cannot fay ſo; but I am afraid you 
have been impoſed on by ſome deſigning perſon, who had 
private views, and private ends to anſwer by ſuch baſe- 
neſs. But whatever may have been the cauſe, I am en- 
tirely innocent; and to copvince you of my ſincerity, beg 
that the day of marriage may be next week. My affec- 
tions never fo much as wandered from the dear object of 


my love; in you are centered all my hopes of felicity ; 


with you only can I be happy. Keep me not in miſery 


one moment longer, by entertaining groundleſs jealouſies 


againſt one who loves you in a manner ſuperior to the 
whole of your ſex; and I can ſet at defiance even malice 
itſelf, Let me beg your anſwer by my ſervant, which 
will either make me happy or miferable. I have ſent a 
{mall parcel by the bearer, which I hope you will accept 
as a convincing proof of my integrity ; | 
NO And am yours for ever. 


LETTER CH. 


rom a young Officer, ordered to his Regiment in Minorca, 
to a young Lady whom he had courted. 


MV Dear, 


1 AM ſcarce able to hold the pen. An order has juſt 


now arrived from th: War-office, by which I am 
obliged to ſet ſail to-morrow for Minorca, without having 


the happineſs of ſeeing my angel. What unhappineſs to 


us, and devaſtation among the human race has the ambi- 
on of princes, and the perfidiouſneſs of miniſters occa- 
fionec | Huſbands obliged to leave their beloved wives, 
and dear little children; every relation is broken, and we 
may well ſay with Addiſon, . 
Wat havock has ambition made 

But what is this to my preſent purpoſe? Like all others 
in a ſtate of diſtraction, Jam obliged to write nonſenſe, if 
any thing can be ſo called where the name of my charmer 
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is found. Did you know, my dear, what a ftrugole I 
have between love and duty, you would conſider me as an 
object of compaſſion, I am bound by the moſt ſolemn 
oaths to be yours; and at the ſame time duty obliges me 
to draw my ſword in defence of the juſt rights of my law- 


ful prince and injured country ; and whatever dangers 


may wait for me, I would meet them with the greateſt 
cheerfulneſs, were I ſure of poſſeſſing one place in your 
heart, But why do l ſay one, I muſt have all or none; 
] cannot bear the moſt diſtant thought that you would 
place your affections on another. No, my dear, were 
that to happen, I would act the part of General Camp- 
bell at the fatal battle of Fontenoy, by ruſhing on the 
{word of the enemy, to put an end to a weary exiſtence. 
] ſhould cheerfully lay down my life, which could be of 
ſmall value, were I to be feparated for ever from you. 
But why do I doubt? I know my charmer is as virtuous 
as ſhe is beautiful, and that nothing but my own conduct 
can ever make her diſqyrd me, but 

Is not abſence death to thoſe who love However, 1 
have the pleaſing reflection yet left, that whilſt I am in 
a diſtant part of the world attending my duty, I ſhall be 
remembered by her, whoſe prayers for my preſervation 
will be acceptable to that God who loves virtue, who 1s 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Nothing in this 


world can ever be ſo dear to me as you are. Believe al! 


3 ſay, and I am happy. If I do any thing that may ap- 
pear wrong, inform me of it, and it ſhall be my firſt 
care to confeſs my fault and amend. I defire your ad- 
vice 1n every thing ; but alas ? ſeparation will render it 
difficult, though not impoſſible. Not having had time 
to ſettle with our agent, I have left an order with my 
mother for that purpoſe.— Let me beg that you will ho- 


nour her with a viſit, ſhe will eſteem it as a reſpect ſhewn 


to me. I have often told you what an excellent woman 
ſhe is, and I am fully perſuaded you will find her ſo; yea, 
more ſo than L ever mentioned. We are to {top at 
Gibraltar, where J hope to have a letter from you. If it 
comes too late, the governor will forward it to Minorca, 

Once more, my dear, farewel ; continue to be mine, and 
21! the viciflitudes and dangers of war will appear as trifles ; 
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and wnen peace ſhall again bleſs the nations, I will fly on 
the wings of love to the arms of my deareſt angel, and 
ipend with her the remainder of my days. | 

I am your fincere Lover, 


rr — 


LE T TER EI. 


T he Lacy An xd 


Dear CHARLES, 


F your hand could ſcarcely hold the pen, I am afraid 
this will appear unintelligible, being wet with tears 
trom beginning to end. When your letter arrived, we 
were drinking tea, and my father reading the news-paper, 
wherein it was ſaid, that all the officers in the army were 
ordered to juin their regiments; I was a good deal alarm- 
ed, but ſome hopes remained, till the fatal letter con- 
vinced me that my ſuſpicions were but too well founded. 
Alas! how vain are human expectations]! In the morning 
we dream of happineſs, and before evening are really mi- 
ſerable. I was promiſing to myſelf that one month would 
have joined our hands, and now we are ſeparated perhaps 
for years, if not for ever. For how do | know but the 
next poſt may bring me an account of your being killed 
in battle, and then farewel every thing in this world, 
My pleaſing proſpects will then vaniſh, and although un- 


married, will remain a widow till death. And is it pofſi- 
ble you can doubt one moment of my ſincerity ; or do you 


think, that thoſe affections can ever be placed on another 
which were firſt fixed on you, from a convincing proof of 


your accompliſhments and merit? No, my dear, my 


fidelity to you ſhall remain as unſpotted as this paper, be- 
fore it was blotted with ink, and bedewed with tears. I 
know not how others love, bat my engagements are for 
eternity. You deſire me to put you in mind of your duty. 

1 know not of any faults, nor am I diſpcſed to look for 
them. I doubt not, but the religious education you have 


received in your, youth will enable you to reſiſt the 


ſtrongeſt temptations; and, like that everlaſting honour 
to the army, Colonel Gardiner, although not afraid to. 


fight, yet you will be afraid to fin. However terrifying 


it may be to meet death in the field, yet it is far. more aws 
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fal to appear before a juſt God, whom we have offended 
by our iniquities, I have been reading RYyelPs Hiſtory of 
England, and that elegant author ſays, that at the battle of 
Haſtings, which overthrew the Saxon Monarchy, the 


Normans, although under arms all night, were yet fervent 


in their devotions, whilſt the Engliſh, who thought them- 
ſelves ſecure of victory, were ſpending their time in riot 
and drunkenneſs. But alas! the next day exhibited a 
different ſcene, The Normans became conquerors, after 
killing many thouſands of the enemy; and ſuch are com- 
monly the fatal effects of debauchery. There is not one 
body of people in the world accuſed of irrehgion more 
than the military; and from the very nature of their em- 
ployment, none are more obliged to practiſe every Chriſtian: 


duty. I hey ſee thouſands of their fellow-creatures hur- 


ried into eternity, nor do they know but the next may be 
themſelves. My dear Charles, never be aſhamed of re- 


gion. A conſciouſneſs of your integrity will inſpire you 


with real courage in the day of battle; and if you ſhould 
at laſt die in defence of the juſt rights of your country, the 


Dieine Favour will be your comfort through eternity. In 


the mean time my prayers. ſhall conſtantly be for your 
ſafety and preſervation, and my earneſt hopes fixed on 
your happy return. 

have obtained leave of my parents to reſide with your 
mother during the ſummer, which will at leaſt be ſome 
conſolation to me in your abſence, Let me hear from 
you as often as poſſible, but never doubt of my fidelity. 


Conſider me as already yours, and I am happy. FParc- 


wel, my dear, and may the wiſdom of God direct, and 
bis Providence be your guard, is the ſincere prayer of her 
who preters you before all the world. 


463 ) 


PART IV. 
Ox FxIENDSRHIT, & c. 


LETTER CIV. 


The following Letter on F riendſhip was written by a Gentle 
man lately deceaſed, and found among/t his Papers. 


My pear FRIEND, | 


T was a ſtrange notion of Paſchal, that he would never 
admit any man to a ſhare of his friendſhip. Had that 
great man been a Miſanthrope, or an enemy to his fel- 


luw-creatures, | ſhould not have been much {ſurpriſed ; 


but as his love to mankind extended as far as either his 
knowledge or influence, it is neceſſary to conſider his rea- 


ſons, for a conduct apparently ſo ſtrange. Paſchal had 


D 


ſuch elevated notions of the Deity on the one hand, and 
ſo low an opinion of human nature on the other, that he 
thought, if he placed his affections on any created being, 
it would be a ſort of inſult to the Creator, and a robbing 


him of that worſhip which was due to him alone. But 


whatever were the notions of that great man, yet there is 


ſuch a thing as real friendſhip, and there is alſo a neceſſity 
for it. It is true, indeed, that God is our only friend, 


and that on him our affections ought principally to be 


fixed. But thoſe who are acquainted with human nature, 


well know that we are ſuch a compoſition of fleſh and 


ſpirit, that however we may wiſh to keep up an intercourſe 
with the Deity, yet our inclinations are ſucn, that we are 
more deſirous of being converſant with thoſe of our own 
ſpecies, to whom, at all times, we can be able to uuboſom 
gurſelves, | 
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Friendſhip is as old as the firſt formation of ſociety, and 
there 1s ſcarce one ancient writer now extant, who has not 
ſaid ſomething in praiſe of it. Of this we have a fine 
example in the ſtory of David and Jonathan, as recorded 
in the ſecond book of Samuel. In the ſame ſacred oracles 
we are told that love is ſtronger than death; and even the 
great Redeemer of the world had a beloved diſciple. 

The pious and ingenious Dr. Watts has finely deſcribed 
friendſhip in one of his poems, which I doubt not but 
you have read, 

Friendſhip, thou charmer of the mind, 
Thou ſweet deluding ill; 
The brighteſt moments mortals find, 
And ſharp<ſt pains we feel. 
Fate has divided all eur ſhares 
Of pleaſure, and of pain; | 
In love the friendihip and the cares 
; Are mix'd and join'd again, 
The ſame ingenious author in another place ſays, 
Tis dangerous to let looſe our love 
Beneath the eternal fair, 


But whatever the wiſe or learned may ſay, yet we know 
that man 1s a ſocial being, and conſequently has a capa- 


city, and even a deſire for friendſhip. Friendſhip is in its 
_ own nature fo neceſſary, that I know not how a ſocial be- 


ing can exiſt without it, Are we by any providential oc- 
currence raiſed from poverty to affluence, to whom can 
we communicate the delightful news but to our friend? On 
the other hand, are we reduced from the higheſt pinnacle 
of grandeur to the moſt abje& ſtate of poverty, to whom 
can we look for conſolation but to God and our friend? In- 
deed, there is not one ſtate or condition in life where friend- 


ſhip is not neceſſary. What wretched mortals would men 


be were they not endowed with ſo noble a principle ! 
Friend ſhip is of a very delicate nature, and either the 
happineſs or miſery of both parties may, in ſome ſenſe, 
be ſaid to depend on it. Friendſhip is ſomewhat like 
marriage, it is made for life, or, as Cæſar ſaid, © The die 
is catt,” Mrs. Rowe, in one of her letters to the Coun- 
teſs of Hertford, ſays, When | contract a friendſhip, it 
is for eternity: Her notions were always elevated, and 
the chief buſineſs of her life ſeems to have been in promot- 
ing the intereſt of her fellow- creatures. Friendſhip obliges 
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the parties engaged to lay open their minds to each other; 
there muſt not be any concealment. There is not an en. 
dearing attribute of the Deity, not an amiable quality in 
man, but what 1s included in the word Friendſhip. Bene- 
volence, Mercy, Pity, Compaſſion, &c. are only parts of it, 

From all this we may learn, that great care ought to 


be had in the choice of friends; and ſhould they unhap- 


pily betray the ſacred truſt repoſed in them, yet we ought 
not to purſue them with unrelenting fury. 

In the courſe of my experience I remember two in- 
ſtances of the breach of friendſhip, which were attended 
with very different effects. Two gentlemen contracted a 
friendſhip for each other, which laſted ſome years; at 
laſt one of them unbappily revealed a ſecret to his wife, 
who told it to the wife of the other, in conſequence of 
which an unhappy diviſion took place in the family of the 
latter. The injured perſon upbraided his friend with 1n- 
fidelity, told him of the fatal effects occaſioned by this 
imprudence; * but (ſays he) although I cannot be your 
friend any longer, yet I will never be your enemy. My 


heart will pity you, whilit my hand ſhall be open to re- 


lieve your neceſlities.” Such a declaration was conſiſtent 


with the prudence of a man, and the piety of a Chriſtian 


but that of the other was of a nature totally oppoſite, and 
(in my opinion) truly diabolical. A difference of a ſimi- 
lar nature happened, attended with the like circumſtances ; 
but the injured perſon, inſtead of ſympathizing with the 
weakneſs of his friend, purſued him with unrelenting 


cruelty, nor ever ceaſed until he had accompliſhed his ruin, 


and even triumphed over it You may make what com- 
ments you pleaſe; I can only aſſure you that both are facts. 
How different, my friend, has our conduct to each other 
been ? During theſe thirty years, no breach has ever hap- 
pened ; and it ſeems as new this day as at the beginning. 
As this is probably the laſt letter you will ever ſee in my 
hand writing, accept of my ſincere thanks for the many 
benefits 1 have received from your faithful admonitions, 
and your benevolent conſolations; and when we meet in 


the regions of bliſs, our happineſs will then remain un- 
anterrupted, 


I am yours ſincerely, 


I 
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in | From & Gemleman, auhoſe Wife was lately dend, to a Clergy- 
to | man in the Neighbourhood. 

p. Rev. S18, . 3 

he OU have often, both in public and in private, en- 
J 


larged on thoſe comforts and conſolations which 


in. | Chriſtianity affords to the afflicted; and if ever they were : 
ed | neceſſary to one under thoſe circumſtances, they muſt be 
iz | to myſelf, About ſeven laſt night my wife died in child- 


bed, and I am left the diſconſolate parent of five young 
children. Had you ſeen the excruciating tortures under 
which ſhe expired, it would have reminded you of the 
emphaſis of that curſe pronounced upon our firſt parents 
for their rebellion againſt God, When ſhe ſaw the king 
of terrors approach, ſhe was all reſignation to the Divine 
Will, and left this lower world in the ſame manner, and 
with the ſame cheerful alacrity, as if ſhe had been going 
to viſit a friend, or attend the ſervice of her Maker. 
Overwhelmed with grief, I entered her chamber, when 


ſhe exerted the ſmall remains of ſtrength, and ſpoke to 
me as follows : | 


« My Dear, | | 

J am now going the way of all fleſh, but God, the 
everlaſting God, will be your comfort. When 1 firſt be- 
came yours, I looked for all the happineſs conſiſtent with 
the ſtate of human nature in this vale of miſery ; and I muſt 
confeſs that my higheſt wiſhes have been gratifed, and 
your tenderneſs has been even more than I could expect. 
You may have ſeen faults in my conduct, bur I do aſſure 
you (and this 1s not a time to diſſemble) they were altogether 
involuntary. My principal ſtudy was to obtain the favour 

of that God before whom I am ſoon tc appear. My obe- 
dience to the commands of my God has been attended 

with many imperfections, but I truſt for pardon and ac- 

ceptance in the merits of my dear Redeemer.” Here ſhe 

fainted looked wiſhfullygat me, and ſhed a tear over 

her dear children, who were crying by her bed, She 
- attempted to ſpeak, but in vain, At laſt, fixing her eyes 
| towards heaven, ſhe repeated thoſe beautiful words, Into 
thy hands I commit my ſoul, for thou haſt redeemed me, 
j 
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h Bs opened till the ſoand of the laſt trumpet. I 


Las ſunk for ſome time in the greateſt diſtreſs, looking on 


the dear departed remains of my beloved ſponſe, and en- 
deavouring to ſilence, by perſuaſion, the cries of her 
orphan children. At laſt I recollected that I had ſtill a 
friend left in you, to whom I might, with a view of con- 


folation, lay open the inmoſt receſſes of my heart. I am 
afraid your indiſpoſition may hinder you from viſiting me, 


and if fo, let me beg that you will, in the mean time, fa- 
vour me with a few lines. At preſent every ſort of con- 
ſolation will be acceptable, but whatever comes from you 
will be doubly ſo. I know not what to write; excuſe in- 


coherence and impropriety, from him whom you have 
often honoured with the appellation of friend. . 


J am, Kc. 


LETTER Cvl. 
The Clergyman's Anjaver. 


My DEar FRIEND, 
Sincerely commiſerate your variegated calamity, and 
wiſh the:e was any thing in my power that could alle- 
viate your diſtreſs. You well know that ail affliction, of 
whatever kind it is, proceeds from God.—<* I create light 
« and make darkneſs, I make war and peace, I the Lord 
« do all theſe things.” This, Sir, ſhould be your firſt 
conſideration, and this ſhould regulate the whole of your 
conduct. | | 1 


It was this conſideration which reconciled old Eli to 


the ſevereſt doom that perhaps was ever denounced, — 


Though contrary to human nature, and much more ſo to 


natural affe ction, yet“ it is the Lord, let him do what 
Mall ſeem good.“ | 

This reconciled Job to all his unparalleled ſufferings, 
The Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away ;”” rapaciouz 
hands, and warring elements, were only inſtruments of his 
power, therefore | bleſs and adore his holy name. 

This conſolation fortified the man Chrift Jefus on the 
approach of his inconceivable bitter agony. But it is my 
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Father's pleaſure, and not the malice of my enemies, 
therefore not my will but his be done. 

If your Father, dear Sir, your heavenly Father, who 
loves you with an everlaſting love, has thought proper to 
mix ſome gall with your portion of life, ſenſible of the be- 
neficent hand from which your viſitation comes, may you 
bow your head in awful filence ; and ſay with the afflicted 
Hezekiah of old, « Good is the word of the Lord con- 
&« cerning me.“ | 

Afflictions are often accompanied with many valuable 
benefits; as David ſaid, It is good for me that | have 
„been afflicted, for before that 1 went aſtray.“ 

Afflictions ſerve to wean us from the world, When 
every thing goes ſmoothly on, and nothing interrupts the 
preſent enjoyments, we are apt to forget the God that 

made us, and ſay with unparalleled aſſorance, Who is the 


Almighty that 1 ſhould ſerve him ? 


Afflictions ſerve to lead us to value the bleflings of 
Chriſtianity, and to hold in the loweſt eſtimation our own 
worthineſs. When ſorrows harraſs our circumitances, and 
trouble oppreſſes our minds, we are glad, we are earnelt 
to find reit in Chnſt. The ſevere affliction under which 
J have ſo long laboured, hinders me from ſeeing you, al- 
though I ſhall take the firſt opportunity of doing ſo, when 
it pleaſes God to reſtore me again to health, In che mean 
time I have ſent you a copy of Fleetwood's Life of Chriſt. 
A careful peruſal of that valuable work will reconcile you 
to the various diſpenſations of Providence, eſpecially when 
you conſider the character of the Redeemer, wao ſuffered 
ſo much for us. He bore our griefs and carried our forrows. 
Le was a man of ſorrow, and acquainted with get: 

From theſe conſiderations, my dear friend, endeavour 


to reconcile yourſelf to this awful diſpenſation of Provi- 


dence: ] am ſenſible of your loſs, but you know uot what 
God may yet have in ſtore for you, Perhaps ne has only 
deprived you of one mercy in order to beſtow another, 


1 doubt not, but the Almighty has thoulands of mercies 


yet in ftore for you, both in time and in eternity, ang 

that period is faſt approaching when you . urſeff mult 

put off this earthly tabernacle, and pay thac debt to na- 

ture which your beloved ſpouſe has already done. Let 

your care at preſent be, to attend the education of vour 
1 2 
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children. Your duty is now doubly increaſed, and all that 
was incumbent on your beloved ſpouſe, is now transferred 
to yourſelf; but the bleſſings of the Almighty will be be- 
MNowed in proportion to your cheerful obedience. It is a 
great comfort that your beloved ſpouſe died in the faith 
and fear of the dear Redeemer, and it will be the greateſt 
Honour you ever can acquire, to inſtruct your children in 
thoſe principles which made the proſpect of death agree- 
able, and even welcome to their mother. So that when 
the great God ſhall appear te judge the world, you may 
be able to ſtand before him and ſay, here I am, and the 
children which thou haſt given me. Thus, Sir, I have 
{aid all that I can think on the prefent melancholy occaſion. 
But how comfortable are thoſe words of St. Paul, Our 
« light affliction, which is but for a moment, ſhall work 
*« out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
« glory!“ | 
The things that are ſeen are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen are eternal. There is nothing perma- 
nent or laſting in this world, and the tall oak is as eaſily 
cut down by the hand of Omnipotence, as the plant is 
plucked up. I feel myſelf growing weak, and muſt there- 
fore conclude. May that gracious God who has thought 
Proper to afflict you, continue to ſuppore you under this 
and every other trial, till you arrive at laſt in the king- 
dom, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where 
the weary are at reſt, is the ſincere prayer of | 
Your moſt affectionate Friend. 


LETTER: CVIE, 


From à C lergyman to d young Gentleman who had formerly 
been his Pupil, but now at the Univerſity. 


Dear SIR, = | #: 
X 7 BILST you was under my care I made it my #% 
principal ſtudy to diſcharge the duties of my ſta- ap 
tion, conſiſtent with the character of a Miniſter of the |! and 
Goſpel; and now that you are removed to the fountain - S tv 
head of learning, 1 conſider myſelt in ſome manner fill | 
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ender the ſame obligation. In a letter I have lately re- 
ceived from your tutor, hear with great pleaſure that you 
make great progreſs in your ſtudies. —Altho* Providence 
has placed me at this diſtance, yet I have a ftrong incli- 
nation to communicate my thoughts to you on a ſubje of 
the utmoſt importance; I mean the neceſſary obligation 
you are under of reducing knowledge to practice, and that 
unleſs the one correſponds with the other, learning inſtead 
of a bleſſing, becomes a real curſe. To different men 


God has communicated different advantages. From Pa- 


gans leſs is required than from Chriſtians, and as much 
leſs, as they know leſs of their maſter's will. Some are 
obliged to grope by the light of the moon and ſtars, and 
others are bleſſed with the light of the fun. It is much 
more deſirable to walk by day light than by moon light. 


All, however, have light enough, if they rightly improve 


it, to enable them to find the way to God's favour. If 
there is any one who has no knowledge given him, he is 
not a moral agent, and nothing can be expected from him. 
But this cannot be ſuppoſed of any reaſonable creature. 
There is no perſon ſo ignorant as not to have ſome know- 


ledge of moral good and evil; and his acceptance and 


happineſs depend on his acting up to this knowledge, 
whatever it is, and not on his acting up to any more ex- 


tenſive knowledge which others in more advantageous cir- 


cumſtances have. 


The moſt knowing ought to be the moſt virtuous; but 


inſtead of this they are very often the moſt vicious. They 
employ their knowledge, not to mend their hearts, or to- 
reſtrain their paſſions, but to gain applauſe, or to over- 


reach and deceive. They make uſe of it for oſtentation 


or miſchief, and not for directing them in a courſe of 
upright and uſeful condutt. We can never conclude what 
a man's character is from the parts he poſſeſſes, or the 
opinions he holds. Nothing is more common than fox 
men to believe one thing, and to practiſe the contrary. 
The beſt ſentiments may have poſſeſſion of their heads, 
while the vileſt diſpoſitions govern their actions. We 
ſee continually that thoſe who receive the righteſt prin- 
ciples, and make the faireſt profeſſions, are very wicked 


and worthleſs. In ſhort, it is one of the moſt undeniable 
wuths, that we may have all the faith and. knowledge in. 
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the world in our underſtandings, without one ſpark of 
genuine goodneſs in our hearts. 


The reaſon of this common ſeparation between know. 


ledge and practice, is the influence of particular affections 


and paſſions within us, leading us contrary to our know- 
ledge. Our judgments direct us one way, our paſſions 
draw.us another. Reaſon dictates piety and righteouſ- 
neſs : Brutal paſſions and the allurements of the world in- 
cline us to irreligion and wickedneſs. The latter becomes 
predominant, and thus we are ſeduced and corrupted ; 

our knowledge becomes of no avail, and our lives are 
rendered a ſcene of inconſiſtency between our principles 
and our conduct. The knowledge of our duty is given 
us on perpaſe that we may do it. Practice is all, and it 


fipnifies little what we know if this is wanting. No in- 


telieftnal talents or accompliſhments are of any ſervice to 
thoſe who poſſeſs them, unleſs they render them better 
than other men. It is the ſubſerviency of wit and learn- 
ing to virtue that makes them indeed ornaments and 


teſhngs. Knowledge that is not attended with correſ- 
pondent practice defeats its own intention. It becomes 
maimed, vain, and unprofitable. We may ſhine and 


make a great noiſe, but we are Rill deſtitute of all real 
Worth. One good diſpoſition in the foul is infinitely pre- 
ferabl- to the fineſt parts, or the moſt brilliant wit. One: 
virtue in the heart is more valuable than a million of truths 
floating in the head, or any, even the moſt excellent arts 
and ſciences with which the underſtanding can be itocked. 

We are too apt to be dazzled with the luſtre of great 
talents, and to ſet an v:due value on wit and genius.—. 


But the endow: ents of the head deſerve no admiration- 
Virtue is the one 


compared with :hoſe of the heart. 
thing that is truly and invariably great and adinirable, and 
to this chiefly all other qualities owe their excellence. 
There 1s indeed an excellence. in knowlec ge, but it is 
founded principally on its connection in pr. Rice, There 
e a greatneſs in it; but, when ſeparated from a virtuous 
character, it is nothing but the greatneſs of a demon. It 
1s important and valuable; but the import once of it con- 
tits in its furniſhing vs with greater nicans and powers of 
uietulneſs. Some degree of knowledge is abſolutely ne- 
c:fary to the practice of virtue, and the more any one 


has of 
happin 


be con 


ration: 


1 
NV 


3 
1 
9 
4 
— 


to acq 


remen 


per{tri 
vanta; 
able « 


loweſt 


will ti 
gree 
ſpeak 
at the 
wit, C 
pron 
* 
enly 
only 
teſta 
beco 
into 
mea 
and 
prej 
vice 
thar 
U 
{ab} 
um 


75 . r. eto 
— 


LETTERS ON FRIENDSHIP, &c, 103 


— 


has of it, the more he is capable of the improvement and 
happineſs connected with virtue. For this reaſon, it may 


be conſidered as the foundation of all the dignity of a 


rational creature, and conſequently it muſt be our duty 
to acquire as much of it as we can. But ſtill we ſhould 
remember, that it is the uſe we make of it, or the ſu- 
perſtructure we raiſe upon it, that muſt render it an ad- 
vantage and a bleſſing. It will render us more honour— 
able or more deformed, juſt as we apply it; and the 


loweſt degree of it, when attended with ſuitable practice, 


will turn to infimtely more account than the higheſt de- 
orce of it, when applied to vicious purpoſes. It is un- 
{peakably better to be the ſilieſt creature upon earth, and 
at the ſame time virtuouſly diſpoſed, than to be the fineſt 


wit, or the firſt {cholar in the world, and at the ſame time 


proud, ill-natured, or envious. 

Knowledge, when ſeparated from right practice, is not 
enly unprofitable, but even hurtful and pernicious. It 
only aggravates guilt, and make us more vile and _ 
teſtable. Inſtead of contributing to our happineſs, 
becomes a nuiſance and a curſe, and will fink us Abe 
into ruin. If a man of an improved underſtanding is 
mean, or fal e, or covetous, he is ſo much the more baſe 
and hateful. Thoſe who are above vulgar errors and 
prejudices, ought iſo to be above vulgar paſſiois and 
vices; and if they are not, they are more nds og 
than mechanics or beggars. 

have a few more thoughts to ſend you on the ſame 
ſubject, but muſt delay for a few days. In the mean 
time 1 am | | 


Your ſincere Well-wiſher. 


r 


LE F TFER CVIII. 


The Cleroyman's ſecures Leiter on the ſame important Subſcct. 


Dear SIR, 


1 Concluded my laſt with a promiſe of ſending vou a few 
more thougats on the ſame 1mportant ſubject, as a part 
of that duty | owe to you and your family. 

There is always an inconſiſteney in moral evil when 


zoined to ſuperior knowledge, which increaſes its odiauſe 
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neſs and demerit. The more a perſon knov's, the more 


he muſt ſee of the importance of righteouſneſs ; and, 


therefore, the more inexcuſable if he deviates from it. 
Such a perſon mult be more depraved, and he muſt ex- 
Poſe himſelf to a more ſevere puniſhment, in proportion 

as he ſins more againſt light and conviction. Every man 


will find that the want of reaſon is much better than rea- 


fon abuſed; and to live and die the pooreſt idiot, is more 
deſirable than to poſſeſs knowledge, without applying it 
to the practice of virtue. 3 | 

How great and honourable are thoſe, who are as much 


diſtinguiſhed by the excellence of their lives, and ſweet- 


nels of their tempers, as by the brightneſs of their parts, 

and the ſuperiority of their underſtanding. What an ho- 
Nour and dignity knowledge, when attended with virtu- 
ous practices, beſtows on a character! As there is nothing 


more monſtrous than a bad heart, joined to a head adorned 


with knowledge, ſo there is nothing more excellent than 
the contrary, 
to an underſtanding 1mproved by ſcience ; ſuperior talents 
of judgment and icarning, directed by candour, benevo- 


| lence, and goodneſs; this includes alb that is noble and. 


reſpectable in a character. 

Practice, united to knowledge, capacitates particularly 
for uſefulneſs in the world. There is no ſuch ornament 
to religion, a5 the man who employs his knowledge to do 
good, and lives agreeably to the light and dictates of a 
well-informed judgment! Such a perſon has the greateſt 
ſatisfaction within himſelf : He has, in his own mind, an 
inexhauſtible fund of joy and pleaſure : He is free from 
thoſe reproaches of conſcience by which choſe who know 
what 1s right withoot doing it muſt be tormented, A, 
perſon whoſe actions are at variance with his judgment, 
maſt be the ſeat of conſtant tumult and vexation. The 
juſter his ſentiments are, the more extenſive his know- 
ledge, ſo much the more muſt he be the object of his own 
abhorrence. But a perſon who has an enlightened mind,. 
and at the ſame time acts uprightly, and is conſcious of 
obeying the dictates of his reaſon, is the more happy in 
proportion as he fees more of the light of truth, and is- 
better inſttucted in his duty. 


A life regulated by piety and virtue, united 
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You ſee, Sir, what ſtrong motives we have to endeavour 
te accompany our knowledge with practice. I have al- 
reaq,” told you that knowledge without practice is much 
worſe ti in vain and inſignificant. It is a bane and a curſe : 
It renders Choſe who poſſeſs it more defpicable and vile : 


It increaſes out, and will enflame our fature reckoning, 
and fink us into che deepeſt miſery. Let theſe arguments, 


my dear Sir, teach you to apply your learning above all 
things to practice; we ought indeed to endeavour to in- 
creaſe our knowledge. This properly improved is very 
defirable and important; Uut I am ſhewing you a more 
excellent way. | 


Defire knowledge, but deſire it in order to practice. 


Deſire knowledge, but turn your main zeal towards real 
goodneſs. It is this alone can render you lovely and re- 
ſpectable. It is this alone that can fave you from future 
condemnation, and bring you to everlaſth.g happineſs. 
The practice of virtue is the proper buſineſs os life: It 


was for this we were ſtationed in the preſent worla, and 
not ſo much for any of the purpoſes of ſpeculation àud 


literary improvement. The only ſcience worth purſuing 


with anxiety, is that which leads to the amendmeat of the 
heart, and helps us to eftabliſh our ſouls in purity and 


tranquillity. | 


It God gives us knowledge enough for this, we need 
not be very ſorry for our ignorance in other reſpects. It 
is, Without doubt, extremely defirable to be poſſeſſed of 
knowledge; nor can any perſon of liberal ſentiments avoid 


wiſhing, he was better ſatisfied than he is on many points 


of ſpeculation. A thirſt after knowledge is a noble and 


excellent principle ; and we cannot cheriſh it too mach, 
if we take care to keep it in a proper ſubordination to a 
thirtt after moral improvement. We ſhould, however, 
always remember, that in the preſent world we cannot 
hope to have this principle gratified. He that applies 
himſelf now to the practice of moral virtue, ſhall have 
all the knowledge he wiſhes for in another Rate ; but he 


that neglects this now, and whoſe knowledge leaves him, 
a {lave to brutal paſſions, is more wretched than can be 


imagined ; he mult fall a facrifice ro Divine Juſtice, and 
his knowledge end in ſhame and ruin, 
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It is but little we are capable of knowing in this liſe: 
We are at preſent neceſſarily in a ſtate of great ig nora 
We are obliged to content ourſelves, in numberlgie in. 
ſtances, with conjectures inſtead of knowledge, ar. d to fit 
down in doubt and darkneſs with reſpe& to ſubi- &s, which 
we cannot help longing to be better acquainted with. Would 

you acquire real Knowledge? Would you have all your 
_ preſent doubts reſolved ? Would you become acquainted 
with the Conſtitution of Nature, the Wiſdom, Providence; 
and Wonders of the Creation? Would you exchange this 
ſtate of darkneis and ignorance, for the regions of light 
and glory? Then apply your ſelf to the practice of know- 
ledge.— Be virtuous now, and you may be hereafter, 
Jam, g#ar Sir, your moſt ſincere Friend, 


— 


LETTER CIX. 
- The young Gentleman'”s Anſerber. 


EN thouſand thanks to my worthy tutor, and fe- 
cond parent, for his kind inſtructions. Vou firſt 
taught me to form a prayer, and now you have inſtructed 
me how to reduce my knowledge to practice. Your let- 
ter came to me at a very ſeaſonable juncture; I had been 
converſing with ſome of my feilow-ſtudents concerning 
the utility of ſtudying hiſtory. One repreſented it as dull 
and infipid ; another as only ſuited for an idle perſon, who 
was ſo mean as to deſpiſe the Beau Monde. For my own 
part, | am very diffident in deciding dogmatically on an 
affair of any importance, either real or apparent. But as 
I would not chooſe to ſpend my time in idleneſs, fo neither 
would J neglect any opportunity of acquiring the know-- 


ledge of ſuch ſciences as can either enlarge the powers of 


the human mind, or become uſeful in common life. I 
know that we are liable to be ſwayed by a great number 
of prejudices, and being well convinced of the depravity 
of human nature, I am glad to ſeek for inſtruction wherever 
I can find it, but much more ſo from you. I ſhall there» 
fore trouble you with the following queries, viz, 
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I. Is the ſtudy of hiſtory neceſſary, and if ſo, what are 


the benefits ariſing from 1t ? 


II. Whether is it moſt proper to begin with the Sacred, 
the Greek, or Roman Hiſtories, or thoſe of our own 
country? 


concomitants ? 


As your knowledge can only be exceeded by your hn- 
manity, I doubt not but you will favour me with your 
anſwers to the above, and I do aſſure you I ſhall abide 


| pleaſed to mention in your next, which are the moſt 
proper authors to be peruſed in the above ſtudies. There 
E 1: ſuch a variety of writers, that the utmoſt extent of 
| human life will not admit of time to peruſe them. In 
| ſach a wilderneſs, it is no wonder if J look for a guide. 
Your %% dixit ſhall, on all occaſions, be the rule of my 
conduct, and fo far as I obtain your approbation, I ſhall 
conſider myſelf in the way of duty. 


I am, Sir, yours with gratitude, Ke. 


1 "LETTER cx. 
The Clergyman's Anſwer. 
My DEAR Sin, 


Received your letter, and am glad that I am in ſome 
meaſure able to comply with your requeſt, having ſpent 
many years in the ſtudy of hiſtory. To attend unio the 
events of P. ovidence, to watch the ſtream of time, and 
ovierve its various revolutions, is an exerciſe as uſeful as 


ployment of the human ynderſtanding, we ſlight the beſt 
friend of virtue, and deſpiſe the molt faithful advocate for 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God. Hiſtory preients us 
with a view of the conduct of our fellow creatures in every 
age and nation. By it we are led into the ſecrets of princes 

thouſands of years ago; we learn what were the cauſes 
ha the once famous Perſian Empire became fo eaſy a 
prey to a handful of Greeks under the command-of that 


III. Is biography a part of hiſtory, or what are its 


by your directions. Let me alſo beg that you will be 


i: is pleating. If we neglect it we loſe the nobleſt em- 
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illuſtrious murderer Alexander; and why Julius Cæſar, a 
ſervant of the Republic of Rome, ſhould be able to tram- 
ple on the rights of his fellow-citizens. But above all, by 
tracing effects up to their original cauſes, we ſee and are 
convinced of the wiſdom, equity, and beauty of the Divine 
Providence, and with the patriarch of old ſay, This 
hath God done.” For example, when we conſider that 
the effects of the Grecian conqueſts in Aſia diffuſed among 
_ thoſe people the knowledge of the Greek language, and the 
Roman conqueſts on the other hand made the Latin as well 
known; at firſt fight this may appear a trifling obſerva- 
tion ; but in reality it was attended with very beneficial 
conſequences to mankind. At the time of Chriſt's ap- 
pearance, the Roman Empire extended over the greateſt 
part of the then known world; and abſtracting from a few 
dialects, the greateſt and moſt general body of the people 
ſpoke only two languages. 'I'his, in a great meaſure, fa- 
cilitated the propagation of Chriſtianity, and the glad 
tidings of the Goſpel were heard through all lands.— 
Hiſtory, like every other ſcience, becomes uſeful accord- 
ing to the manner in which we read it. A chronological! 
ſeries of facts may ſatisfy an idle curioſity, but the think- 
ing perſon will deduce rational inferences from every ma- 
terial occurrence. A bare narrative of facts is like the 
materials uſed in buildings, but it is only the ſkilful archi- 


tect who can complete the edifice.— The mind may be 1 


ſtored with facts while it is altogether uninformed. Vol- 
taire has juſtly obſerved, that it is of little concern to us 


when a tyrant was ſlain by his injured ſubjects, and a re- 


volution happened, unleſs we learn at the ſame time what 
were the cauſes from which thoſe effects flowed. There 
are three ways in which hiſtory ought always to be read, 
viz. Firſt, in a ſhort abſtract; ſecond, in a more enlarged 
manner ; and, laſtly, in a judicious abridgment to refreſh 
the memory. Hiſtory has likewiſe three inſeparable com- 
panions, chronology, geography, and logic. Chronology 


marks out to us the ſtages of our journey; geography 


points out to us the bounds of that country through which 
we are travelling; and logic enables to form a right judg- 
ment of men and their actions. There is not any body of 
men, to whom hiſtory is not uſeful. Would you enter into 


the church, you would find it abſolutely neceſſary. For 
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how ſhould they be able to underſtand the different here- 
ſies, or the cauſes which produced them, unleſs they are 
well acquainted with eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, both ancient 
and modern. | | 
The phyſician cannot underſtand the nature of that 
» ſcience which he profeſſes, unleſs he is converſant with 
© hiſtory; and it is well known, that law is inſeparably 
connected with it. The ſenator can never diſcharge his 
duty as the repreſentative of the people, unleſs he knows 
the hiſtory, laws, and conſtitution of the country where- 
in he lives. By it the ſoldier is fired with emulation, 
when he reflects on the character of Xenophon and Epa- 
minondas, and would wiſh, in ſome meaſure, to ſhare of 
their glory. Theſe are a few of the advantages ariſing 
from the ſtudy of hiſtory; and this, I hope, may ſerve 
15 an anſwer to your firſt query. I ſhall conſider the 
other two in my next, and am | | 
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Your fincere Friend, 


E PPP 


LETTER Cxl. 


From the ſame. 
Six, | | 


Come now to conſider your {ſecond queſtion, name; , 

Whether we ſhould begin the ſtudy of hiſtory by read- 
ing the ſacred oracles, or the records of our own country ? 
{ anſwer, that it is one thing to read hiſtory ; another to 
fudy it. It is well known that we are made acquainted 
with the contents of our Bible, before we are able to judge 
for ourſelves. lt is one of the firſt books put into our 
hands, and indeed all that is authentic in ſacred hiſtory 
is to be met with in that book. I ſhall not heſitate one 
moment in declaring that you ought to begin the ſtudy of | 
hiſtory with that of your own country. How fooliſh muſt g 
that gentleman appear, who having made the tour of 
Europe, and acquired a perfect knowledge of the laws 
and conſtitutions of foreign nations, returns home 1gno- 
rant of his own. It is like one „ho is maſter of all know- 
ledge, but at the ſame time ignorant of himſelf, On a 
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ſubje& of ſo much importance, 1 intend to be as explicit 
as poſſible ; and whilſt I am recommending the hiſtory of 
your own country, I ſhall lay down the ſame plan which 
1 followed when engaged in that delightful ttudy ; and 
not only that, but even hiſtory in general. Britain will 

make a very diſtinguiſhing figure in the annals of time, 
as long as human literature 1s cultivated in the world, 
There is not one action celebrated amongſt the Greeks 
and Romans that remains unequalled in Britain; and 


* 


hilſt we admire the difintereſtedneſs of Themiſtocles, the 


humanity of Epaminondas, the wiſdom of Numa Pompi- 


Hos, and the valour of Cæſar, we find them all equalled 
in Caractacus, Alfred, Talbot, and Marlborough, beſides 
thouſands more. There is not an art or ſcience which 
was known to the ancients that has not been carried to 
its higheſt perfection in England; and the laws, thoſe 
{acred ſecurities of lives and properties, are a thouſand 
times ſuperior to any ſyſtem ever deviſed by the Greeks 
or Romans. 

The hiſtory of Britain 1s | naturally divided into the fol- 
lowing parts: 


1. Its ſtate at the arrival of Julius Celar, and the dif. 


ferent improvements made here whilſt we were ſubje& to 
the Romans. In this period we are to be ſolely directed 
by the claflic authors, as the moſt ancient kritiſh writer 
is Gildas, who lived at the time the Romans left this 
3fla:d. Here we cannot help reflecting on the havoc 
ma:l: by time of ancient monuments. Without doubt 
ther: were many valuabl- writers in Britain during that 
perioc but they have been long irrecoverably loſt. 

2. Under the Saxons, until the arrival of William the 
Norman. This is a very important period, as the funda- 
menial principles of our conſtitution were then firſt form- 
ed, which, to uſe the words of a noble author, „Is the 
«« glory of this, and the envy of all other European na- 
«« tions.“ We are happy in a variety of writers during 
this period ; even che great Alfred himſelf was one; but 
they ay all be ſummed up in the Saxon CHronicle. 

3. From the Norman conquelt till the firſt union of 
both kingdoms under James J. Here we find ne conſti- 
tution anderwent a vari-ty of ciaiges, There was a 
' continual ſtruggle betwixt tyranny on the one hand, and 
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2 predominant love of liberty on the other. 
our princes endeavoured to trample on thoſe laws by 
which their conduct was bounded ; but their deſigns were 
happily fruſtrated, and they generally periſhed in the au- 
tempt. In this period we find Popery raiſed to its utmoſt 
height, and by a wonderful interpoſition of Divine Pro- 
vidence, the whole fabric is thrown down, and Chriſti- 
anity reſtored to its primitive purity. The darkneſs We) 1 
had ſo long overſpread the human mind, was gradua!! 
diſpelled by the invention of printing, and the arts and 
ſciences brought to a perfection unknown to the ancients. 

4. From the acteſſion of James 1. to the preſent time. 
The nearer we approach to the times wherein we live, 
hiſtory becomes ſo mach the more important. In the ſtudy 
of ancient hiſtory we often wander in the dark, without 
even moon-light to guide us; we are bewildered in un- 
certainty, and ſcarce know how to form rational conyec - 
tures; but as we approach near to our times, light breaks 
in upon us, and we ſee tings in their genuine colours. 
Such is the preſent period I am now writing of. It is 
full of great events, and ought to be well attended too by 


every one who would deſire to make a proper uſe of hiſ- 


tory, yea by every free-born ſubje& in Britain. In this 
period we find the ſame ſtruggle for liberty, in oppoſition. 
to the deſigns of weak infatuated princes. One King is 


Drought to the ſcaffold by his own ſubjects, and another 


is driven from the ſeat'of ſovereignty, and forced to ſeek 
refuge in another nation. 


There 1s ſomething very remarkable in the care which 
Providence has always had of Britiſh liberty. The neigh- 


bouring nations around us were once as free as ourſelves, 


but they have gradually become ſlaves to deſpotic ty- 
rants; whereas every attempt to overthrow the laws of 
England, has proved fatal to all concerned in it, and free- 
dom has even enlarged in conſequence of the plots laid 
for its deſtruction. Theſe are only a few of the outlines 
of this important period. To deſcend to particulars, I 
muſt refer you to the hiſtory itſelf, The Hiſtories of 
England have, of late years, been fo multiplied, that the 
term of human life is not ſuffcient to go over them, You 
will have occaſion to peruſe ſeveral ; but, after all, as the 


Occurrences are ſo various and different, it will be proper 
K 2 
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to have an epitome or abſtra& of the whole in order to 
refer to, and refreſh your memory occaſionally. The 
beit know for the purpoſe is Egerton's New Hiſtory «f 
England, in Verje. In my next! ſhall finiſh the plan which 
1 have laid down for your ſtudy i ing the hiſtory of other 
gations, and am | 


Your Hoes Friend. 


LETTER CXII. 


From the ſame. 
Six, | | 
ITHOUT conk idering your queſtion concerning 
| \ \/ biography, I ſhall go on with the plan propoſed ; 
mean the hiſtory of other nations. After you have pro- 
„ in the manner ] have already pointed out, and 
acquired a tolerable knowledge of your own country, I 
would adviſe you to begin with the moſt ancient, I mean 
the Jews, This is a very important ſubjcct, as to them 
were the oracles of God committed. It is true, that the 
moſt authentic part of their hiſtory is to be found in the 
Old Teſtament; but great lights are thrown on the more 
obſcure paſſages by Joſephus. Having proceeded lo far, 
it will be neceſſary to peruſe the whole in one continued 
narrative, where the biſtory is preſented to you in one 
continued ſeries of facts. And here J am happy in hav- 
ing it in my power to recommend to your peruſal the beſt 
book ever yet publiſhed on that ſubject, I mean Kimpton's 
Hiſtory of the Holy Bible. 

In reading the Hiſtory of Ancient Greece you will be 
led into the knowledge of that of the Perſians. Greek 
writers are models for all ſucceeding ages to copy after, 
they may be imitated, but cannot be excelled. 

The next in order of time is that of the Romans, 
which 1s full of as great events as ever happened on the 
theatre cf this world, Here we ſee a band of lawleſs 
robbers, aſſembling together in a wood on the banks of 
the Liber, and after raviſhing their neighbours daughters, 
gradually extending their conqueſts over the ſtates around 
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them. The great Republic of Carthage is obliged to 
ſubmit to their yoke. They extend their conqueſts to the 
eaſt as far as Arabia; to the ſouth into the deſerts of 
Lybia, and northward into the middle of Britain. They 
were at laſt ſo filled with pride, as to boaſt that the ſun 
roſe and ſet in their dominions. But there 1s nothing 
permanent in this world, for as the poet ſays, 
« All human things are ſubje& to decay.” 


The ſame enormous Empire which had been ſo long in 


forming, is ſwallowed up in its on greatneſs, and for 
ſome ages paſt nothing has been left of it but the name. 


The body became too unweildy for the head, and thoſe 


barbarians whom the Romans had never been able to ſub- 
due, poured in upon them, and ſeized their territories, 


which they had long ruled with a rod of iron. But this 


did not happen till they had fulfilled the d-figns of Provi- 
dence, and performed what the All-wiſe Governor of the 
world had appointed. This is beautifully expreſſed by 
the prophet Daniel, when he repreſents the great King 
Nebuchaduezzar ſaying, “ He doth according to bis will 
in the armies of Heaven, and amongſt the inhabitants 
« of the earch, and none can ftay his hand.“ After you 


have peruſed the Roman Claſhes, you will be greatly 


aſfiſted by reading Mr, Hook's, and Dr. Goldimich's 


Hiſtories of that celebrated Republic. 


Ine next part of hiſtory which claims your attention, 


is the conflituiion, manners, and law of thoſe nations 


who overthrew tac Roman Empire, and eſtabliſhed ſove- 


e!gnty on its ruins. This is a wide field for ſpeculation, 
as it naturally leads us to the knowledge of our own moſt 


excellent conſtitunon. Under this ad it will be neceſ- 
ſary ro inquire into the origin of feudal renures, as there 


is no potiibilty of underitiading the modern Hiſtory of 


Europe otherwiſe. Having proc-eded to the latter end 
of tne fifteenth century, a new ſc-ne preſents itſelf to 
your conhderaiyion; Ii mean the diſcovery of America. 
Thal vaſt tract cf land, unknown to the ancients, has made 
no ſmall figure in the hiſtory of our own times, and, in all 


probability, will at laſt become more powerful than the 


Roman Ec«pire when in its greateſt plot y. 
In order to form a right notion of America, it wil be 
neceſſary to conſider the ſtate of navigation before Co- 
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lumbus lived. We find the Portugueſe extending their 
commerce and conqueſts beyond the Cape of Good Hope; 
but ſtill they had no notion of there being ſuch a vaſt con- 
tinent to the weſt of the Atlantic ocean. In forming a 

right judgment of thoſe things, it will be neceſſary to 
peruſe the beſt authors of voyages and travels, &c. For 
that reaſon you mult have recourſe to a judicious Syſtem 

of Geography, where every thing neceſſary to be known 


is inſerted ; the lateſt and beſt that I know of is Middle. I 


\ ton's, and I heartily recommend it to your peruſal. There 


vou will find the progreſs of navigation and commerce, 
from the moſt carly period down to the preſent time ; to- 
gether with the advantages ariſing from the colonies to 
the mother country. 1 ls 

Laſt of all, concerning biography. I anſwer, that it 
is a part of hiſtory, and hkewiſe ought to be ſtudied ; 
but not till you have read the accounts of nations in ge- 
neral, General Hiſtory preſents us with a view of the 
public conduct of great men. The one preſents us with 
a repreſentation of things in general, the other leads us 
into a minute detail of particulars. Thus, Sir, I have 
laid before you the {ame plan which I uſed myſelf when 
I firſt undertook the ſtudy of hiſtory. I do not pretend 
to infallibility, but I think I may ſafely affirm, that the 
perſon who proceeds according to the above method, 
will find it as beneficial as any yet pointed out by the 


moſt learned in either ancient or modern times. I ſhall 


teave the whole to your conſideration, and doubt not 
Þut you will improve it to your own advantage. 


J am, dear Sir, your affectionate Well-wiſher. 


| LETTER CXIII. 
From a young Woman to a Lady, with whom ſhe had formerly 


lived as a Companion. 
Mapam, | | 
YE precipitate manner in which I left your family, 
; may ſeem inconſiſtent with the great tenderneſs 
you always treated me with. To remove, therefore, 
every imputation of ingratitude, I embrace this firſt op- 
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portunity of appearing in my own vindication, although, 
for your ſake, I am ſorry to deſcend to particulars, eſ- 
pecially to mention names. But my reputation, which 
is dearer to me than life itſelf, is at ſtake, and as a wo- 
man, I doubt not but you will bear with me. 

When I firſt came into your ſervice, I was determined 
to act in ſuch a manner as not to give any offence to the 
meaneſt of your domeſtics; well knowing that good na- 
ture and affability always procure reſpect; and I appeal 
to every perſon in your family, whether my conduct was 
not conſiſtent with my plan. In this manner I remained, 
enjoying an uninterrupted ſtate of felicity for ſome time 


I obeyed your commands with alacrity ; and even ſervi- 


tude became a pleaſure. But this was too happy a ſtate 


to. laſt long without interruption. But I ſcarce know - 


how to proceed. Whilſt I am vindicating my own con- 
duct to my moſt generous benefactreſs, I am obliged to 
impeach that of her deareſt and moſt beloved relation. 
When your ſon Sir George returned from the Univer- 
fity, where he had been finiſhing his: ſtudies, I had no 
thoughts that he would ever have made an attempt on 
my virtue. But alas! 1 was wretchedly deceived, He 
had only been a few days at home, when he laid hold of 
every opportunity of being in my company. At firſt I 
did not take any notice, as I had not the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of his intentions. But I was ſoon convinced of my er- 
ror, when he told me, that in conſequence of my proſti- 
tuting myſelf, to his unlawful pleaſure, he would make 
me a handſome ſettlement. This, Madam, was a ſtrong 
temptation, but bleſſed be God who preſerved me inno- 
cent. You have often told me, that young women ought 
to fly from every appearance of fin; and if fo, how great 
was my neceſſity of avoiding the evil? Had 1 laid inares 


to entrap your ſon for a huſband, it might have deſtroyed 
vour own peace of mind, and been conſidered as a diſ- 


honour to your family. Had I ſubmitted to his unlawful 
deſires, I ſhould have forfeited every title ro reſpect in 
the world, and highly offended that God who has graci- 
ouſly preſerved me hitherto. He became more and more 
aſſiduous, till for his, for yours, and for my own ſake, [| was 
obliged to retire in as ſilent a manner as poſſible. I am 
now at the houſe of a diſtant relation in Milbank, who takes 
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116 LETTERS ON FRIENDSHIP, &c. 
in plain- work, where I hope your ladyſhip will be pleaſed 


to ſend my clothes. With reſpect to wages, you know! 
always left that to your own diſcretion, an 4 your humanity 
exceeded my utmoſt expectations. Therefore I again 
leave that matter to yourſelf. Let me beg, that if you 
mention this unhappy affair to the young gentleman, it 
may be with your uſual tenderneſs. I would willingly 
1mpute his folly to the irregularities of youthful paſticn, 
rather than to any premeditated ſcheme. And 1 doubt 
not when Reaſon reaſſumes her throne in his heart, he will 
be ſorry that ever he attempted to ruin one Who Was: 
ſcarce worthy of his notice. 
I am, Madam, 
With gratitude and reſpect, 
Your affectionate Well. wiſher. 


LETTER Cxlv. 


The Lady's Aaſæber. 
Dear BRT Tx, 
7 HIST I lament the conduct of my unhappy child, 
I lift up my eyes with thankfulneſs to that graci- 


ous Being who has preſerved you from ruin. You was 
left an orphan under my care; and when I firſt took 


you into my family, it was with a deſign to promote your 


intereſt. Bleſſed be God, that the precepts which J en- 
deavoured to inttil 1:40 your tender mind, have fo far 
operated on your cord. Vu behaviour in that un- 
happy affair ought to de laid diwn as a pattern for all 
Young womer e copy after, —if they would either be 
reſpected in this world, or <njoy happineſs in the next. 
1 have juſt been reading your letter to my ſon, and he 
was fiiled with the utmoſt ſhame and coniuhhon. The 
truth of your narrative forced his conſcience to make a 


genuine confe ion of his guilt; and unlets judge with 


the partiality of a mother, he 15 rea''y a finccle penitent. 
: laid open 16 him the nature of his crime, and its ay gra- 


ating circumſtarces, ariuing from the obigations which 


ö 2 
re P ads Ht 17 
F "Es 22 2 
Fun N 8 n « . 8 5 2 . 
wats 55 SE SEARS e N — 


nis ele 
virtue 
howe' 
his g:. 
his in 
cord! 
of h 
any 
vour 
pon. 
that 


be) 


RR 


117 
his elevated rank ſubjected him to, to be an example of 
virtue to thoſe in a lower ſphere of life. I told him, that 
however trifling ſuch actions might appear in the ey-s of 
his graceleſs companions, yet there was a God who beheld 
his inmoſt thoughts, and would reward or puniſh him ac- 
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cording to his merits, He declares himtelt fully ſenible 


of his folly, and ſays he is determined never to attempt 
any ſuch thing for the future. "The bearer will deliver 
your clothes, together with a bank note of an hundred 
pounds. Be aſſured of my conllant ati ttance; and may 
that God who nas preſerved you in ſuch imminent danger, 
be your continual comfort in time and in eternity! 

I am, yuur fincere Well- wither, 


LETTER CXV. 


From a Gentleman on his Travels abroad, to his Friend iu 
London, on arbitrary Power, and Popiſb Superſtition, 


Dear SIR, 


TI is now above two years ſince I left England; and if 

I have not been pleaſed, I had at leaſt many oppor- 
tunites of acquiring knowledge. You know when we 
parted I told you my principal deſign was to inquire whe- 
ther the ſubjects of thoſe countries through which I was 


to paſs were more happy in reſpect to their lives, and 


enjoyment of their property, than thoſe of Great- Britain? 
Or, ſecond, whether virtue was more conſpicuous in the 
conduct of thoſe people than in our own at home? With 
reſpect to the firſt, I need not heſitate one moment in de- 


claring, that the meaneſt ſubject in England or any part 


of the Britiſh dominions, enjoys more real liberty than a 
Spaniſh grandee, or a peer of France. But what [| have 
Chiefly in view, is the caſe of the middling and lower ranks 
of people. 


You are well acquainted with the forms of proceſs in 
the Engliſh Courts, both in criminal and civil cauſes.— 


All matters of law are determined in open court by the 
judges, who are reſponſible for their conduct to the peo- 
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ple; and all facts are determined by the verdict of twelve 
mer, ſtrangers to both parties, and hindered from ſpeak- 
ing with any perſon during the trial. How different is 
the caſe here and in the other countries through which! 
have travelled! When a perſon is injured in his pro- 
Perty, he commences a ſuit at great expence, and after 
a Jong train of pleadings on both fides, the determina- 
tor both of law and fact is left to the judge, who may 
poſſibly be biaſſed in favour of one party, or, which is 
fill worſe, may be corrupted. But in criminal proſe- 
cations the unhappy defendant labours under ſtil} more 
deplorable circumſtances. When a man is apprehended 
on ſuſpicion of murder, or any other capital offence, he 
is immediately ſhut up a cloſe priſoner, and the witneſſes 
againſt him are examined, not viva woce, but perhaps a 
mile diſtant, and their evidence written at large in a 


journal kept for the purpoſe. All this is done, and even 
the judgment agreed on by the court, whilſt the priſoner 


is confiued in a dungeon. The witneſſes are ordered to 
attend on another day, when the priſoner 1s brought into 
Court; the evidence is read to him, and thus, for the firſt 
time, he knows who are his accuſers. He is then aſked 


if he is guilty of the facts ſworn againſt him: If he con- 
feſſes, he receives judgment of death ; but if he denies - 


the whole, or any part, he is immediately put to the tor- 
ture, where, perhaps, by the extremity of pain, he may 
be forced to confels crimes he never committed, and af- 


terwards ſuffer death. Again, the property of individuals 
may be ſeized by an arbitrary tyrant, to reward the ini- 


quity of a favourite, or gratify the ambition of a miſtreſs. 
Happy England, where the cottager is as ſecure in the 


enjoy ment of the fruits of his honeſt induſtry, as the prince 


in the poſſeſſion of his revenues on the throne ! 

I come now to ſpeak of their religion, which triumphs 
with as much rigour over the mind and conſcience, as the 
civil power over the body. Religion has been juſtly de- 
fined, “ A dedication of the whole man to the will of 
God.“ But Popery, fo far from anſwering the above 
deſcription, ſeems to be a ſlaviſh ſubmiſſion to the dictates 
of idle uſeleſs prieſts, who rule the conſciences of the vul- 
gar, and bend them to whatever purpoſe they pleaſe. 
And indeed there is no great wonder, when we conſides 
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that auricular confeſſion puts them in poſſeſſion of ever 

family ſecret in their pariſhes, 4 am already ſufſi ciendy 
tired with the fight of their follies. The accounts which 
you have read ot the Iuquiſition are far from being exag- 


gerated. I intend to return in an Englith veſſel bound 


tor Marſeilles, and from tnence haſten to England, —{ 
ſhall expect a letter from you, to be lett with my bauker 
at Paris, and remain Yours attectionately. 


LETTER Cl. 
His Friend's Anſewer. 


My DRAR FalEN D, 


OUR accoum of the civil and religious tyranny un- 


der which the people groan in foreign nations, to- 


_ gether with the progreſs of Deiſm, exhibits to our view 
2 melancholy picture of human nature. Your deſcription 


reminds me of that beautiful paſſage in Addiſon's letters 
from Italy, where he ſays, 


They ſtrave in midſt of nature's bounty curſt, 
And in the loaded vineyard die for thirit. 


Theſe people once enjoyed the ſame privileges as our. 
ſelves, and poſſibly that time may not be tar diſtant when 
we may be as abject ſlaves as they. However diſagreeable 
ſome things may have been to you on your travels, yer I 
congratulate you on the happineſs of being abſent from 
Enpland in theſe times of public diviſions. Never was 


our Saviour's words more plain!) verified in this country 


than at preſent, When there is ſcarce one family, wherein 
the moſt violent 4-fi-ntions have not happened. An au- 
thor of no mean rank has aſſerted, that if ever Engliſh 
liberty is deſtroyed, ir mult ariſe from the peopie them- 
ſelves; and, that if ever the people ſhould becom- jea- 
10us of the conduct of their Repreſentatives in Parha.n:1t, 


and thoſe jcaloufies a well founded, they will toon throw 


themlielves to tis arms of arbitrary power. 


They'll fly from petty tyrants to the throne, 
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Virtue and uranimity have at all times preſerved liber- 
ty; vice and diſcord have always procured its ruin. At 
preſent there is an univerſal diſcontent among nine-tenths 
of the people. The majority of the people, not only 
complain of the conduct of the miniſtry, but have even 
gone ſo far as to impeach the conduct of the Houſe of 
Commons. Theſe complaints are at preſent carried to 
an extraordinary height; and where they will end, God 
only knows. For my own part, I often reflect on it with 
ſorrow, as I am afraid it muſt at laſt prove fatal to our 
excellent conſtitution, and 1rvolve us in thoſe miſeries to 
which the people of other nations are ſubject. 

It I go into a coffee houte, the firſt thing I hear is a 
political diſpute concerning the conduct of the miniſtry ; 


and when I happen to be invited to dine at the houſe ofa Þ| Wit 
friend, all ſocial converſe is deſtroyed, and the pleaſure 1 al 
uſed formerly to enjoy on ſuch occaſions is loſt in violent ſit! 
:ltercations amongſt the neareſt relations. I am far 1 WI 
from condemning all ranks of people. There are many Þ ne) 
worthy perſons, who can view the conduct of each party the 


with impartiality, and ſee the faults on both ſides. They da: 
can ſee, that the miniſtry have not enough conſidered | ter 
themſelves the ſervants of the people, and on many occa- | me 
lions abuted the confidence of their Sovereign, On the 1 Wa 
other hand, they think that the people have carried their | pe 
jealous to an unreaſonable height, and inſiſted on the Prince e 


exerting a branch of the regal authority, which in the end at 
might prove fatal to themſelves. Such is the fate of pu 
affairs at preſent in this once happy country; I ſhali there- Þ® me 
fore, being tired with the ſubje&, imitate your example, wi 
and put an end to this letter. Hoping to ſee you ſoon, | in 
1 am yours ſincerely. | w. 

. 1 7 ſo 

LETTER CXVII. vi 


From @ young Gentleman, ſettled in one of the Inns of Court, t© | 15 


a Clergyman in the Country. ti 

Rev. SIR, | . 
Promiſed to write to vou as ſoon as J was ſettled in 5 
8 


this place. I have now pro-ured a good ſet of cham- 
bers. and am determined to proſecute my ſtudies with | 7 
the greateſt aſſiduity. The pious care you always took | 
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in my education, whilſt I remained in your family, will, 
I hope, never be forgotten, but continue to operate on 
the whole of my conduct in life. I am ſenſible that my 
ſituation in London ſubjects me to a great variety of 
temptations, and therefore ſtand as much in need of your 
advice as ever. I am obliged by the rules of the ſociety 
to dine in common with the other ſtudents during the 
term; and am ſorry to ſay, that the greateſt part of them 
are not only ignorant of the principles of our holy religion, 
but alſo greatly corrupted in their morals. The city it- 
ſelf, as well as the ſuburbs, preſents us daily with ſuch 
tricks, and impoſitions on the unwary, that few would 
believe the accounts of them unleſs they were really eye- 


witneſſes, If I walk through ſome ſtreets in the evening, 


I am every minute accoſted by the moſt abandoned pro- 
ſtitutes. If I go into other parts, I am well off if I eſcape 
with my handkerchief or pocket-book. Nay, fo hack- 
neyed are thoſe unhappy wretches 1n the paths of iniquity, 
that they even commit thoſe crimes in the face of open 
day, and in the moſt public thoroughfares; and ſo dex- 
terous are they in the myſtery of their profeſſion, that the 


moſt cautious can ſcarce eſcape their ſnares, If I take a 


walk into the Park, I am not able to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
peers, ſharpers, and French barbers; and if I ſpend an 
evening in the playhouſe, I am obliged to leave my watch 
at my chambers, leſt I ſhould be under the neceſſity of 
purchaſing another in the morning. You have often told 
me, that it is the duty of every man to remain contented 
with his ſituation and circumftances in that ſtation where- 
in Providence has placed him; and that the temptations 
with which we are ſurrounded, ought to be conſidered as 
ſo many motives to duty and watchfulneſs. That the 
more vigilant we are in watching againſt temptations to 


vice, the greater will our reward be hereafter, For my 


own part, my preſent reſolution 1s to apply myſelf with 


the greateſt diligence to my ſtudies, and affociate myſelf 


with as few ſtrangers as poſſible, But as I am well con- 


vinced of the frailty of human nature, and the vanity of 


our moſt virtuous reſolutions, I muſt ſtill beg to hear from 

you as often as is convenient. Your inſtructions were al- 

ways as pleafing as uſeful when I was preſent with you, 
L | 
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and will be much more ſo now that I am removed ſo far 

diſtant. I ſhall not trouble you with any more at this 

time, but ſubſcribe myſelf, 5 | 
Yours, in love, gratitude, and ſincerity. 


* 
4 


LETTER CXVIIL 


| The Anfwe F. | 
Dear Six, 


Kh AT tutor. is certainly unworthy of being intruſted 


with the care of youth, who is not equally concern- 


ed for the purity of their morals, as he is for the profici- 


ency they make in their ſtudies. When I confider your 
letter, filled with ſo many juſt remarks on the great de- 
pravity of human nature, I rejaice that my care of your 


morals has not been yet rendered uſeleſs. When I read 


our account of the many impoſitions practiſed on the 
fmple and unwary in London, together with the many 
temptations virtue is daily ſurrounded with, J am ſorry it 
is pot in my power to point out the different methods uſed 
by theſe miſcreants to debauch innocence, and propagate 
vice. I have often told you that I never was in London, 


and conſequently a ſtranger to all you have mentioned. 
All I can ſay is, that it muſt be your continual care to 


keep in mind thoſe Divine precepts of our holy religion, 
where God has declared, that he will puniſh or reward, 


in proportion to the degree of knowledge whereof we are 


rolicfied. It is an awful confideration to read thoſe words 
©f our Lord, “ To thoſe to whom much is given, from 


them much will be required.“ 


But, Sir, you are now entered on the ſtudy of a pro- 
f.flion, which, though honourable and uſeful, yet the ge- 
nerality of people have confidered as a real myſtery of ini- 


quity, and that as ſoon as a gentleman enters on the profeſſion 


of the law, he ſhakes off all regard to moral obligations, 
and is equally anxious of being employed as an agent, 


whether the cauſe be good or bad. This may be ſome- 
mes (and perhaps tod often) true; but then it ought tc 
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be conſidered, that it is not the profeſſion itſelf, but only 
the abuſe of it, that occaſions ſuch complaints. There 13 
not one profeſſion in the world exempted from it; and 


ever ſince there was a Judas in Chriſt's family, there have 


been hypocrites in his church. — The law has had both its 
Hale and Jefferies. I am convinced, that you may be 
as hone? a man, and as pious a Chriitian, at the bar or 
on the bench, as if you were in the pulpit, 

It was remarkable of the great Farl of C! arendon, then t 
vher he prefided in the Court cf Chancerv, his decrees 
were ſo equitable, that no appeal was ever made from his 


decions; and the following anecdote may, in ſome mea- 


ure, elucidate the reaſons for his * in ſuch ini- 
| quitous times. 


Whilſt he was ſolicitor- general in the reign of Charles! 


he went, during the long vacation, to viſit Js aged father 


in the country, and being walking together one day! in the 
garden, the old gentleman addrefied his ſon in the follow - 

ing manner. Son, you are now advanced to the higneft 
eminence at the bar, and may one time or other piefide 
on the bench; I have been often told, that gentiemen t 
your profeſlion are 25 ready to engage in a bad as in 4 
200d cauſe ; but be aſſured that if ever, in order to apgran - 
dize yourſelf, you ſhould become an advocate for deſpotiſm, 
at the expence of the liberty of youf country, you may, 
like Sampſon of old, lay hold of the pillars, and demoliſh 
the fabric; but you will periſh under the rums. No ſoons: 
had he uttered theſe words than he dropped down in :: 
fit of apoplexy, and expired immediately, This is faid 
to have had ſuch an ee on the-ſon, that he was de 


termined ever after to act conſiſtently with the dictates of 


his conſcience. Biſhop Burnet tells us, that when his 


father was at the bar, he conſtantly obſerved the following 


rales: E 


F rſt, Wes to FL DOT 2 cauſe that he knew to be 


had 
Secondly, Never to deny to plead r thoſe who wer: 
unable to pay him. And, 


Thirdly, Never to aſk any fee from a clergyman when 


he ſued in the right of his benefice. 
The great Sir Matthew Hale tells Us, that his prol- 


perity in ſecular affairs during the week, ſucceeded in 


EY 


© II) — 


—_— 3 — 
un, * Koga d 
— 


3 


pu - 2 — © 
call fo wot ad Moth a ——— 
Mpc > mt ph cept 


_—_—_— 


— — 2 
— 


3 - 4 — 
— — ” . 
„** oe nt. 
LOVE yk 1 


„F 
wt IT rr - - 


2 
2 — 
_— 


Tos 11 * 


ww 
Kt Le — 
— ek 
— A 


, 
hr Sk | 5 


2 
= * 


—— 


* r A 4 


rr 


W 
— 


1 r 
* 3 8 *. 
—— 5 
— — 
©, 2 > Ba r 
— 
bs 


* 2 3 . 1 


— Pee 
wks." © L542 SERIE ae 
Sergio MF SF. © 8 n 2 2 1 

L _ — ves Hg 

— 2 2 8 

\ 2 a 8 2 £ 


„ 6 


24 LETTERS ON FRIENDSHIP, &c. 


proportion to his attention to religious duties on the Sun. 
day. His Lordſhip was as great an ornament to Chriſti. 
anity as he was an honour to the law. Such examples as 


1 have mentioned, cannot fail, I think, to ſtir you up to 


emulation, and one day or other you may be advanced to 
the higheit ſeats in the courts of judicature. Let me beg 


to hear from you as often as is conſiſtent with your other 


z vocations ; and in the mean time continue to perſevere 
in the ſame courſe of virtue you have begun. Virtue is 
is own reward, and you will at laſt be convinced, “that 
++ her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 


are peace. | 


J am, dear Sir, 
Your fincere Well-wiſher. 


LETTER Cxix. 


From a young Merchant, te an aged old Gentleman, formerly a, 
the ſame Profeſſion, but now retired from Buſineſs, 


HONOURED SIR, 
OUR generoſity in ſending me inſtructions during 
my apprenticeſhip, will ever remain a laſting proof 
of that innate goodneſs for which you have been long 
juſtly celebrated, and likewiſe encourages me to trouble 
you for advice how to conduct myſelf, ſo as to ſupport 
my credit in the world, now I am entered upon buſineſs. 


Your long and extenſive knowledge of mercantile af- 


fairs, gives a ſanction to every thing you ſay, and your 
goodneſs of heart encourages the unexperienced to ad- 


dreſs themſelves to you with cheerfulneſs. I have been 


now about two years in buſineſs, and although my ſuc- 
ceſs has been equal to my expectations, yet there are 
ſuch a variety of failures daily in this city, that I am 


every day thinking my own name may be that week in 


the Gazette. 1 ſhould not be much ſurprized, were all 


to become bankrupts who are of abandoned characters, 


as I do not fee how any thing leſs can be expected. You 
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know, Sir, that aſſiduity and regularity are qualifications 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to the merchant ; ſo that it muſt 
appear morally impoſſible for the man to proſper in trade, 
whoſe time is ſpent in diſſipation and idleneſs, if not 
(which too often happens) in debauchery. When J hear 


of ſuch failing in their payments, I am no ways ſurpriſed ; 
but when great numbers of thoſe apparently in aMaent 


circumſtances, and the faireſt characters, daily fail, I am 


juſtly alarmed, and my fears continue to increaſe in pro- 


portion to their numbers. 

I would not chooſe to judge raſhly, much leſs uncha- 
ritably of any man; although I muſt confeſs I am very 
much ſhocked when | hear that a commiſſion of bank- 
ruptcy is awarded againſt one ſuppoſed worth thouſands, 
and not ſufficient left to pay five ſhillings in the pound. 
I am filled with horror on account of my own fituation, 


and led to believe, that there is a latent curſe attending 
mercantile affairs, which the greateſt prudence can neither 


forſee nor prevent. I am ſenfible, that the perſon to whom 
Jam writing knows the above to be true. Your long ac- 


quaintance with the fluctating ſtate of merchandize pro- 


cures reſpect, and gives a ſanction to every thing you ſay : 
But, as far as I am able to learn, thoſe failings in the 


mercantile world are more frequent now than when you 


was engaged in trade. I am not ambitious of acquiring 


riches, my whole defire is, to obtain a peaceable poſſeſſion 


of the comforts of life, to do juſtice to every one with 
whom I have any dealings, and to live and die an honeſt 


man. Such, Sir, is the plan | have laid down for my fu- 


ture conduct in life: But, alas! it will require the aſſiſtance 
of all my friends to enable me to execute it with a be- 


coming propriety. Let me therefore beg your advice 
on an affair of ſo much importance, and whatever you 
dictate ſhall be the 1avariable rule of my conduct, whilſt 
the thanks of a grateful heart ſhall be continually re- 


turned for ſo benevolent an ation, | 
8 I am, Sir, &c. 
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it is morally impoſhbie for that man to proſper in trade, 
hoe mind is continually enzag<d in the purſuit of things 
foreign to, and whol'y unconneRed with, that Ration in 
which Providence has placed him. It is a contradiction 
in ternis Aſſiduity always precures reſpect, and gene-— 
rally in ſures ſucceſs. Another cauſe of the many failures 
in the mercantile world, is the vanitv of thoſe in trade, 
| living above their circumſtances. This vice is ar preſent 
ſo pred minait among the citizens, and its conſequences 
ſo fatal, that one would almoſt imagine the people were 


ly. labou 
if | citize 
5 LETTER CXX. ner f 
il | | . were 
of The 4nſwer. fron 
"i Six, thoſ 
Li: F I can form any judgment of the integrity of your are 
Wl. actions, and the purity of your intentions from the zt. 
V8 contents of the letter now before me, I ſhould not hefi- tbat 
Wi tate one moment in declaring, that it is almoſt impoſſible wife 
1 your name will ever appear in the Gazette under the diſ- © Pee 
Wt agreeable circumſtances you have mentioned: For how is bav 
Mi it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that the man who keeps a regular tha 
1 account of his proceedings, his loſs and gain, ſhould not WD tU! 
j know whether his circumſtances are affluent or diſtreſſed? . Var 
* And whatever you may think of thoſe merchants who the 
j þ Rave often failed, although reputed affluent, yet if you | the 
1 had attended to their examination before the commiſ- $ UN 
3 fioners, | believe you would have great reaſon to alter 1 © 
Fi your opinion. I ſpeak concerning bankruptcies in gene- II 
1 ral; for there are ſome unforeſeen accidents, which even by 
"18 the greateſt prudence cannot prevent. But theſe are ex= P', 
i traordinary cafes, and ſeldom happen. If you examine 3 
bid! minutely into the nature of thoſe cauſes which generally | fe 
10 occaſion bankruptcies, you will find them arifing from W 
1 ſomething with which you are ſtill unacquainted. | ſhall Z h1 
1 endeavour to point out a few, and ſubmit to your own 6 1 
"Wk judgment whether I am miſtaken or not And the firſt Þ © 
| 0 is generally a careleſs attention to bufineſs, the not keep= | Y 
{Fi ing regular accounts, and a more earneſt defire after pub- N 
inp lic enteriainments. than aſſiduity to buſineſs on the* Change. 
[8  Merca:.wle affairs require a clear and ſohd judgment, and 
{ 
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labouring under ſome penal infatuation. Formerly the 
citizens of London were diſtinguiſhed in a peculiar man- 
ner for their gravity; the' Change and the Cuſtom-houſe 
were the only places they frequented when they went 
from home. But now the face of affairs is changed, and 
thoſe places where their predeceſſors acquired fortunes, 


are conſidered as too low and vulgar for them to be ſeen 


at. Nay, ſo far have they carried their extravagance, 
that all diſtinctions are in a manner confounded, and che 
wife of a tradeſman is hardly known from the lady of a 


Peer. Diffipation, extravagance, and even debauchery, 


have taken place of activity, prudence, and frugality ; 
that inſtead of acquiring independent fortunes, and re- 
tiring from buſineſs with credit and honour in their ad- 


vanced years, we firſt ſee their names in the Gazette, and 


the remainder of their lives 1s either ſpent in priſon, or 


they are left to ſtruggle through the world without credit, 


under the odious appellation of a bankrupt. The laſt 
cauſe I would mention is naturally the effect of others; 
I mean, a deſperate attempt to repair a broken fortune 


by engaging too deeply at gaming in the Alley. This 
practice has been attended with. ſuch pernicious conſe- 
quences, that the children unborn will become real ſuf- 


ferers through the madneſs of their infatuated parents. 
When thoſe who have waſted their ſubſtance in riotous 
living, are awakened by a feeling ſenſe of their approach- 
ing ſhame and miſery, they generally muſter up all the 

can procure, and at one ſtroke venture it all in the Alley, 


where, if one is ſucceſsful, moſt commonly twenty are. 
ruined. What | have now told you is the reſult of long. 
experience, and I doubt not but you will find too glaring 

proots of it. It now remains, that I ſhould, in compliance 


with your requeſt, point out ſome rules to be obſerved, in 


order to carry on buſineſs, both with credit, honour, ard. 
profit. But I know of no method more proper than to 


act diametrically oppoſite to the conduct of thole already 
Mentioned. | 


Learn to he wiſe by others harm, 
And you ſhall do full well. | 


Never leave that undone till to morrow that can be 


performed to-day. | | 
Never traſt that to either a friend or a ſervant which 


can be done by yourſelf, 
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ſolid, but flow; and experience has 
me, that thoſe who are over-haſty in acquiring riches, 


 fuperintending their education. 


— W 


Keep an account of every day's expence, and once at 

leaſt every week compare your debt with your credit. 
Be not over anxious in acquiring riches. Trade is 
* ſince convinced 


moſt commonly fail in their attempts, and ſoon find them- 
ſelves real beggars. But, above all, remember, that “ in 
vain do we riſe ſoon, or fit up late, unleſs our labours 
« are crowned with Divine Bleſſings.“ I leave theſe 
things to your conſideration, and am 
13 With great ſincerity, 
VLVour Well-wiſher. 


BT TIR ct. 
From à Gentleman in decayed C ircumftances in the Country, 


to another lately returned from the Eaft - Indies, recom- 
mending his Son to his Protection. | 


Sia, 


Was greatly pleaſed to hear of your arrival, but much 

more ſo, that you had acquired an ample fortune. 
Yon knew me, when my circumſtances were not only eaſy, 
but likewiſe affluent ; and you alſo know that, at that time, 
L was glad of every opportunity of aſſiſting my friends. But 


alas! lam now in a quite different ſituation. By the loſs 


of a ſhip from Jamaica, I was obliged to ſtop payment, 


and give up all to my creditors, who have generouſly al- 


lowed me a ſmall annuity for my ſubſiſtence. When that 


| Fatal event took place, I retired into the country with my 


wife and children, and my time ſince has been ſpent in 
The bearer, my eldeſt 
fon, is juſt twenty, and is very deſirous of going to the 
Eaſt Indies; but my circumſtances are ſuch, that it is not 
is my power to give him any aſſiſtance, nor indeed do I 
know in what manner to proceed in an affair of ſo much 
importance. The friendſhip which ſubſiſted betwixt us 


before you left England, gives me ſome encourazement to 


hope, that your elevation to affluence and grandeur will not 
make any alteration in your ſentiments concerning bene - 
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volence, notwithſtanding the depreſſed ſituation to which 
] am reduced. I rather think that my preſent diſtreſſed 
circumſtances will plead more powerfully in favour of the 
youth, than if he was ſapported even by the recommenda- 
tion of the whole body of directors. I have given him 
an education perhaps beyond my circumſtances, and ſuit- 
able, I hope, to any ſituation in the mercantile world. Hts 
morals, ſo far as I know, are pure, and I doubt not his 
conduct will give ſatisfaction; if therefore you will be 
pleaſed, either to take him under your own direction, or 
inſtruct me in what manner to proceed, in order to pro- 
mote his intereſt, you will thereby confer a laſting obliga- 
tion on an indulgent, though afflicted parent, and it ſhall be 


acknowledged with gratitude to the lateſt period of my 


exiſtence, I am, Sir, 
8 Vour very humble ſervant. 


n n 
— 9 


LETTER CXXI. 


: The Anſwer. 
_ DEAR SIR, | : 

MEN I read your affecting letter, I ſcarce know 
whether I was more grieved to hear of your dif- 
trefſed circumſtances, or filled with ſame that TI had been 
three months in England, and never inquired for one who 
had not only treated me with hamanity, but even aſſiſted 
me in making my firſt voyage to the Indies. Your houſe 
was an aſylum to me when I was utterly deſtitute, and I 
ſhould conſider myſelf as an object of the utmoſt abhor- 


rence, if I heſitated one moment in complying with your 


requeſt, relating to the amiable youth who brought me 


the letter. But in what light muſt I conſider myſelf, were 


my gratitude to the beſt of men confined to ſuch a favour 
as would coſt me nothing, or what I would grant even to 
a ſtranger! No, Sir, I am ſenſible of benefits received, 
and ſhould conſider myſelf as a mean abject wretch, if I 
did not acknowledge them with gratitude. I have juſt 
been with your fon to the directors, and he is engaged as 
a writer at Bengal. If the climate agrees with his conſti- 
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tution, there is no great fear but he will ſoon acquire a 
conſiderable fortune. For which purpoſe I have depokit- 
ed, in the hand of the ſupercargo, five hundred pounds 
for his uſe, which you know is more than I had When! 
firſt embarked for that part of the world. But ſtill ! 
ſhould conſider myſelf as acting very partially, if whilſt 
Jam making proviſion for the ſon, I ſhould forget his 
aged parents. The ſhips for India do not fail till next 
M arch, ſo that your fon will have at leaſt three months to 
remain with you before he embarks. He ſets off with 
the coach to-morrow, and | have intruſted him with ſome- 
thing for your immediate uſe. I intend calling to ſpend 
a few days with you next month; and be aſſured that no- 


thing in my power ſhall be wanting to make your life as 


agreeable as poſhble. I have not to far forgot the prin: 
Ciples of a virtuous education, as to look with indifference 
on the various diſpenſations of Providence. How true iz 


that ſaying of the wiſe man, «The race is not the ſwift, 


nor the battle to the ſtrong !” As human wiſdom can- 


not diſcern the progreſs to earthly grandeur, fo man's 


Prudence is not always able to guard againſt calamitous 
events, I am therefore determined not to place any con- 


fidence in riches, but only conſider myſelf as the ſtoward 


of that All-bountiful God from whom I have received 
them. This is my fixed reſolution, and I hope no allure- 
ment whatever ſhall rempt me to deviate from it. 
1 am, dear Sir, 
Your ſincere Friend, 


— — a =o 


LET TERCXXIH.- | 
From a Clergyman in the Country, to a Lady in London, en 
de Death of a valuable Friend. 
Maran, 8 | 
EATH, that king of terror, having pierced with his 
fatal ſhaft the heart of the generous Pollio, I went. 


to pay my laſt daties to my deceaſed friend ; but who can 
_ deſcribe that torrent of ſorrow which overwhelmed my 


breaſt, on my arrival at the houſe of mourning ! He hack 
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juſt completed an ample and commodious ſeat, but was 
not permitted to ſpend one joyful hour under 1ts roof. 
His gardens were planted with the choiceſt fruits, and de- 
corated in the moſt graceful manner; but their maſter is 


gone down to valley of the ſhadow of death. Since death 


is the portion of every individual, we ſhould engrave the 
thought in the moſt legible characters, on the tables of our 
memories. We ſee our neighbours fall, we turn pale at 
the ſhock, and feel a trembling dread. No ſooner are 
they removed from our fight, but driven in the whirl of 
bufineſs, or lulled in the langours of pleaſure, we forget 
Providence, and neglect its errand, The impreſſion made 
on our unſtable minds, is like the trace of an arrow through 


the penetrated air, or the path of the keel in furrowed 


waves. Did we refleſh ſeriouſly on the numberleſs diſ- 
ſters, ſuch as no human prudence can forſee, nor the 


greateſt care prevent, that lie in wait to accompliſh our 


doom, we would be obliged to look upon ourſelves as te- 
nants at will, and liable to be diſpoſſęſſed of our earthly 
tabernacle at a moment's warning, The laſt enemy has 


not only unnumbered avenues for his approach, but even 


holds his fortreſs in the ſeat of our life. The crimſon 
Jud which diſtributes health, is impregnated with the 
'eeds of death. Some unforeſeen impediment may ob- 
Aruct its paſſage, or ſome unknown violence may divert 
its courſe ; in either of which caſes it acts the part of a 
»oiſonous draught or deadly wound. The partition which 


;eparates time from eternity, is nothing more than the 


Hreath of our noſtrils, and the tranſition may be made in 


the leaſt particle of time. 


if we examine the records of mortality, we ſhall find 
the memorials of a mixed multitude reſting together, 


without any-regard to rank or ſeniority. None ate am- 


bi:ious of the uppermoſt rooms, or chief ſeats in the man- 
tons of the dead. None entertain fond and. eager ex- 
pectations of being honourably greeted in their darkſome 
cells, The man cf years and experience, reputed as an 
oracle in his generation, 1s content to lie down at the feet 
of the babe. In this common receptacle, the maſter is 
equally accommodated with his ſervant. The poor in- 


2'gent lies as ſoftly as the moſt opulent poſſeſſor. All the 
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diſtinction that ſubſiſts, is a graſſy hillock bound with 

oſiers, or a ſepulchral ſtone ornamented with imagery. 
Why then ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about ſu- 

periority and precedence, when the next remove will re- 


duce us all to a ſtate of equal meanneſs ? Why ſhould we 


exalt ourſelves and debaſe others, ſince we muſt all one 


day lie upon a common level? We muſt all be blended 


together in the ſame common duſt. Here perſons of con- 
trary intereſts, and different ſentiments, ſleep together. 
Death having laid his hand on the contending parties, and 


brought all their differences to an amicable concluſion. 


Eternity! how are our boldeſt, our ſtrongeſt thoughts, 


loft and overwhelmed in thee! Who can ſet land-marks 


to limit thy dimenſions, or find-plummets to fathom thy 


depths? What numbers can ſtate, what lines can gage 


the lengths and breadths of eternity ! Myſterious, mighty 


exiſtence ! When ages, numerous as the bloom of ſpring, 


increaſed by the herbage of the ſummer, both augmented 
by the leaves of autumn, and all multiplied by the drops of 
rain, which drown the winter ten thouſand more—than 
can be repreſented by any fimilitude, or imagined by any 
conception, are all revolved in eternity, -vaſt, boundleſs 
eternity ! After all thoſe numerous ages are expired, eter- 
nity is only beginning to begin. 

I am, Madam, | | 

Your ſincere, though aMiQed Friend. 


LETTER CXXIV. 
From a Gentleman to his Friend, on Happineſs. 


Dear SIR, 


T ſeems to be the fate of man to ſeek all his conſola- 
tions in futurity. The time preſent is very ſeldom 


able to fill deſire or imagination with immediate enjoy - 


ment, and we are therefore forced to ſupply the defici- 
encies by recollection or anticipation. 


Every one ſo often experiences the fallaciouſneſs of 


hope, and the inconveniencies of teaching himſelf to ex- 
qe | 
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pet what a thouſand accidents may preclude, that, when 
time has abated the confidence with which youth ruſhes 
out to take poſſeſſion of the world, we naturally endeavour, = 
or wiſh, at leaſt, to find entertainment in the review of 1 
life, and to repoſe upon real facts, and certain experience. wy 
But fo full is the world of calamity, that every ſource _— 
of pleaſure is polluted, and tranquillity diſturbed. When i 
time has ſupplied us with events ſufficient to employ our th 
thoughts, it has mingled them with ſo many diſaſters and 5 
afflictions, that we ſhrink from the remembrance of them, | 
dread their intruſion on our minds, and fly from them to 4 
company and diverſion. | | 
No man that has paſt the middle point of life, can fit 
down to feaſt upon the pleaſures of youth, without find- 
ing the banquet imbittered by the cup of ſorrow. Many 
days of harm eſs frolic, and many nights of honeſt feſti- 
vity will recur; he may revive the nemory of many lucky 
accidents, or pleaſing extravagances; or, if he has en- 
gaged in ſcenes of action, and been acquainted with af- 
fairs of difficulty and viſſicitudes of fortune, may enjo 
the nobler pleaſure of looking back upon diſtreſs firmly 
ſupported, upon danger reſolutely encountered, and upon 
oppreſſion artfully defeated. ZEneas very properly com- 4 
farts his companions, when, after the horrors of a ſtorm, _ 3 
they have landed on an unknown and delolate country, 
with the hope that their miſeries will, at ſome diſtant pe- 
riod, be recounted with delight. There are, perhaps, 
few higher gratifications than that of reflection on evils - 
ſurmounted, when they were not incurred by our own. 
fault, and neither reproach us with cowardice nor guilt, 
But this kind of felicity is always abated by the re- 
; Ffection, that they with whom we ſhould be moſt pleaſed 
to ſhare it, are now in the grave. A few years make ſuch 
Z havoc among ſt the human race, that we ſoon ſee ourſelves 
} Ceprived of thoſe with whom we entered the world. The 
man of enterprize. when he has recounted his adventures, 
is forced, at the cloſe of the narration, to pay a ſigh to 
the memory of thoſe who contributed to his ſucceſs; and 
he that has ſpent his life among the gayer part of man- 
kind, has quickly his remembrance fto-ed with the re- 
marks and repartees of wits, whoſe ſprigatlineſs and mer- 


timent are now loſt in perpetual filence. ,,,The trader, 
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whoſe induſtry has ſupplied the want of inheritance, 


when he fits down to enjoy his fortune, repines in ſoli— 


tary plenty, and laments the abſence of thoſe companions 
with whom he had planned out amuſements for his latter 
years; and the ſcholar, whoſe merit, after a long ſeries 
of efforts, raiſes him from obſcurity, looks round in vain 
from his exalted ſtate, for his old friends, to be witneſſes 
of his long-ſought-for afluence, and to partake of his 
bounty. | 3 Er 
Such is the imperfection of all human happineſs ; and 
every period of life is obliged to borrow its enjoyments 
from the time to come. In youth we have nothing pat 
to entertain us; and in age we derive nothing from the 
retroſpe& but frunieſs ſorrow. The loſs of our friends 
and companions impreſſes hourly upon us the neceſſity of 


our own departure. We find that all our ſchemes are 


quickly at an end, and that we mult lie down in the grave 
with the forgotten multitude of former ages, and yield our 
places to others, who, like us, ſhall be driven awhile by 
hope or fear about the ſurface of the earth, and then, like 
us, be loſt in the ſhades of death. „ 
Beyond this termination of our corporeal exiſtence, we 
are the efore obliged to extend our hopes, and every man 
indulges his imagination with ſomething which is not to 
happer till he has loſt the power of perceiving it. Some 
amuſe themſelves with entails and ſettlements, provide for 
the increaſe and perpetuation of families and honours, and 
contrive to obviate the diſſipation of fortunes, which it 
ha been the whoſe buſineſs of their lives to accumulate. 


Otbers, more refined and exalted, congratulate their own 


hearts upon the future extent of their reputation, the laſt- 
ing tame of their performances, the reverence of diilant 
nations, and the gratitude of unprejudiced poſterity. 

t is not, therefore, from this world, that any ray of 


comfort can proceed to cheer the gloom of the laſt hour, 


But futu:ity has till its proſpects; there is yet happineſs 
in re:erve ſufficient to ſupport us under evcfy affliction. 
Hope is the chief blefling of man, and that hope only is 
rational, which we are certain cannot deceive, 

TI 2m, Sir, &c. 


2 . 7d 1 
Ales ns vie Cats ant eee 1881 


LETTERS ON FRIENDSHIP, &e. 135 


LETTER CXXV. 


From his Friend, in Anſwer, NY the ler tality of 
the Soul, 


Far DEAR FRIEND, 
"HE picture you-have drawn of human nature is tan 
true to be denied, and what you have ſaid of the 
impoſſibility of enjoying real happineſs in this life, has 
led me to conſider that Proving ſubject, the immortality 


of the foal. 


Te ſoul has been treated of by many philoſophers; ſe- 


veral have pretended to define it, ſome to deſcribe its ſub- 


ſtance, and, in a word, many have attempted to ſay What 
it really is in itſelf. For my part, I fairly renounce every 
attempt to explain either its nature or connection with 
the body: I am content with my confidence, that | have 
a reaſoning faculty within myſelf, of which, together with 
wy viſible body, Jam compoſed and conſtituted. It muſt 
be allowed, that through all the parts of nature there ap- 
pears a moſt benevolent intention in the. Providence of 
God for man's preſervation and comfort. Ihe earth and 
waters adminiſtering to his food and raiment, animai: of 
various kinds are preſerved for him in due feaſon, as we 
every day experience. But tneſe pleaſures are but of a 
iubordinate degree; he enjoys ſomething of a far more 
ſoblime nature, his power of contemplating on the good- 
neſs of his Maker in the creation of all theſe things, which 
renders him deſirous of ſomething above and beyond 
them all. | 

Can it therefure be ſuggeſted, that beings capable of 
the moſt renned contemplation on the works of the crea- 
tion; beinzs capable of being moved and affected even to 
an inexpretſibis degree of pleaſure, by the combined har- 
monies of tound ; beings capable of increaſing and ad- 
vanciag their knowledge and ſpeculation in all things, 
even to their laſt moments; beings capable of conceiving 
nctions which no part of tneir mortal frame can poihbly 
convey to their underſtanding, and in which no inſtrumen- 
tal inſluence can have any ſhare; beings that are never 

M 2 | 
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ſatisfied in ſearching after truth through all the winding 
labyrinths and hidden receſſes of nature; I ſay, can it be 
1magined, that ſuch beings ſhould be deprived of all ex- 
iſtence, in the midſt of theſe growing ſpeculations, which 
can have no origin but what is truly divine? Its fulneſs 
muſt be in hereafter. YOu every imagination reaches to 
eternity, in ſpite of all that can be ſaid by the moſt obi- 
nate atheiſt, or our own doubts can deviſe. Hope is a 
conſtant inſtinct which inſpires men with A defire of find- 

ing ſome better ſtate, and is a ſure preſage of futurity; 
nor could any man on earth be poſſeſſed of it, if that tate 
were not certain, no more than he could ſhrinl- at com- 
mitting a wicked act, if there were no power within him- 
{elf that is to live hereafter. Another trong proof of the 
immortality of the ſou] flows from the infallible good» fs 
and juſtice of the Divine Being; for if it were not im- 
mortal, and ever conſcious of good and evil done in this 


lie; that goodneſs and juſtice would be liable to be called 


: queſtion. This notion has often confounded ſome of 
the greateſt philoſophers, and is at the ſame time one of 
the een conſiderations to prove a future ſtate, when en- 
tered upon with deliberation. Can we heſitate to believe the 
immortality of the ſoul, when we ſee how the moſt aban- 
doned miſcreants live and proſper in afluence of fortune, 
carrying it with a high hand againſt their neighbours, 
0 uſtreſling all in their power, enjoying and rioting on the 
iubſtance of widows and orphans, and, at laſt, going io 
rhe gras unpuniſhed ; whilſt the innocent and virtuous 
juffer a ſeries of afflictions and miſeries, by the means of 
tueſe powerful tyrants, all their lives, and, at length, lie 


2 


down in the duſt wronged and undreſſed in this I: fe? If 


then there be not an hereafter for the ſoul, and if it be 
„ot conicious of paſt good and evil, where is the Juſtice, 
where is the goodneſs, where is the mercy, where is the 
benevolence in giving being to mankind, for no other end 
but to ſuffer pains and miſery at the hands of others? Aud 
what but partiality, which is injuſtice in itſelf, would have 
ordered gs like theſe for ſome, and a power of 
tyrannizing to others, for the ſhort date of the life of man 
here, were there no puniſhment for the unjuſt and baſe, 
no happineſs for the virtuous and injured hereafter ? This 
35 a conſide ration dreadful in its very eſſence, if juſtice 
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ras no where to enſue. But who can behold the beauties 
of all the parts of the creation? Who can (re himſelf and 
- KF Know he exiſts, and at the 1ame time obſerve not only the 
careful proviſion made for him, but allo the numberleſs 
3 BF methods of propagating and preſerving them for his uſe, 
) KK without knowing, at the ſame time, that were they created 
for him as well as the tyrant who deprives him of them; 
and the avaricious, wh» abuſes the good things of this 
by denying them not only to others, bet even to himſelf. 
F I fay, who can be ſenſible of theſe things, who obſerve 
2 this Divine impartiality, and doubt of future rewards for 
dhe virtuous, and fu:ure puniſhments for the wicked? For 
millions of evil deeds are unpuniſhed, and as many wrongs 
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> KF done. without: reſtitution in this life; and, therefore, 

5 | though a wicked man may eſcape puniſhment in this life, j 
itt is impoſſible he ſhould ever ſhun the juſtice of that Di- [ 

3 vine Law, which neceſſarily points out, tha ſocial virtues 
11 and benevolence ſhould be the reciprocal commerce be- {1 
f | tween man and man, during his ſhort ſtay here, 20 that 1 
f | under the ſevereſt reſtrictions and penalties. Where then 3 
- | muſt the unerring juſtice of the D vine Being take place? | 8 


2 | If not on this fide tne grave, it muſt certainly be after the 
- | foul is {o-arated from the body. Such, my dear friend, 
„ are my thoughts on that moſt important ſubject, and I leave 
„them with you as a teſtimony of my unfeigned affection. 

a £1 | ] am, Sir, | 

Yours in the greateſt affection. 
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ſon why the» could fo haſtily take upon themſelves to dog- 

-Mmatiz? win ſo much afarance. | 

; Among tie various err9's, into which human nature 

12 liable to fall, there are ſome which people of a true 
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? | | 1 
3 From a Gentleman, to his Friend, concerning Prejudice. 1 
_—_ dis, 1 
5 WAs lately in company with ſeveral gentlemen, and 8 
I as the converſation turned upon a variety of ſubjects, 9 
f I was much lurpriſed to find every one prejudiced to his ih 
on favouiite ohiniga, without being able to aſhgn a rea- 9 


% 
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underſtanding are perfeQly ſenſible of in themſelves, yet 
either wanting a ſtrength of reſolution to break through 
what, by long cuſtom, has become habitual, or being of 
too indolent a temper to endeavaur an alteration, ſtill per. 
ſift to act in contradiction to the dictates of even their own 
reaſon and judgment. What we call prejudice, or pre- 
poſſeſſion, 1s certainly that which ſtands foremoſt in the 
rank of ſervility. It is the great ring-leader of almoſt all 
the miſtakes we are guilty of, whether in the ſentiments 
of our hearts, or the conduct of our actions. As milk is 
the firſt nouriſhment of the body, ſo prejudice is the firſt 
thing given to the mind to feed upon. No ſooner does 


the thinking faculty begin to ſhew itſelf, than prejudice. 


mingles with it, and ſpoils its operations; whatever we 
are either taught, or happen of ourſelves to like or diſlike, 
we, for the moſt part, continue to applaud or condemn to 


our life's end. So difficult it is to eradicate, in age, thoſe 


ſentiments imbibed in our youth. 1 5 
It is this fatal propenſity which binds, as it were, our 
reaſon in chains, and will not ſuffer it to look abroad, or 


_ exert any of its powers: hence are our conceptions bound- 


ed ;—our notions meanly narrow ;—our ideas, for the 


molt part, unjuſt ; and our judgment ſhamefully led aſtray, 


The brighteſt rays of truth in vain ſhine upon our minds, 
when prejudice has ſhut our eyes againſt them. We are 
even rendered by it wholly incapable of examining any 
thing, and take all upon truſt that it preſents us. This 
not only makes us liable to be guilty of injuſtice, ill- na- 
ture, and ill- manners to others, but alſo inſenſible of wha: 
is owing to ourſelves; we run with all odr might from a 
real ard ſubſtantial good, and court an empty name, a 
mere nothing. We miſtake infamy for renown, and ruin 
for advantage : in ſhort, where a ſtrong prejudice prevails, 
all is ſure to go amis, 

What | would be underſtood to mean, by the word 
Prejudice, is not that liking, or diſſiking, which naturally 
riſes on the fight of any new object preſented to us. As. 


{or example, we may happen to fall into the company c. 


wo perſons equally deſerving, and equally ſtrangers to us, 
and with ne1'her of whom we either have, or expect to 
have, the leaſt concern; yet ſhall we have, in ſpite of us, 
and without being able to give any reaſon for it, greater 
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good wiſhes for the one than the other. But this is occa- 


ſioned by that ſympathy which nature has implanted in 


all created beings. 


This, therefore is what we call fancy, and very much 


different from prejudice, which indeed enters chiefly 
through the ears. When our notions of perſons or things, 


which we of ourſelves know nothing of, are guided, and 


our approbation, or diſapprobation of them excited mere- 
ly by what we are told, and which afterwards we refuſe 
to be convinced is falſe, then it is that we may be ſaid to 
be governed by that ſettled prepoſſeſſion ſo dangerous to 
the world, and to our characters, intereſt, and happineſs; 
for the other is light, volatile, and of little conſequence. 
To avoid being led away by ſuch a dangerous error, 
we ſnould take nothing upon truſt, but all upon trial. 


Whether in the ſtudy of the arts, or in our inquiries con- 


cerning religion, politics, or any thing elſe, we ſhould fit 


down with a determined reſolution to here impartially both 


fides, and to be directed by that which our reaſon moſt 
approves. Had not ſome great perſons diveſted them- 
i-Ives of prejudices, we had never been favoured with all 
thoſe valuable improvements in experimental philoſophy, 
made of late years in different parts of Europe. After 


all, it is no eaſy matter to diveſt ourſelves of acquired pre- 


jadices; and it is a melancholy reflection, that part of our 
years are ſpent in acquiring ſuch fatal notions, that there 


is ſcarce time left to eradicate them. 


So from the time we firſt begin to know, 

We hve and learn, yet not the wiſer grow; | 

But he who truth from faiſehood would diſcern, 

Muft firſt diſrobe the mind, and all unlearn ; 

To diſpoſſeſs the chitd the mortal lives, 

And death approaches ere the man arrives; 

Thus truth lies hid, and ere we can explore 

The glittering gem, our flecring life is o'er, | | 
POR. 


am, Sir, your fincere Friend. 
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LETTER CxxvII. 


The four following Letters are on Subjects of the utmoſ 
Importance. | 


From a Gentleman laicly entered upon Houſekreping, to 4 
| riend. 


FF we reflect on the nature of the human ſpecies, we 

ſhall be convinced that all mankind were originally 
deſigned by the great Creator for ſocial creatures. For 
can we imagine that man, above all other animals, is 
born the moſt indigent, helpleſs, and abje&? Our mu- 
tua! dependence on each other is, therefore, one of the 
firſt things we ſnauld know, and be convinced of; and, 
conſequently, we ought to aid and -reheve one another, 


and promote t'e happineſs of every-mdividual, as far as 


is conſiſtent with truth, and the dictates of right reaſon, 
Can we ſuppoſe, that the Supreme being beſtowed upon 
us the wonderful facult. of expreſſing and commauni- 
cating to others our ideas by ſounds, for no purpoſe ? Is 
it reaſonable to think that man cught to live in ſolitude, 
and expect happineſs only from himſelt ? In other parts 
of the creation, the wildom of Providence has done no- 
thing in vain. The uſe of word- was not given us to 
converſe with brutes, for they neither underſtand nor 
return them. It is therefore evident, they were deiigned 
for the mutual intercourſe. f the human ſpecies. Beſides, 
the ſame paſſions «re common to all wen; lov- and ha- 
tred, hope and fear, pleature and pain, are the ſame in 
every individual, who acts conformable to his nature. 
This likeneſs in our defires muſt necefiarily attract us, and 
create in us ſuch an eſteem for each other, that. nothing 


but unnatural diipofitions, or the greateſt corruption, can 


diſſolve. Let us ſuppoſe a man bantihed into the remoteſt 
wi.derneſs, without the commerce, the company, or the 
frici dſhip of his fellow-beings; how diſmal mult (1s con- 
dition be! He may, p& uays, find means to co: ue his 
exiſtence by taking ſuch animals as the deſert affords, and 


by gathering ſuch fruits and vegetables as the carth ſpon 
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taneouſly yields; but his life muſt be a continual ſcene of 
horror and deſpair; no friend to converſe with; no mor- 
tal to defend him from the ravenous jaws of the ſavage 
inhabitants of the foreſt; no phyſician to adminitter the 
ſalutary productions of nature, when pain and fickneſs 
make their approach. In ſhort, he would be fo far from 
arriving at happineſs, that he would ſcarce deſire to ſup- 
port his exiſtence, and even court the king of terrors to 
terminate at once, his ſorrows with his life. 

Since choice, as well as neceſſity and conveniency, 
\onld induce all men to unite and form ſocieties, it is the 
indilpenſable duty of every individual to become a uſeful 
member, and contribute all in his power to promote the 
lappineſs of the whole. In order to this, before we em- 
bark in any action, we ſhould reflet on the conſequences 
which muſt naturally low from it, by imagining it to 
have been already done by another; and we ſhall imme- 
diately be able to judge of the modes of pleaſure or pain 
it will give to others, from the manner of its affecting our- 
ſelves. To a reaſonable being, nothing brings pain but 
vice, or pleaſure but virtue. This precaution mult tend 
to promote benevolence, friendihip, and honefty among 
mankind ; whereas the not obſerving 1t, ſubjects us to the 
tyranny of our paſſions, to grace which, men frequently 
become faithleſs, cruel, diſhoneſt, and traitorous. We are 
convinced, that men muſt hve in ſocieties, and, in order 
to live happy, it is evident they muſt be virtuous, ſince 
nothing elle in our power can mutually ſecure us; human 
beings are ſo circumſtanced, that they ſhould love, aſſiſt, 
ad protect each other. The great end of our being is 
happineſs; it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the Omnipotent 
Author of Nature intended any being ſhould inevitably be 
miſerable. Human happineſs is always proportionate to 
the perception we have have of ideas or things: that is, 
the ſame object may give 3 higher degree of happineſs to 
one perſon than to another; but no degree of human hap- 
pineſs can ſubſiſt without ſociety: men, therefore, enter 
into ſocieties for the mutual happineſs of each other; and 
that every individual ſhould enjoy the advantages re- 
ſulting from ſuch an union, by regulating all human ac- 
tions by ſome ſtandard or law. In childhood the laws 
of action naturally flow from the modés of pleaſure and 
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pain, which ſenſible objects impreſs on their tender or. 
gans. Thoſe of men fundamentally ariſe from the for. 
mer, but with this difference, that the reaſoning faculty, 
now grown ſtronp by experience, determines theſe things 
to be good or evil, in the ſame manner, in which we be. 
fore affirmed this, or that, to be pleaſure or pain. Hence 
it is evident, that the ſpring of action is the ſame, both 
in the mind and in the body; for that which is evil to 
the mind, is by the ſame rule, painful to the body; and 
that which is truly pleaſing to the b. dy, is alſo good to 
the mind. It is therefore evident, that the ideas of good 
anc evil are naturally evident to the mind, by the auit- 
ance of reaſon. The very laws of property may be ex- 
amined by theſe firſt principles of pleaſure and pain. — 
White we are infants, we are ſubject to the law of our 


ſenſes; when we are men, to that of our reaſon. And, 


therefore, unleſs we abandon reaſon, the characteriſtic ol 
Our nature, we muſt regulate our actions by her precepts. 
Though man has a freedom of will, he is not, on that 
account, lawleſs, and at liberty to commit what outrages 
or violence his vicious appetites ſuggeſt. The will, as 
well as the appetites, are the ſervants of reaſon, and ſhouid 
be governed by her, as ſhe is by her own laws; we may, 
therefore, rationally conclude, that men ſhould live in 
perpetual obedience to ſome laws; and, as the law of 
reaſon 1s the moſt ſuitable to human nature, it 1s conle- 
quently the moſt eligible. The immutable will of the Su- 
preme Being is a kind of law which he has impoſed upon 
himſelf : thoſe immenſe orbs, which regularly move thro' 
the ſyſtem of the vniverſe, have motion and gravitation, 
attraction and repulſion, aſſigned for their laws: and man 
has reaſcn, And it is reaſonoble to think, that the fame 
economy runs through z2!] the beings in nature. 5 
From what has been faid, it evidently appears, that 
ſocieties are not only the ſource of happineſs, bat alſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary; and that they cannot ſubfiſt without 
ſome law. Nor ſhould man, notwithſtanding the loud de- 
mands of his paſſions, think himſelf enſlaved for living 
under the dominion of reaſon, ſince the great Creator 
himſelf regulates luis conduct by a law, which, from the 
unchangeableneſs of his nature, has ſubſiſted from, and 
will continue to, all eternity. Why then ſhould not We 
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ſtrictly conform ourſelves to the principles of reaſon? If "HA 

or. Þ pleaſure be defirable, as moſt ſurely it is, we can only 1 
or- hope to obtain it by following her dictates. Thoſe plea- | nn 
y, W ſures we enjoy, contrary to her precepts, always leave a —_ 
nes ſting behind them, infinitely ſupertor to the joys we find | TH 
be. in Fair poſſeſſion. We ſhould, therefore, always let rea- 1 
nce WF fon direct our actions, and remember the golden rule of 4 
oth doing to others what we ourſelves, in their circumſtances, 91 
to F ſhould defire from another. This is alone ſufficient to | Fi 

ne conduct a man innocently and ſafely thro' the journey of 9 
e tte, till death draws the veil, which ſeparates this from 9 

od F the world of ſpirits. | i 
6 I am, Sir, yours affectionately. 7M 
Ty | | | 7 
by 5 bl, 
ur — 125 1 
d, b 1 
„ LETTER CxxvIII. 1 
i : | From the ſame, on Pride. 1 
as DEAR SIR, 1 
f THE great inequality that we often perceive in the } i 
OX = productions of the mind of the ſame man, 1s not in | i 
2 FF: the leaſt to be wondered at; for, as man's body is com- 1 
| poſed of the elements, ſo it varies with the weather, and 1 
- |: changes oftener than the moon: ſo the ſoul, though in 8 
- |. itſelt immutable, yet it is connected with, and compelled 1 
nd act in and through thoſe corporeal organs, which are 1 bi 


I» — aa 


always changing, muſt, of neceſſity, have its powers of 
acting more or leſs impeded ; muit riſe and fall like the 
mercury in the glaſs, according to their degree of clear- 
- | neſs. Hence the mind is one hour pure as ethereal air, 


1 the next, foul as the thickeſt fog. 

l þ | | | 
10 For pride, that buſy ſin, | 
$; Spoils all that we perform. WATTS. 
f Since the powers of the mind do thus depend upon 
4 he organs of the body, which vary like the wind, where 1 
<2 the certainty of human wit? Where the boaſter of hu- RH 
5 man reaſon ? This fickleneſs of the mortal frame, this 11 


A tability of human wiſdom, ſhould teach us hamility, and 
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abaſe our pride. There is ſurely no paſſion whatſoever f 
univerſal in the human ſpecies as pride, yet none fo un. 
reaſonable ; it is, indeed, the very foundation of folly, 
and he that has the greateſt ſhare of it, muſt of conſe. 
quence have the leaſt reaſon. 

If we look through the whole race of man, we ſhall 
ſee them all complaining of ſome want or other ; but 
where ſhall we find one who has ſenſe enough to complain 
of the want of reaſon? We all complain of the want ef 
ſomething which we do not really need; yet the only 
thing which we do truly want, we all think we have not 
only enough of, but to ſpare ; for who is there that is not 
ſatisfied with his own fhare of ſenſe, or does not think 
himſelf able to direct others? Our pride of reaſon is in- 
deed fo great, that we are more ambitious of being eſteem- 
ed wiſe than good ; yet what can more plainly prove our 
folly ? for who was ever at once both wicked and wiſe? 
Wiſdom and wickedneſs can be no more pnited than truth 
and falſehood ; where one enters, the other muſt retire. 
Of all human excellencies, reaſon is undoubtedly the 
greateſt; but there are ſome whom nature has indeed fa- 


voured with ſuperior powers, who are too apt to look down 


with a ſort of contempt on their fellow-creatures of in- 
ferior parts; yet, if they would but impartially look into 
and conſider themſelves, they would ſurely confeſs, that 
they can have nothing in nature to boaſt of as really their 
own : they that have moſt wiſdom, will ever be moſt hum- 
ble; they will acknowledge, that, whatſoever qualifica- 
tions they may be bleſſed with, the honour of them 1s only 
due to their Creator: If my watch goes well, ſhall it boaſt 
itſelf; or is the maker to be praiſed ? How much more the 
Creator, who not only put this human machinery toge- 
ther, but made all the materials alſo! He that arrogates 
to himſelf honours on account of any excellence whatſo- 
ever, is a thief, and robs his Creator. The royal pſalmiſt, 
when he bleſſed and praiſed the Lord for his people's 
offering ſo willingly towards erecting the temple, mol: 
truly ſays, But who am J, and what is my people, that 
ue ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after this ſort ? For 
things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.” 
—'T here 1s indeed nothing that mankind are ſo prone to 


be proud of, as their reaſon : We look upon that as our 
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own intrinſic jewel, not liable to be loft, like wealth or 
fortune's other external favours, but fixed to ourſelves and 
permanent as our exiſtence; yet how often do we ſee this 
boaſted excellence totally periſh by the moſt trivial means? 
A tile falling ſhall diſorder ſome flender veſſel of the 
brain, when, like a flame extinguiſhed, it vaniſhes, never 
to be rekindled. How often, like the ſhriveiled branches 
of a tree, whoſe veſſels being obſtructed, wither for want 
of their nutritive ſap, is this vaunted jewel laſt by a pa- 
ralytic blow? Nay, indeed, how often has the vain pride 
of reaſon, and the ſelf-afſumed honour of it, degraded 
human nature to a brute, and procured the juſt puniſh- 
ment of Nebuchadnezzar! Pride 1s the parent of evy, 
and of all the paſſions is the moſt odious to our Creator, 
and moſt hurtful to ourſelves : It makes us rob him of his 
due praiſe, and ourſelves of all content : For a proud man 


will ever meet with ſomg poor Mordecai. Pride makes 
men look at their own merits through a magnifying optic, 


at others through a contracting glaſs; and though it blinds 


us to our own follies, yet it makes us pry out the frailties 


of others with eagle's eyes; and according to the word of 
perfect Wiſdom, it makes us ſee the mote in another's 
eye, but not the beam in our own.*—Pride and reaſon 
can never acoord, they are in nature oppoſites, and as 
contrary as love and hatred, and as incompatible as light 
and darkneſs. | | 

There is, however, a juſt, neceſſary, and well- founded 


ambition, which we ſhould ever carefully diſtinguiſh from 


pride. tk 
To delight in, and take every opportunity of exerting 


all the powers we are poſſeſſed of towards honouring our 


Creator, and ſerving our fellow-creatures, is not only rea- 
ſonable, but the higheſt and nobleſt uſe to which human 


reaſon can be applied ; it is indeed the very end for which 


it was given. Whenever we ſee a man exerting his power 
to theſe purpoſes, nothing can be more unjuſt to him, or 
more detrimental to ſociety, than to attribute them to his 
pride, We are apt to judge of others by ourſelves ; when 
we ſee another poſſeſs ſuch qualifications as would make 
us proud, we, without further evidence, conelude him to 
be ſo. Superior excellence always attracts envious eyes, 
and what virtue will not — conſtrue into vice? That 
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ambition can never be juſtly blamed, that produces, or 
endeavours to produce, public good ; but ſome are ſo en- 
vious, that they cannot fee any ſhining talent in another 
without ſnarling at it, like dogs barking at the moon, 
To curb our pride, and check our unjuſt cenſures, we 
ſhould all look into, and ſtudy that living and moſt in- 
ſtructive book, our own hearts; for nothing will ſo effec- 
tually ſuppreſs our 3 or correct our cenſures, as to 
know ourſelves. e that moſt clearly perceives his own 


imperfections, will be the laſt to ſeek out and condemn 


thoſe of others; he will be, like thoſe. who brought the 
woman taken in adultery, ſelf- convicted, and teal away in 
filence. Man's only true way to wiſdom is to know him- 
ſelf. He that would be eſteemed truly wiſe, muſt firſt 
find out, and amend his own faults : For, what regard will 
be paid to the lips of him, who contradicts them by his 
life? Who will mind the praiſes of freedom from the 
mouth of one who chooſes to be himſelf a ſlave ? Or, who 
will be directed in his way by one that cannot ſee. his 
own? It isxertain, that beſides the various external im- 
pulſions of the elements, which man can no ways avoid, 
he has within himſelf ſo many falſe friends, ſo many flat- 
tering courtiers, called paſſions, who paint in his mind 
ſuch pleaſing deluſive images, and draw ſuch an artful 
Fhade over his reaſon, that render it very difficult for him 
' 10 ſee himſelf in a true impartial light; yet, however diffi- 
cult it is, it may be done; this miſt of the mind may be 
cleared up; theſe falſe friends may be unmaſked, and 
theſe mental flatterers detected and condemned, by reſo- 
zutely exerting our reaſon, and trying them at her unbiaſ- 
fed bar. The beſt of mankind will, by a thorough and 
impartial inſpection into themſelves, by carefully viewing 
the mirror of their minds, find failings ſufficient to abate 
their pride. 


Self-knowledge is, of all attainments whatſoever, bs 


moſt uſeful to ourſelves, and moſt beneficial to others: lt 
pot only teaches us to think humbly of ourſelves, and to 
amend our faults, but, like heaven, to pity and forgive the 
jrailties of others; it teaches us, whatſoever degree of rea- 
fon we may be bleſſed with, not to be puffed up with 
pride, but to conſider it as a talent intruſted to us, of which 
Re muſt render a juſt account; Not to aſſume the leaf 
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honour of it to ourſelves; but to a@ as becomes reaſon- 
able creatures, and to give all the glory to him from 
whom we receive the power. 

| Jam, Sir, your ſincere Friend. 


LETTER CXXIX:: 
From the ſame, on the Utility of fludying the Sciences. 


My Dear Friend, 


HAT wonder is the effect of ignorance, has often 
been obſerved. The awful ſtilneſs of attention, with 
which the mind is overſpread at the firſt view of an unex- 
peed effect, or an uncommon performance, ceaſes when 
we have leiſure to diſentangle complications, and inveſtigate 
cauſes, Wonder is a pauſe of reaſon, a ſudden ceſſation 
of the mental progreſs, which laſts only while the under- 


ſtanding is fixed upon ſome ſingle idea; and is at an end 


when it recovers force enough to divide the object into its 
parts, or make the intermediate gradations from the fir} 
motive to the laſt conſequence. 


lt may be remarked, with equal truth, that ignorance 
is often the effect of wonder. It is common for thoſe wio 


have never accuſtomed themſelves to the labour of inquiry, 
nor invigorated their confidence by any conqueſts of diffi- 
culty, to ſleep in the gloomy quieſcence of aſtoniſhment, 
without any effort to animate languor, or diſpel obſcurity. 
What they cannot immediately conceive, they conſider as 
too high to be reached, or too extenſive to be comprehend- 


ed; they therefore content themſelves with the gaze of 
ignorance, and forbearing to attempt what they have no 


hopes of performing, reſign the pleaſures of rational con- 


templation, to find more pertinacious ſtudy, or more active 


faculties. 
Many of the productions of mechanic arts are of a form 


fo different from that of the firſt materials, and many 


conſiſt of parts ſo numerous and fo nicely adapted to each 
other, that it is not poſſible to conſider them without amaze- 
| | N 2 * | 
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ment. But when we enter the ſhops of artificers, obſerve 
the various tools by which every operation is facilitated, 
and trace the progreſs of a manufacture through the dif. 
ferent hands that, in ſucceſſion to each other, contribute 
to its perfection, we ſoon diſcover that every ſingle man 
has an caſy tak, and that the extremes, however remote, 
of natural rudeneſs and artificial elegance, are joined by a 
regalar concatention of effects, of which every one is in- 
& 7 oduced by that which precedes it, and equally intro- 
duces that which follows. ; 

The fame is the ſtate of intelleQual and manual per- 
formances. A long calculation or a complex diagram, 
affrights the timorous and unexperienced from a ſecond 
view ; but, if we have {:1! ſufficient to analyſe them into 
ſimple principles, it will generally be diſcovered that our 

car was groundleſs. Divide and conquer, is a principle 
equally juſt in ſcience as in policy, Complication: 1s a 
ſpecies of confederacy, which, while it continues united, 
bids defiance to the moiſt active and vigorous intellect; 
but of which every meinber is ſeparately weak, and which 
may therefore be quickly ſubdued, if it can once be 
broken, 

Phe chief art of learning, as Locke has obſerved, is to 
attempt but little at a time. The fartheſt excurſions of 
the mind are made by ſhort flights frequently repeated; 
the moſt lofty fabrics of ſcience are founded by the con- 
tinued accumulation of ſingle propoſitions. 

It often happens, whatever be the cauſe, that this im- 
patience of labour, or dread of miſcarriage, ſeizes thoſe 
who are moſt diſtinguiſhed for quickneſs of apprehenſion ; 
and that they who might, with great reaſon, promiſe them- 
felves victory, are leaſt willing to hazard the encounter. 
This difidence, where the attention is not laid aſleep by 
lazineſs, or diſſipated by pleaſures, can riſe only from 
confuſed and general views, ſuch as negligence ſnatches 
in haſte, or from the diſappointment of the firſt hopes 
formed by arrogance without reflection. Jo expect that 
the intricacies of ſcience will be pierced by a careleſs 
glance, or the eminences of fame aſcended without labour, 
23 to expect a peculiar privilege, a power denied to the reſt 
f mankind ; bat to ſuppoſe that the maze is inſcrutable 
to diligence, or the heights inacceſſible to perſeverance, is 
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to ſubmit tamely to the tyranny of fancy, and enchain the 


mind in voluntary ſhackles. 
It is che proper ambition of the heroes in literature, to 


enlarge the boundaries of knowledge by diſcovering and 
conquering new regions of the intellectual world. To 


the ſucceſs of ſuch undertakings, perhaps, ſome degree of 


fortuitous happineſs is neceſſary, which no man can pro- 


miſe or procure to himſelf; and, therefore, doubt and ir- 
reſolution may be forgiven in him that ventures into the 
untrodden abyſſes of truth, and att tempts to find his way 
through the fluctuations of uncertainty, and the conflicts 
of contradiction. But when nothing more is required, 

than to purſue a path already beaten, and to trample on 
obſtacles which others have demoliſhed, why ſhould any 
man ſo much ſuſpect his own ntellects, as to imagine him- 


ſelf unequal to the attempt. 
It were to be wiſhed, that they who Like their lives 


to ſtudy, would at once believe nothing too great for their 
ttainment, and conſider nothing as too littie for their re- 


gard; that they would extend their notice alike to ſcience 


and to life, and unite ſome knowledge of the preſent world, 
to their acquaintance with paſt ages and remote events. 
othing has ſo much expoſed men of learning to con- 


tempt and ridicule, as their ignorance of things which 


are known to all but themſelves, and their inability to con- 
duct common negcctations, or extricate their affairs from 
trivial perplexities. Thoſe who have been taught to con- 
ſider the inſtitutions of the ſchools, as giving the laſt per- 
fection of human abilities, are ſurprized to ſee men Wrin- 
kled with ſtudy, yet wanting to be inſtructed in the mi- 


nute circumſtances of propriety, or the neceſſary for.us of 


daily tranſactions ; and quickly ihake off their reverence 
for modes of education, w ich they find to produce no 
ability above the reſt of mankind: 

Books, ſays Bacon, can ver teach the uſe of books. 


The ſtudent muſt learn, by co nmerce with mankind, to 


reduce his ipeculations to practice, and accommadate his 
knowledge to the purpoſes of life. 

It is too common for thoſe who have been bed to 
ſcholadic profeſſions, and paſſed niche of their tine in 
academies, where nothi g bu (earning confers hunours, 


to diſregard every qualifica::n, and to imagine that they 
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Hall find mankind ready to pay homage to their know. 
ledge, and to crowd about them for inſtruction. They, 
therefore, ſtep out from their cells into the open world, 
with all the confidence of authority and dignity of im- 
Portance ; they look around about them at once with ar- 
rogance and ſcorn on a race of beings to whom they are 
equally unknown, and equally contemptible, but whoſe 
manners they muſt imitate, and with whoſe opinions they 
muſt comply, if they deſire to paſs their time happily 
among them. | 


To leſſen that diſdain with which ſcholars are inclined 


to look on the common buſineſs of the world, and the un- 
willingneſs with which they condeſcend to learn what is 
not to be found in any ſvſtem of philoſophy, it may be 
neceſſary to conſider, that though admiration-is excited 
by abſtruſe reſearches and remote diſcoveries, we cannot 
Hope to give pleaſure, or to conciliate affection, but by 
ſofter accompliſhments, and by qualities more eaſily com- 
municable to thoſe about us. He that can only converſa 
upon queſtions, about which only a ſmall part of man- 
kind has knowledge ſufficient to be curious, . muſt paſs 
his days in unſocia} filence, and live in the crowd of life 
without a companion. He that can only be uſeful on 


great occaſions, may die without exerting his abilities, 


and ftand a helpleſs ſpectator of a thouſand vexations 
which fret away the happineſs of being, and which nothing 
is required to remove but a little dexterity of conduct, and 
readineſs ef expedients . | 

No degree of kowledge, attainable by man, is able to 
ſet him above the want of huurly aſſiſtance, or to ex- 
tinguiſh the defire of fond endearments, and tender of- 
| fictouſneſs; and, therefore, no one ſhould think it unne- 
ceſſary to jean thoſe arts by which friendſhip may ba 


* — 


— 
— — — 


* To read with advantage, and to be to able judge of the beau- 


ties of compoſition, and the literary merits of various authors, it is 


nect ſſar) to be thoroughly grounded in your native tongue, To 
attain this indiſpenſ:Þle accomoliſhinent, I know of no book fo pro- 
per as Fifper's Engliſh Grammar z or, An 'aſy Way to underftand Engliſh. 
In this maſtcrly performance, every rule which was before known, 
is placed in a lighe quite novel, and all that is new is delivered in 
an gay, agreeable, and inſtructive manner. | 
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gained. Kindnefs is preſerved by a conſtant reciproca- 
tion of benefits, or interchange of pleaſures ; but ſuch 
benefits only can be beſtowed as others are capable to re- 
ceive, and ſuch pleaſures only imparted as others are 


qualified to enjoy. 


By this deſcent from the pinnacles of art no honour 
will be loſt; for the condeſcenſions of learning are always 
overpaid by gratitude. An elevated genius, employed 
in little things, appears, to uſe the ſimile of Longinus, like 


the ſun in his evening declination ; he remits his ſplendor, 


but retains his magnitude, and pleaſes more, though he 
dazzles leſs. 


Jam, Sir, yours affectionately. 


— * * 


— — 


LETTER CXXX. 


From the fame, on the Neceſſity of being virtuous in our : 


Youth, 
Dear SIR, | 
AN is the only creature in the world, whoſe hap- 
pineſs is imperfect, and who, at the ſame time, is 
ſenſible that it is ſo; who has ſomething in him that diſ- 


dains the imperfection of his own being, and langwſhes 


after a condition more perfect. Were he compoſed only, 
ke other animals, of fleſh and blood, he would find no 
more faults with his being than they do with theirs, 
matter alone being incapable of reflection; heſe are 
therefore the ſeeret repinings of the foul, by which ſhe 
evidently diſcovers her exiſtence. And, ſince it is natural 
for all beings to ſeek and thirſt after happineſs, it is ne- 
ceſſary to know where that feat is fixed, it being the want 
of that knowledge that makes us waſte ſo much time in 
vain purſuits, and unprofitable attempts, in endeavouring 
to confine happineſs to the body, which is a priſon too 
weak to hold it; and the ſenſes that conduct it thither, 


are too feeble long to guard and detain it; it is conſtantly 


endeavouring to make its eſcape, and what is worſe, it 
never fails in accompliſhing its aim. Beſides, if it has no 
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other exiſtence than the body, it muſt be very tranſitory, 
and periſh with it in a contemptible portion of time. A 


man of that opinion muſt be ſure to keep his thoughts al. 


ways ſteadily confined within the compaſs of this life and 
world ; for, if they happen to wander 3 theſe limits, 
they will enter into dark uncomfortable regions affording 
nothing but black and diſmal proſpects, as too many gay 


unthinking perſons find by ſad experience. Now virtue, 


the true ſcience of happineſs, will give us juſter. notions of 
it, and teach us, that the true ſeat of happineſs is in the 
ſoul, which is of a capacity large enough to contain it, 
and of a duration laſting enough to preſerve it to eternity; 
there it may riſe to unmeaſurable heights without re- 
ſtraint; it can never overburden or overpower the ſoul, 
It is the pcor feeble body only, that is not able to ſupport 


it, that is too weak to bear the rapid and violent motions 


of the ſoul, when it is filled and agitated with joy. The 
heart is capable of bearing but a ſmall inſignificant mea- 
| ſure of joy, it may be eaſily deſtroyed by its irrefiſtible ef. 
forts. The heart is equally incapable of ſupporting im- 
moderate joy, or immoderate grief; the one proves de- 
ſtructive by too great a dilatation, and the other by too 
great a depreſſion. 


guſhes, in a torrent, through the wound. 


It is a prepoſterous reſolution of ſome people to defer 


being virtuous till they grow old, imagining that wiſdom 


is the natural conſequence of old age; as if that which 


is the greateſt imperfection of human nature, were moſt 
proper to confer on us the higheſt perfection of it. Long 
obſervation, indeed, is productive of experience; but ex- 


perience is very different from wiſdom, though it is the 


utmoſt advantage old age can pretend to beſtow upon us, 


Now it muſt be conſidered, that virtue is a habit of mind. 


which muſt be acquired by induſtry and application; to 
be fortibly introduced into the ſoul; in oppoſition to vice; 


and after it has gotten a long and unindiſturbed poſſeſſion of 
it, mutt be attended with great difficulty, and requires a 


perievering r-{ulution. It is not to be effected in a ſmall 
interval of time; the approaches muſt be regular and 


gradual, to diſlodge ſo potent an enemy. It is a taſk. 


Whichſoever of them happens in an. Þ 
1mmoderate degree, the frail veſſel is broken, and life 
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that requires the vigour of youth, and more time than old 
age has to beſtow, | 


The chief end of a virtuous life is to give us as near a 


| reſemblance as is poſſible to the Divine Nature, to make 
| us pure as he is pure; that is, to raiſe us to the utmoſt 


degree of purity our frail nature is capable of. Now, the 


2 
- 3 ved rk * ? #3 hs * __ 
* * *% N . 2 2 2 bes, Fl Us Gp 
eee 


8 e „ CCC 9 
e r 2 + 


| deferring this work till we grow old, is reſolving to be as 
| unlike God as poſſible; it is a confident, but very ridicu- 


lous aſſurance, that old age will help our deformity, and 
give us a very good reſemblange of him, and in an inſtant 
confer upon us purity like his, after we have wilfully paſ- 


ſed over our whole life in contracting pollution. But 
can we think that, when the pureſt and ſprightheft part of 
| life has been proſtituted to vice, the dregs are an offering fit 


for our Maker? And can we think, that he will accept of 
ſuch a ſacrifice ? 

It is then our higheſt wiſdom to tread the paths of vir- 
tue in the morning of our days, that the evening may 


terminate with a ſmiling ſerenity, and, when the ſtrug⸗ 


les of reluctant nature are over, the ſoul may ſecurely 
ring its way to che ſettled regions of unmoletted ſecurity, 
1 I am, Sir, your dear Friend, 


* 


— — * 


LETTER Ccxxx!. 


Oi Marriage, from a Lady in Town to her F riend in the 
Country, | 


Dear Mapan, | 
ARRIAGE is deſpiſed by ſome, and by others too 
much coveted. The firit fin againſt the law of na- 
ture, and divine ordination ; the laſt (too often) againſt 
their own peace and happineſs. For thoſe that are in 
extraordinary haſte for a ſettlement, do commonly extend 
their expectations beyond what they have poſſeſſed in a 
fingle life, and many times the imaginary heaven proves 
a hell. Though your changing your condition had an ex- 
traordinary proſpect, yet I hear my laſt letter, which 
was to with you joy, found you in ſorrow; but I know 
You are too well principled not to remember the time 
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will come when the wicked ſhall ceaſe from troubling, 
and the weary will be at reſt. For if your huſband cox: 
tinues ſo induſtrious to torment you as the world repre. 
ſents him, I believe you can have but little reſt till tha 
time is come; unleſs it is by the inward peace of a gocd 
conſcience, which none can take from you. This is 1 
conſolation which ciamorous wives always loſe, and which 
can never be recompenſed by any point they gain, how. 
ever apparently for their advantage. Since the laws 0 
God and nature have given men the ſupreme authority in 
marriage, we qught not firſt to accept them upon thoſe 
terms, and then mutiny upon all occaſions. For thouph 
ſome men are ſo kind as to make our yoke light upon ug, 
yet we take them“ for better or worſe ;?” and experience 
ſhews us, that the odds are on the worſe ſide. All this we 
ſhould confider before we engage ourſelves in thoſe ſtrid 
ties, which oblige ns to deny our own inclinations, and 
comply with thoſe of our huſbands, Indeed, human po- 
licy ought to teach us this leſſon; for if we make a man's 
home leſs agreeable to him than any other place, we fur. 
niſh him with a good excuſe for going-abroad, which can 
never be to our mutual advantage, 
buſineſs does not call out to get money, are generally on 
the ſpend; and he that is driven from home by a wife's 


ill-humour, is always more extravagant abroad, and even 


thinks he has a better pretence to be ſo, while he ſacrifices 

his body and ſoul, as well as his eſtate, to his revenge. 
Some women, indeed, will divert themſelves, and not 

ſeem to mind it; and inſtead of endeavouring to win their 


huſbands by complaiſance; turn as extravagant as they; 


or as the old proverb ſays, They light the candle at 
« both ends; though they know it muſt at laſt burn 
their own fingers. However, they ſeldom fail of ſuffer- 


ing by their raſhneſs ; and the further they run out, the 


ſooner they find a check upon their expences; beſides, 
if they ſhould preſerve their honeſty, they undergo the 
certain loſs of their reputation, which is infinitely more 
valuable to them than any thing elſe in the world ; and 
although by ſuch. a conduct they may think to reclaim 


the men, yet “ they ought not to do evil that good may 


, come.” 
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But I, moſt of all, wonder at ſome of our acquaintance 
who ſeem to be ſober women, and yet recommend it, as 
the beſt way to deal with a paſſionate huſband, to be 
| more unreaſonable than he. Such a conduct my filence 
| ſome men, and might be pardonable, if God as well as 
man were to be filenced by it. But our religion tells us, 
e muſt not be overcome of evil, but overcome evil 


„with good.” An evil tongue never appears ſo odious 


as in the mouth of a paſſionate woman, railing againſt her 


E huſband. We commonly ſay that a madman is poſleſſed ; 
and every one that is not in, a rage himſelf, will allow 


E paſſion to be a temporary madneſs, which makes men act 
as irrationally as lunatics, although they have not the 
© {ame excuſe to plead, Such unhappy perſons will often 
tell you, that paſſion is a natural infirmity ; a violent diſ- 
temper which they ſtrive againſt, and therefore they ought 
to be excuſed ; but let them remember that their conduct 


is the more unjuſtifiable, as they are ſenſible of their folly. 


If a huſband is unkind and cruel, it is a great affliction, 


and the ſcriptures tell us, all things of that nature are 


grie vous; but as contrary as they are to fleſh and blood, 


yet they ariſe not from the duſt, and that it is not for us 
to cor.tend with our Maker. He that can, with a word, 
controul the fury of the winds and ſeas, can, with as lit- 
tle trouble, avert any ſtorm that threatens, when he ſees us 
fit objects of mercy. For if we attempt to ſhake off the 
yoke, or think, by ſtruggling, to make the chain fit 
looſer upon us, we ſhall ſoon be convinced of. our error, 


like birds taken in a net, Who, by beating their feathers 
off, increaſe their miſery, and at the ſame time diſable 


themſclves from making their eſcape. Thoſe amongſt us 
that know we have been ſo obliging as never to deſerve 
an ill word from our perſecutors, ſhould. remember, that 


2 fill we every day deſerve God's chaitiſements ; and that 
wicked and unreaſonable men are a ſword of his which 
wounds us the deeper, the more we love the hand which 
= he employs for our correction. But how ſharp ſoever it 


is, yet we ſhould. not repine, conſidering it is to humble 
us, in order to draw us nearer to himſelf. He has ſaid, 
that when we arrive at a proper degree of perfection, we 


1 hall. be free from all our ſufferings; but as long as we con- 
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tinue to offend we ſhall be puniſhed either in this world, 
or, what 1s infinitely worſe, in the world to come, 

] have a few thoughts more to ſend you on the ſans 
ſubject, which I am not able at preſent to communicate, 
being in a poor ſtate of health, but J am ſtill, 

Dear Madam, your fincere Friend. 


— 1 eee ere —— 


LETTER CXXXII. 


From the ſame, 
Dax Maban, 


F'N compliance with your requeſt, F mentioned a fey 


things concerning marriage, and, according to my 
promiſe, now fit down to trouble you with the remainder, 
It is certainly a very filly thing for people to quarre|, 
who muſt be friends again; unleſs they chooſe rather to 


not approve. I will not pretend to determine what pro- 
vocation is ſufficient to juſtify ſuch a breach, nor to ſay 
that it cannot be juſtified, ſince even the beſt of women 
have parted from their huſbands, although they ſeem ſin- 
cerely to lament their ſeparation. Nor does their con- 


covered, as, in ſuch circumſtances, all eyes are upon them, 
and they maſt live more reſerved than the reſt of the 
world, or elſe they would quickly be liable to ſuch a cen- 
ſure as mult vindicate the conduct of their huſbands. 
And though in all quarrels betwixt a man and his wife, 
if it comes to a hot diſpute, there are faults in both par- 


ties, yet the weaker veſſel is ſo little conſidered, merely for 


being weak, that they are often blamed much more than 


they deſerve; which cenſure they can no way prevent {0 | 


well, as by a ftri& obſervance of their relative duties, and 


to have a conſcience void of offence towards God and the 


world. ET, | | 
Nothing upon earth can be ſaid to afford ſatisfaction, 
only as our imagination makes it appear ſo at a diſtance; 
4 


n. the 
duct accuſe them to have done it lightly, or upon the ac- Þ* 


count of taking their pleaſure, which would ſoon be dif. | 
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and this proſpect is dreſſed, by fancy, in ſuch various 


ſame perſons. ſuch different notions, that they grow fick 
at the very things they languiſhed for before. | his 1s 
probably the reaſon, why old people are ſo much for de- 
nying young ones thoſe innocent diverſions they are grown 
wear / of themſelves; though, perhaps, at the ſame time, 
they may gratify their own foible in ſomething equally ri- 
diculous. It is this contrariety in the mind that makes 
matrimony ſo uneaſ/; for when one ſets up a ſeparate 


Diana to worſhip, their hearts cannot be full of affection 


to one another; and if both are bigotted in their own way, 
it, too often, ruins not onl themſelves, but alſo their in- 


nocent children. But you, Madam, are not in a danger 


of falling into this error, being of too complying a nature 


to bring yourſelf and others into any inconventency upon 
that ſcore; and I rejoice to hear how unmoved yoa appear 
under ſo great a provocation. I confeſs, that a huſbands. 


keeping another before one's eyes, is the crueleſt thing ke 


can do; vet, even in that caſe, it is moſt prudent to ſhew 
no forwardneſs ; for the miſtreſs will be ſure to entertain 


him with mirth and carefling, which will make the wife's 
frowns ſeem more intulera>l:, and ſuch women never fail 
to magnify all domeſtic accidents. Theſe proſtitutes are, 
indeed, the greateſt enemies to conjugal love; for them 


the gentlemen. put on their beſt countenances, and with 


whom they paſs ineir mot pleaſing hours; the indigna- 
tion is reſerved for the wife of hi: boſom, wno muit ſhare 


. . 5 . ; » - 
in nothing but the grievances, till they at laſt hecome part- 
ners in their wants, the un.ivoidabl.: conſequences of ſuch 
courſes. Some few inſtances we have ſeen of nuſbinds 


who have been reclaimed by a wife's tendernets, before 


the intrigue has gone too far, but none, I believe, were 
ever hectored out of it. | 


Some men are ſo kind to their wives, as to endeavour to 
conceal their falſehood ; which if they do, it is very indiſ- 
creet for the ladies to inquire id to it, aud they ar2 no friends 


who give them the information He that goes about to 


hide nis amour, ſhews either à ſenſe or ſhame, or Ard 
to nis ſpouſe; and that may, in time, wean him ouch 


company, or at leaſt it is a ſiga he does not deſire to grieve 
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ſhapes, that what would be a delight to one is real miſery 
to another; and age or poſſeſſion does ſometimes give the 
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her, which moſt men eſteem their great prerogative, and 


would loſe half their ſatisfaction in their intrigues, were it 
not for their pleaſure of tormenting the wife. There are 


ſome huſbands, who, to uſe the old proverb, have 
ſtretched the bow till it has broke, for any woman, whoſe 
heart 1s diveſted of every virtuous principle, in ſuch caſes, 
is to return the compliment, eſpecially when ſtimulated 
both by pride and revenge. She thinks a gallant's ad- 
miration repairs the affront which a huſband puts upon 
her charms, by giving her place to another, perhaps leſs 
handſome than herſelf. This has been thought a plauſible 
excuſe by many women, and upon their huſband's run- 
ning aſtray, have diverted their melancholy hours at the 


.expence of their honour. But whatever I have ſaid of 


mutual feelings, I do not make any compariſon in favour 
of my own ſex, as I know the crime is much greater in 
the wife, and even deteſtable, modeſty being the higheſt 


_ ornament of a woman, and the caſting it off becomes a ſin 
both againſt God and nature. For my part, if I commit 


a fault againſt my ſex, in being for ſo much reſignation, 
they mutt pardon me; for I cannot adviſe others to more 
obedience than I would wiſh to practiſe myſelf ; and I in- 
treat all thoſe that deſpiſe me, as being ſo tame a fool, that 
they would baniſh all anger out of their minds for one year, 
and then tell me if they have not more content in forgiving 
than returning a reproach. . 

J fear I have already exceeded the bounds of a letter, 
for which I ought to make an apology, but more words 
would give you trouble; therefore I will only beg of you 
40 excuſe and love | | 


Your ever ſincere, and affectionate friend. 


LETTER CXXXUI 


From a Lady to her Friend, whoſe Lover had baſely left her, 


and married another. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 
O0 expectation of happineſs is generally ſo ill placed, 
chat it is no wonder we meet with perpetual diſap- 
pointments. When our choice ariſes from paſſion, we have 


A 
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b very blind a guide as will inevitably lead us to deſtruc- 
tion; for though love appears then gentleſt, yet our affec- 


tions are ſo much the right of our Almighty Creator, that 
as often as we fix them immederately upon any of the fa. 


ding objects here below, we are certainly guilty of ſacri- 
lege to the divine Goodneſs, which fault is commonly pu- 
niſhed by the very thing we doat on. This, I doubt not, 


has been your caſe, and not yours alone; for ſoon or late 


few eſcape that miſchief, eſpecially amongſt our weaker 


ſex, whoſe tender nature leaves them molt expoſed to ruin; 


and though they ſee others ſiripwrecked before their eyes, 


will yet venture out to ſea on the ſame bottom, inſenſible of 


danger, till they periſh, and often fall unpitied. 


Men have a thouſand advantages over us, but in the 
affair of courtſhip they add cunning to all their other ac- 
compliſhments, and are as zealous to deceive, as if their 


lives would be made happy by the cheat. However, they 
will find it a ſad miſtake, at leaſt if perjury is to be ac- 
counted for; although your falſe traitor, like many others, 


may look on that time at a great diſtance. But I ſuppoſe 


he thinks himſelf excuſed, as being more knave than fool, 


which title, indeed, is fo hignly due to kim, that, I be- 
lieve, none will do him ſuch manifeſt wrong as to diſpute | 
it; and I am ſure, the blacker he appears, the greater rea- 


ſon you have to bleſs that Providence, which permitted 


him to break the contract; for, without doubt, he that 


proved ſo ill a lover to the beſt of miſtreſſes, would have 
made an intolerable huſband to the beſt of wives ; and ill- 


uſage would have coſt you more than his infidelity, I am 
ſeniible a heart ſo generous and conſtant as yours, cannot 
eaſily efface the deep impreſſion he has made in it; that 


mult be the work of time, with God's aſſiſtance, which, l 
hope, will never fail you. I do aſſure you, 1 am deeply 


touc' ed with every thing that concerns you; nor is it 1ww.ti « 
out great regret, that [ ſubmit to my unhappy circum- 
ſtances detaining me from being the companion of your 
melancholy hours, which 1 ſhould endeavour, with all my 


power, to divert. | 
You ſay it is a daily aggravation to your trouble, to 
think you ſuffered yourſelf to be fo eafily impoſed on; but 
that, as | told you before, is our common fate, although 
all impoſtors are not equally induſtrious to be wicked; and 
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you ought not to cond-mn your Own judgment, for Wait 
of ſagac ity to diſcover a cheat, as it would be to arraign 


the conduct of alm ſt all the human race. 


Pa don me, dear madam, for troubling you ſo far. In- 
decd | might have told you at firſt what I muſt mention 


now, and wiat you know already, that He only can give 


us comfort whom we ſeldom regard but when we are 
driven to it by nec: fity. Solomon, who had tried all the 
alluring charms of love and brauty, whoſe quality and 
Tiches gave him an opportunity to gratify every incline. 
tion, Withuut any bounds to his wiſhes, could call them all 
« Vanity and vexation of ſpirit.” It is no wonder then, 


if every one of vs diſcover the ſame truth to our own coſt, 


Let us therefore reſolve, as much as we can, to ſubmit 
our wills to the will of our heavenly Father, who ſees all 
our actions, and has ſo decreed, that our way to ever- 


laſting happineſs, ſhould be through the wilderneſs of 


I am, dear Madam, your ſincere Friend, 


LETTER CXXXIV. 
From a Gentleman on the Circuit, to bis Friend in London. 


DAR Sir, 


FF” HE many trials I have been witneſs to on this jour- 
ney, has led me to an enquiry concerning the na- 
ture of juſtice. | : 
Juſtice is a relation of congruity, which is really found 
between two things: This relation is always the ſame, 
whatever being conſiders it, whether God, angel, or, 
lafilv, man. | 
Indeed, men do not always ſee theſe relations, and, 
even when they do ſee them, they are often neglected to 
follow their own peculiar intereſts. Juſtice exalts her 
voice, but ſhe finds it difficult to be heard amidſt the tu- 
mult of the paſſions. 
Men often commit injuſtice, becauſe it is their intereſt, 


and they chooſe rather to ſatisfy themſelves than others. 
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Their actions always tend to their own emolument: No- 
body is wicked for nothing; ſome reaſon muſt ſway him, 
and that reaſon 1s always a reaſon of intereſt, 


We ought to love juſtice, becauſe, by that means, we 


reſemble the divine Being, of whom we have fo lovely an 
idea; becauſe he muſt inevitably be juſt. And, though 
we were deſtitute of revelation, we ſhould till be under 
the government of equity. 


This induces me to believe that juſtice is eternal, and 
does not depend upon hutaan conventions : And, if it did 


depend upon them, it would be a fatal truth, which We 
ſhould conceal even from ourſelves. 

We are encompaſſed with men ſtronger than ourſelves ; 
they may hurt us a thouſand different ways, and generally 


with impunity. What a comfort is it to us, to know that 


there is in the heart of all thoſe men an inward principle, 


that exerts itſelf in our behalf, and protecs as from their 


violence! 
Were it not for 1 we ſhould have reaſon to live in a 


ſeen of perpetual horror; we ſhould be as much terrified | 


at meeting a man as a lion; and we ſhould never, one 
ſingle moment, be ſecure of our lives, our eſtates, or our 
honour. 

When ] reflect on theſe things, my indignation is in- 
flamed azainſt thoſe perſons, who reprefent God as a be- 
ing that makes a tyrannical uſe of his power; who tells 


us he acts after a manner which we ourſelves would not, 


for fear of offending him; who accuſe him of all the im- 
perfections which he puniſhes i in us; and, in their contra- 


dictory opinions, deſcribe him at one time as an unjuſt 


being, and at iber, as a being who hates and puniſhes 
injuſtice. 

When a man examines himſelf, what a ſatisfaction is it 
to find he has an upright heart! This pleaſure, ſevere as 
it is, muſt fill him with rapture: He looks upon himſelf as 
a being ſo much above thoſe who are deſtitute of 1 it, as he 
is above the brute creation. 

There is one thing common at the aſſizes which trou- 
bles me very much, and that is, the diverſions of all ſorts 
carried on at ſuch times of ſolemnity. To fee a fellow- 


creature going to the place of execution, whilſt the people 
are engaged at play „ is a practice of ſo inhuman a nature, 
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tnat I ſcarce know by what name to call it. If ever ſe. 
riouſneſs was to be found amongſt mortals, ſurely ſuch are 


the times. It ought always to remind us of two things, 


the corruption of homan nature, which renders thoſe exe- 
eutions neceſſary, and the laſt day, when we fltall all ap. 
pear before the Judge who cannot be deceived. But, I 
doubt not, you have long ſince conſidered theſe things, 
and therefore I ſhall conclude with my aſſurance of being 

5 | On | Your real Friend, 


* 


LETTER CXXXV. 
From a Gentleman in the Country, to his Friend in London, 
on Retirement. | . 


Dan SIR, | | | | 1 
S 7 OU know I was ſick of the hurry and confuſion in 


London, and therefore retired into the country to 


enjoy a calm tranquillity, and feaſt my eyes with Nature 
clothed in the blooming garment of the Spring. Here 
1 often contemplate the wonders of creation undifturbed, 
and think myſelf happier in ſolitude, than the gaudy 
courtier amidſt the ſplendour, noiſe, and hurry of a 
court. 5 
This is Safety's habitation; Silence guards the door a- 
ainft the ſtrife of tongues, and all the impertinences of 
id): converſation. Ihe ſwarm cf temptations that beſet 
us amidit the gaities of life, arc baviſhed from theſe ſcenes 
of retirement : Here, without diſturbance, 1 can ſurvey 
my own thoughts, aud ponder the ſecret intentions of my 
own heart. In ſhort, here 1 can learn the beſt of ſciences, 
that of knowing myſelf.” 


The other evening ] ſtrayed into the fields, and, plea- 


ſing myſelf with that variety of objects that preſented 


themſelves on every fide, right overtook me before I was 
aware. Ihe whole face of the ground was ſoon over- 


ſpread with ſhades, only a few of the lofty eminences 


were clothed with ſtreaming filver, and the top> of the 
waving groves and ſymmits of the mountains weie irra- 
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diated with the ſmiles of departing day. The clouds ex- 


panding their purple wings, were tipped with a ray of 
gold, while others repreſented a chain of lofty mountains, 

whoſe craggy ſummits overſhadowed the vales below, and 
along their inacceſſible fides there appeared various pits- 
and romantic caves. 5 


A calm of tranquillity and undiſturbed repoſe ſpread 


over the whole ſcene. The gentle gales fanned them- 


ſelves aſleep, ſo that not a ſingle leaf was in motion: Echo 


herſelf ſlept unmoleſted, and the expanded ear could only 


catch the liquid lapſe of a murmuring ſtream. The beaſts 


departed to their graſſy couch, and the village ſwains to 


their pillows; even the faithful dog forgot his poſt, and 


ſlumbered with his maſter; 


Darkneſs was now at its height, and the different objects 


were only rendered vifible by the faint glimmerings of the 
ſtars. This ſolemn ſcene brought to my remembrance 


the terrors which often invade timorous minds; this, ſaid 
I no myſelf, is the time when the ghoſts are ſuppoſed to 


make their appearance, and ſpirits viſit the ſolitary dwel- 


Hugs of the dead. But what ſhould terrify me, when I 


know I am encompaſſed by the hand of my Maker, and 
that in a ſhort time | ſhall enter a whole world of unbodied 
beings. Nor is it unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that numbers 
of inviſible beings are, at this inſtant, patroling the ſame 


retreat, and joining with me in contemplating the works 


of the Almighty Creator. 
When I reflect on the benefit of retirement, I am ready 


to plead in behalf of thoſe popiſh recluſes who left the 


world, and ſhut themſelves up in cells and cloiſters. For 


although man is a ſocial being, yet he muſt at leaſt find 


ſome retirement beneficial to his health, and conducive to 
his eternal intereſt, 


Jam, dear Sir, your ſincere Friend. 
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LETTER CXXXVI:-: 


From a Lady, who had formerly kept a Boarding-ſchool, tg 


another of the ſame Profeſſion, on Female Education. 
Mapam, | | 


1 Received your letter, containing the following requeſt, 


viz. What are the moſt proper methods to be uſed in 
conducting the education of young ladies, ſo as to avoid 
extravagance on the one hand, and meanneſs on the other? 


This is a very important queſtion, and perhaps above my 


poor abilities to anſwer. . However as I have had many 
years experience in female education, | ſhall tell you my 
thoughts on the ſubje& with the greateſt freedom. 

It is the misfortune of the preſent age, that almoſt all 


ranks of pope are fo much-infatuated as to ſtrive who 


ſhall out- 


o one another in extravagance, and a daughter 


of an ordinary tradeſman can ſcarce be diſtinguithed from 
a lady of quality. If we inquire into the cauſes from 
which thoſe effects flow, we ſhall find that they are panyy | 


owing to the conduct of the mothers, and partly to thoſ 


entruſted. with their education. I ſhall mention a few 
things concerning both, and leave you to judge of the 


propriety. - 3 
Mothers ſhould, on every occaſion, teach their daugh- 


ters, that it is a duty incumbent on them not to have aſpi- 


ring views beyond that ſtation in which Providence has 


placed them. That humble unaffected modeſty in a ſtuff 


gown, will be preferred by every ſenſible perſon before 
either ſilks or Bruſſels lace. That it is a greater accom- 
pliſiment for a tradeſman's daughter to waſh a floor than 
to dance on it; and much more uſeful to be able to dreſs 
a joint of meat, than point out the particular merits of an 
actreſs, and applaud or condemn a ſong. But the keepers 
of boarding-fchools are ſtill more culpable than parents. 


No ſooner 1s miſs placed in one of theſe ſeminaries, than 


ſhe 1s taught to conſider herſelf a young lady, and even 
honoured with that high appellation. Thus the ſeeds of 
vanity are ſown 1n the firſt rudiments of learning, and con- 
tinue to operate on her conduct as ſhe advances in years, 


Grow with her growth, and ſtrengthen with her ſtrength. 
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It is almoſt impoſſible for thoſe who are any way ac- 
quainted v with human nature, to imagine that the girl who 
is taught to conſider herſelf as a lady, can ever be a pro- 
per wife for a tradeſman, and common ſenſe teacheth her 
that ſhe has not any thing greater to expect. 

But there is ſomething ſtill worſe. She is not only un- 
fit to be the wife of an honeſt induſtrious tradeſman, but 
ſhe often occaſions his ruin. She expects to be ſupported. 
in the ſame extravagant manner as at the hoarding- ſchool; 
diſſipation takes the place of prudence, public diverhons 
are more attended to than domeſtic duties; and ike un- 
happ huſband, to enjoy peace, is often obliged to leave 
his buſineſs, that his lady may be honoured with his com- 
pan. Poe fatal effects of ſuch extravagance are ſoon 


fell, and the woman wu formerly conſidered herſelf as a 


lady. finds, by woeful experience, that ſhe had aſſumed an 
improper name. The beſt, ray the only way to educate 
children, conſiſtent with their own ſtation in life, is, on all 
occanons, to teach them not to expect more than their 
birth entitles them to. It would likewiſe be very bene- 
ficial to the nation, if thoſe women who keep boarding- 
ſchools were to inſtruct the girls in uſeful emplovments, 
rather than in ſuch uſeleſs arts as cannot be of any real. 
benefit to them in the world. 

I am, dear Madam, your ſincere Friend. 


LETTER XXXVII 
On Sickneſs ; from a Lady to her Friend, lately recovered fr.m 
a dangerous Ilineſs.. | 


Mab AM, 
A*® TER ſo long, ſo ſtrict a f:iendihip as has been in- 


violably preſerved betwixt us, I hope it is not ne- 
cellary for me to aſſure you how eagerly 1 withed to ſpend 


the ſummer at your houſe; but wherever J am, my heart 


15 entirely yours, that heart which, by a thouſand obliga- 
tions, is tied for ever to you. I know your huſband and 
mother's tenderneſs would render my care almoſt unneceſ- 
ſary ; and indeed my preſent deſire to ſee you ſince your 
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recovery, 1s to know the ftate of your health from my 
own obſervation, rather than from the reports of others, 
leſt they ſhould flatter me in pity to my trembling ex. 
pectations. | 
Whilſt ve continue in this world we are ſubject to a va. 
riety of afflitions, and when God ſees fit to lay us under 
ſevere afflictions, either of body or mind, we are obliged 
to ſubmit with a becoming reſignation ; but, alas! in caſe; 
of that nature, we are but miſerable comforters to each 
others. Riches and honours, as tempting as they appear to 
the greateſt votaries when well, yet in ſickneſs, if they are 
accompanied with their uſual train of viſitors, inſtead of 


foment the diſorder, without ever producing a cure. As 
crowned heads are no more exempt from the ſword of the 


_ deſtroying angel, than the pooreſt beggars, how little 
ought we to value grandeur, which can give us no aſſiſtance 


in our extremities. A down bed is not a better inſurer of 
fleep in ſuch a caſe, than a heap of ſtraw ; and a king that 
groans under the agonies of an incurable diſeaſe, is ſoon 


made ſenſible that it takes its commiſſion. from a higher 


power than his. 


Sickneſs multiplies all our grievances, and the weakneſs: 


of the body has ſuch an effect upon the mind, that it ſinks 
under thoſe troubles that would not move it at another 


time; but our judgment decaying with us, we ſhall too 
ſoon find its place occupied by wild chimeras of our own 


fancy, and ſtartle every moment at giants of our own in- 
vention; every haſty word affrights,. and every whiſper 


gives us an alarm; nay, ſometimes we are ſo unjuſt as co 
charge our beſt friends with want of love and reſpect, 


when they have toiled about us, to a degree that we can- 


not mention without bluſhing at our own ingratitude ; and 


when the want of ability to halp ourſelves, forces us to 
become burthenſome to others, inſtead of excuſing the 
trouble, we are too apt to increaſe their uneaſineſs by 
continual fretting. This is the common method which 
the ſick uſe to afflict and confuſe their brains. Mourning 
over our miſery is indeed fo very natural, that of ourſelves 
we cannot forbear it, though we know it leads us to doubt 


of the goodneſs of that God, whoſe mercies are daily new 


unto us. 
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A diſturbed corſcience is certainly the worſt circum- 
ſtance that can befal a ſick perſon, and I heartily beg of 
God to keep you, and all others, from falling into it; 
that we may never have the leaſt diſtruſt of our ſalvation 
through Jeſus Chriſt, nor preſume groundleſsly upon his 
merits without lamenting and forſaking our fins. But 
your life hitherto has been ſo ſtrictly pious, that I do not 
in the leaſt apprehend you want a ſummons from me to 
look up to Him who is the author and finiſher of your 
faith, and to call on him in all your diſtreſſes. But it is 
| with the greateſt pleaſure 1 hear of your unfeigned devo- 
tion, even in the midſt of your ſevere afflictions, and that 
you have retained your uſual ſerenity of mind under all 
your grievous tortures, without repining at the will of 
your heavenly Father, who has ſo ordered that the road 
to Canaan ſhould be through the Wilderneſs. 

All this ſedate frame of yours being confidered, it may 
| ſeem impertinent in me to trouble you, but I have been 
{ inſenfibly led into it from the remembrance of unhappy 
events to which I was lately witneſs ; I mean ſome, who, 
inſtead of ſubmitting patiently to the hand of God, were 
ſo totally lot to all ſenſe of duty, as to call the Almighty 
unjuſt. I hope ſoon to have the pleaſure of ſeeing you, 
and am, | | g | : 
Your ſincere Friend. 


LETTER CXXXVIIL 
From @ Lady to her Friend, who had buried her huſband. 


Mr pear Faienpd, | | 

1 11 not my ſilence to any want, but the exceſs of 
1 kindneſs, which makes me too much a partner in 
your ſorrow, to find words at all ſuitable to the ſhare 1 
2 have with you in it. If, therefore, I am the laſt in con- 
doling, I do moſt faithfully aſſure you, that it is not in- 
ſenſibility, but the higheſt degree of love and tenderneſs 
that occaſioned it. The grief that is leaſt is ſooneſt ex- 
preſſed, and, perhaps, the more noiſe it makes, the leſs 
= miſchief is ſuſtained by it. Had I been unconcerned, my 
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' thoughts and pen might have been more free, though 
1 could not have ſaid any thing ſufficient to ſtem ſo violent 
a tide as your juſt lamentations. I might have offered 
ſome poor reaſons againſt other women's afflicting them. 
ſelves ſo much, which I ſhould be aſhamed to mention to 
you, having been a witneſs how far your huſband's love 
and merits excelled the beſt of men I ever met with; and 
I am ſo fenfible of your reciprocal affection, that I know 
the power of God only can ſupport you under ſuch a ſe. 
paration, Which, I believe, was more terrible than death 
itſelf. .Buty my dear friend, your ſorrow 1s not as one 
without hope. Uſe your;ptmoſt endeavours to ſubmit to 
the hand of the Almight$ with as much reſignation in 
this as you did in your own diſtemper, though that only 
aſſaulted your body, while this pierces your heart. You 
muſt remember, that it was the ſame merciful God that 
gave you him, who has now taken him to himſelf; and 
in the midſt of vour afflictions, bleſs God for ſparing you 
ſo long for the ſake of your children. I hope you will 
conſider that this parting is to his inexpreſſible ad vantage, 
and has removed him from a tranſitory and imperfed, 
to an everlaſting happineſs, whither, I doubt not, you 
are daily preparing to follow him; and ſince it has pleaſed 
God to deny you the further aſſiſtance of ſuch an example 
and counſellor, he will abundantly recompenſe that loſs, 
by a greater meaſure of his grace, to carry you through 
thoſe trials and temptations to which you are daily ex- 
poſed, unleſs you neglect to implore his help, by giving 
up yourſelf to ſuch melancholy as muſt diſcompole your 
faculties, while it weakens your natural conſtitution. If 
the ſaints in-heaven are acquainted with what happens in 
this lower world, they muſt diſapprove of ſuch a conduct 
"as leads them to contend with their greateſt benefactor 
and beſt friend. Shall the thing formed ſay to its Maker, 
why haſt thou done ſo? The time 4s faſt approaching 
when you, being freed from all entanglements with this 
ſublunary world, muſt viſit thoſe regions where „ou will 
again ſee your beloved ſpouſe, in a ſtate never to be in- 
terrupted, never to have an end. 'The miſeries of this 
world muſt have an end, and ſo muſt our mourning. This 
I have learned even from heathen ſages, that all violent 
Prins are ſhort, and but of a tranſitory duration, —But 
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we Chriſtians are obliged to conſider affliction in a quite 
different light, as the chaſtiſement of our heavenly Father, 
whoſe benevolence is his darling attribute. 

If the diſſolution of the righteous is to exempt them 
from labour, though our temporal intereſt makes us eager 
to detain them longer with us, yet the ſenſe of what they 


enjoy in heaven muſt be a great means of abating our 
grief. Some, indeed, have fo little comfort in this world, 


that they are ready to ſay with Job of old. Wherefore 


« js light given to him that is in miſery, and life unto the 


« bitter in ſoul ; which long for death and it cometh not, 


and dig for. it more than for hid treaſures ; which re- 


« joice exceedingly, and are glad when they can find the 
" rave.” | LEE 

' Your moſt flattering hopes could not, in the courſe of 
nature, have been many years longer pratified with his 
company; therefore you mutt not ſpend the remainder of 
vour days in mourning, but being fully convinced of the 
vanity of every thing mortal, let us ſubmit to every alter- 
ation as the ſervants of God, who has gracioutly promiſed 
to lay no more upon us than we can bear. That you 
may experience that mercy to aſſiſt you in this trial of 


yeur faith and patience, is the prayer of 


Dear Madam, | 
| Your ever affectionate Friend. 


| | — 
— — 


—— 


LETTER CXXXIX. 


\ Ds 
From a Gentleman to his Friend, in diſtreſſed Circumſtances, 
who had endeavoured to conceal his Poverty. 


Dear Sik, 


AM extremely concerned to find you have ſo ill an 
opinion of me, as to hide your misfortunes, and let 
me hear of them from another hand. I know not how to 
interpret your conduct, as it makes me fear youu never 
eſtee med my friendſbip, if you could imagine the: any 
alteration in your circumſtances ſhould eve: he bie to 
change my love. I had a different opinion of our mutual 
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obligations to each other, and ſhoald have thought it an 


injury to your generous nature, had I concealed any thing 
concerning myſelf from you, though it might have leſſ-ned 
me in your eſteem. | hoped, till now, you had put the 
ſame confidence in me, who had nothing to recommend 


me to your favour, but plain ſincerity of ſoul; and whoſe 
ſole deſign was, to promote the happineſs of my friend, 


J dare not quarrel with you now, left you ſhould con- 


ſider me as taking the advantage of you in your preſent 


diſtreſs, and induce you to break off a correſpondence az 


dear to me as ever; and this leads me to ſay ſomething 


of rea! friendſtup in general. Real friendſhip is not con- 
fined to any ſtation in life; it is common in the meaneſt 
cottage, and has even ſometimes been found in the palace. 
Simplicity of manners, and integrity in all our actions, 
naturally lead us to expect ſincerity in the conduct of thoſe 
with whom we are any way connected. The imperfections 
incident to human nature are ſo numerous, that we are 
ſolicitous of finding ſome perſon to whom we can unboſom 


our minds, and lay open the inmoſt receſſes of our hearts, 


A real friend, in order to preſerve the character he has 


aſſumed, will, in the firſt place, endeavour to diſcharge 


every duty incumbent upon him to all his fellow- creatures. 
But fill there is ſomething wanting; and although we 
may be philanthropiſts in general, yet we like to place 
our affections on one particular object. Oh 

Why, my friend, any ſuſpicion of my ſincerity ? Why 
did ycu conceal your diſtreſs from me? Friendſhip is of 


toc facred a nature to be trifled with, and the man who. 
does not act conſiſtent with his profeſſions, proſtitutes that 


amiable appellation. No mental reſervation can be uſed 


in friendſhip, for whenever that happens there is ſome 


doubt of ſincerity, which for the moſt part, ends either 
in a total indifference, or, which is infinitely worſe, an ab- 
ſolute haired. I am ſorry to ſay, that there are few peo- 
le who either know or value the bleſſings of friendſhip; 
if they did, they would not, upon every frivolous occa- 
fion, find fault with the conduct of their fellow creatures. 
Ar preſent, my dear friend, let my purſe (however 
empty) be at your ſervice, but ler it never be more open 
than my cart. Conceal nothing from me, and all I 
have is yours. We were once friends, let us only remain 
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ſo. Let me hear an account from you of your preſent. 
circumſtances, and my laſt ſhilling ſhall be ſpent in your 


| ſervice. Let the ſincerity of my friendſhip be eftimated 


only according to my actions, and if it ſhall appear that 
J have ated inconſiſtent with the ſacred name of friend- 
ſhip, let me be for ever blotted out of your memory. 

J uam, Sir, your fincere Well-wiſher. - 


LETTER er. 
From a Gentleman lately returned from his Travels, to his 
Friend, concerning Loyalty. | 
| Dear SIR, 


F T is very natural for the moſt curious travellers, after 
J having ſpent ſome time abroad, to return with joy to 


their own country; but much more pleaſant to m=- who | 
did not go out if it by my own choice, but impelicd by 


neceſſity. | 
When J returned I hoped to find a general tranquillity 


among all ranks of people, and the animoſities which 


ſubliſted when I went abroad buried in perpetual oblivion. 
But I was ftrangely amazed to find the ſame ſpirit of mur- 
muring as before, In one place the miniſtry are ſaid to 
be ſeeking the loaves and fiſhes, and the patriots are en- 
deavouring to diſpoſſeſs them, with no other view than to 
obtain their places. In one place we are told, that the 
miniſters are a ſet of abandoned debauchees, and when the 
courtiers return the compliment to the patriots, the anſwer 
1s, that a man may be an abandoned villain, a ſcandal to 
human nature, and yet a lover of his country. If you aſk. 
theſe ſeveral ſorts of gentlemen what it is they wiſh for, 
you will find they have ſeveral ends in view. Some of- 
them are men that have, by their extravagance, ſpent 
their fortunes, loſt their credit, and therefore are in a vio- 
lent hafte for a war, in hopes, by plunder, to repleniſh 
their pockets, like vultures who keep hovering over a 
dead carcaſe. They ſpeak aloud juſt as they would have 
it, that all things are running to confuſion. Others, like 
crows, love the fruits of the earth, but hate the ſmell o 
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gunpoy'der; and theſe affirm as poſitively, though not {6 
loudly, that we ſhall be inevitably ruined, unleſs there is a 
change of the miviſtiry. A third ſort of this diſaffected 
Party, are a ſet of men, like moles, that are always digging 
under pround, and no kind of ſoil can eſcape their talons, 

Bees theſe, there is another party, whuſe deſigns are 
extremely foreign to any of the reft, and yet they are 
equally pernicious. There are ſeveral ſelect companies 
of dronkards, who, inſtead of minding their own buſineſs, 
aſſen ble at different alehouſes ro ſerile the ſtate of che 
nation, over a tankard of porter, or a bowl of punch, 
Theſe may properly be called, 


A pamper'd people, and dehauch'd with eaſe, 
No King can govern, and no God can. pleaſe, 


The above gentry are a real nuiſance to human ſociety, 
as they raiſe groundleſs fears in the minds of peaceable 
people, who think it high time to fee] their grievances, 


when they really happen. 


No man can be more a friend, and even an advocate 
for the liberties of his country, than myſelf; and a pa- 
triotic King will, at all times, attend to the voice of his 
people. and, as a common father, love to be put in mind 
of his duty. But when 1 find no fault committed by ad- 
miniſtration, except ſuch as is inſeparably connected with 
human nature, I conſider the abettors as real incendiaries, 
who wan: to create diſſenſions amongſt a brave united 
pecple, and make their beloved Sovereign conceive an 
aniipathy, againſt his loyal ſubjects. 

For my own part, when I conſider the preſent diſtract- 
ed Hate of affairs, and compare it with my duty as an in- 
dividual, I am ready to cry out with the Pſalmiſt, . May 
« peace be within her walls, and proſperity within her 
« palaces!” May they proſper who wiſh her well, and 
ſecs her peacc cuntinually ! and in this wiſh I doubt not 
but you wall join heartily with 
. | Your Friend, 
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CARDS os COMPLIMENT. 


AR DS of Compliment ſhould be ſhort, eaſy, and 


conſiſtent with politeneſs. They muſt begin with 
the title or ſtyle of the writer; and care muſt be taken 
immediately after, to mention, in a reſpectful manner, the 
ſtyle or title of thoſe to whom they are addreſſed; they 


muſt contain but one ſubject, and that ſhould be expreſſed 


with elegance and perſpicuity. | 


MISS SPRIGHTLY's reſpeAful compliments to 
Lady Tiſſue, entreats the honour of her company this 
afternoon ta a diſh of tea, 1 x, 


Monaay Morn. 


8 


LADY TISSUE's compliments to. Miſs Sprightly, is 


happy to accept her agreeable invitation. 
Monday Noon. 


MRS. .FLEMING's compliments to Miſs Dyſon, 
hopes ſhe got ſafe home, and is in health, after the fatigue 
of ſitting up ſo late. 

Friday Morn. 


— 2 ů 


MISS DYSON's compliments to Mrs. Fleming, got 


home perfectly ſafe, and is extremely well; returns reſpect- 
ful thanks for her obliging inquires. : 


Friday, 2 C Clock, 
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LORD SPAN GLE's compliments to Sir James Bril- 
liant, thould eſteem it as a favour to be obliged with his 
comoany to take an airing to Kew; the chariot to be at 
the door at three. 


Thurſday Neon. 


SIR JAMES BRILLIAN T's reſpectful compliments 
to Lord Syangle, will be happy to- attend his-Lordſhip 
punctually at the time. 


Thurſday, 1 © Clock. 


MISS GUITTAR's compliments, ſhould be glad of 
Miſs Spinnet's company to pick a bit of dinner with her. 
N eaneſday, 8 o Clock, 


MISS SPINNET's compliments, will not fail to wait 
upon Miſs Guittar. e 
Medneſday, lo Click. 


*— 


MRS. SHADE wELL's compliments to Miſs Cloudy, 
ſhould be glad of her agreeable company to paſs the af- 
ternoon. | | | | 


10 Check Morn, 


—— _— 4 = 
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MISS CILOUDY's compliments to Mrs. Shadewell, 
cannot have the pl-ature of accepting her agreeable invi- 
tation, being engaged in a party to Cox's Muſeum, 


11 „Coch Mora, 
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LORD HAIRBRAIN's compliments to Mr. Spar- 
row, ſhould be glad of his company in the evening to 
Vauxhall. | 


Thurſday, 4 Clock. 


— 


MR. SPARROW's reſpedful compliments to Lord 


Hairbrain, muſt deny himſelf the pleaſure of attending his 


> Lordſhip, being already engaged in a party to Ranelagh. 


Thurſday, 5 O'Clock, 
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Having preſented our Readers with Letters on the moſt im. 
portant Concerns of Life, and Forms for writing Com. 

* plimentary Cards, in order to make the Work as complete 
as poſſible. we have here added ſeveral uſeful Forms in 
Law, fuch as a Mortgage, a Leiter of Licence, Bonds, 
Indentures, c. together with a great Variety of Peti- 
tions, from People in lower, or middling States of Life, 
zo thoſe in higher Stations. - 


A COMMON MORTGAGE OP AN ESTATE. 


1 HIS Indenture, made Betaueen A. B. of, Ac. of the 


one part, and C. D. of, Cc. of the other part, 
_ ewitneſſeth, that the ſaid A. B. for and in conſideration 


of the ſum of one hundred pounds of lawful money of 
Great-Britain, to him in hand paid by the ſaid C. D. the 
receipt whereof the ſaid. A. B. doth hereby confeſs and 


acknowledge; He che ſaid A. B. hath granted, bargained 
and fold, and by theſe preſents doth grant, Sc. unto the. 


ſaid C. D. All that meſſuage or tenement, Cc. and all 
thoſe lands, c. ſituate, c. and alſo the reverſion and 
reverſions, remainder and remainders, rents and ſervices 


of and ſingular the ſaid premiſes above- mentioned, and of 


every part and parce! thereof, with the appurtenances, 
To have and te hold the ſaid meſfuage or tenement, lands 


and premiſes above mentioned, and of every part and par- 


cel thereof, wit: the appurtenances, unto the ſaid C. D. 


his executors, aduiniſtrators, and aſſigns, for and during. 


the term of five hundred years, next and immediately en- 
ſuing and following, and fully to be complete and ended: 
Yielaing aud paying therefore yearly, during tae ſaid term 


ont pepper corn, in and upon the fenſt of o:. Michael the 


Archangel, if demanded. Provided always, and upon 


condition, that if the ſaid A. B. his heirs or aligns, do, 


and ſhall well and truly pay, or caule to be paid, unto the 
ſaid C. D. his executors, 2d miniſtrators, and afiiens, the 
full ſum of one hundred aud five pounds of lawful Britiſh 
money, in and upon the ſaid day, &c. without any deduction 


or abatement for taxes aſſeſſments, or any other impoſi- 
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tions whatſoever, either ordinary or extraordinary; that 
then and from thenceforth theſe preſents, and every thing 
herein contained, ſhall ceaſe, determine, and be void; 
ans thing herein contained to the contrary notwithſtand- 
ing And the ſaid A. B. for himſelf, his heirs, and aſſigns» 
doth covenant and grant to, and with the ſaid C. D. his 
excutors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, that the ſaid #. B. 
his heirs or aſſigns, ſhall and will well and truly pay, 
or cauſe to be paid, unto the ſaid C. D. his executors, 
adminiftrators, or aſſigns, the ſaid full ſum of one hun- 
dred and five pounds, in and upon the ſaid day, &c. 
which will be in the ſaid year, Ic. without any deduction 
as aforeſaid, according i the true intent and meaning of 
theſe preſents: And aljo, that he the ſaid C. D. his execu- 


tors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, ſhall and may at all times, 


after default ſhall be made in performance of the proviſo 


or condition herein contained, peaceably and quietly en- 
ter into, have, hold, occupy, poſſeſs and enjoy all and fin- 


gular the ſaid eg þ or tenement, lands and premiſes 
above-mentioned, and every part and parcel thereof, with 
the appurtenances, for and during the reſidue and re- 
mainder of the ſaid term of five hundred years hereby 
granted, which ſhall be then to come and unexpired, with- 
out the let, trouble, hindrance, moleſtation, interruption, 
and denial of him the faid A. B. his heirs and aſſigns, and 


of all and every other perſon or perſons, and his and their 
heirs, any thing having or claiming in the ſaid meſſuage, 


or tenement and premiſes. above-mentioned, or any part 


thereof, ſhall and will at any time or times, after default 


ſhall be made in performance of the proviſo or condition 


herein contained, make, do, and excute, or cauſe or pro- 


Cure to be made, done, and executed, all and every ſuch 
further and other lawful and reaſonable grants, acts and 
aſſurances in the law whatſoever, for the further, better, 
and more perfect granting and aſſuring of all and ſingular 


the ſaid premiſes above-mentioned, with the appurte- 


nances, unto the ſaid C. D. To bold to him the ſaid 
C. D. his executors, adminittrators and aſſigns, for and 
during all the reſt and reſidue of tne ſaid term of five 
hundred years above granted, which ſhall be then to come 


and unexpired, as by the ſaid C. D. his executors, ad mi- 
+ niſtrators, or aſligns, or his or their counſel learned in the 
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Signed, ſealed, and delivered,” 


18. A LETTER OF LICENCE, 


jaw ſhall be reaſonably deviſed, or adviſed and required. 
And laſtly, it is covenanted, granted, concluded, and agreed 
upon, by and between the ſaid parties to theſe preſents; 
and che true meaning h-reof alſo is, and it is hereby ſo 


declared, that until default ſhall be made in performance 


of the proviſo or condition, herein contained, he the ſaid 
A. B. his heirs and aſſigns, ſhall and may hold and enjoy 
al and ſingular the ſaid premiſes above mentioned, and 


receive and take the rents, iſſues, and profits thereof, to 


his and their own proper uſe and benefit; any tbing 
herein contained nutwithitanding : In witneſs whereof 
I have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal, this third day of 
June in the year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord 
GEORGE III. by the grace of God, of Great- Britain, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith; and in the 


and 7 


year of our Lord God, one thouſand ſeven hundred 


4. B. 


(being firft duly flamted) 
in the preſence of us, . 
| C. D. 


8 
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A LETTER OF LICENCE... 


1 all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come. We whoſe 


hands and ſeals are hereunder ſet, creditors of. 


George Wilſon, of the pariſh of Saint Luke, Old- ſtreet, 
in the county of Middleſex, gentleman, ſend greeting. 


Whereas the ſaid George Wilſon, on the day of the date 


herecf, is indebted to us the ſaid creditors in ſeveral ſums 


of money, and not having wherewithal to ſatisfy us at 


preſent, We and every one of us are willing to grant unto 


him the ſaid George Wilſon time for the payment of the 


ſame. Now know ye, that we the ſaid creditors, and 
every one of us for his own proper debt, part, and portion, 
ſeverally have given and granted, and by theſe preſents do 


give and grant unto the {aid George Wilſon, free licence, 
liberty, and leave, as in us ſeverally lies, ſure and ſaſe con- 
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duct to come, go, and reſort about his buſineſs and affairs 


at his free will and pleaſure from the day of the date 
hereof, unto the full end and term of ſix months next en- 
ſuing, without any let, ſuit, trouble, arreſt attachment, or 


or diilurbance whatſocver, to be offered or done unto 


him the ſaid George Wilſon, his wares, goods, money, or 
merchandizes whatſoever, by us or any of us the execu- 
tors, adminiſtrators, partners or aſſigns of us, or any of 
us, by our or any of our means or procurement. And 
We the ſaid creditors, ſeverally and reſpectively, each for 
himle!f and herſelf, his and her executors and ad miniſtra— 
tors, ſeverally and apart, and not jointly, covenant, grant, 
and agree to and with the ſaid George Wilion, that if any 
trouble, vexation, wrong, damage or 1indrance ſhall be 


done unto him the ſaid George Wilſon, either in his 
body, 8⁰ ods, or chattels, within the ſaid term of fix 


months from the date of theſe preients, by us or any of 
us, contrary to the tenor and effect of this our licence, 
that then he the ſaid George Wilſon, his exceutors and 
adminiſtrators, ſhall be, by virtue of theſe preſents, ac- 
quitted and diſcharged againſt him, or any of us, by 
whom and by whoſe means he ſhall, contrary to the true 
meaning of theſe preſents, be arreſted, troubled, im- 
priſoned, attached, grieved, or damnified, of all manner 
of actions, ſuits, quarrels, debts, duties, and demands 
either in law or in equity whatſoever, from the beginning 
of the world to the day of the date of theſe preſents. In 
witneſs whereof we the ſaid creditors have hereunto ſet 
our hands and ſeals the twenty-fixth day of December, 
one thouſand ſeven. hundred and 


A. B. 
C. D. ge. 
Sealed and delivered, ( being firft 
duly am ped / in the * 
of us, 
Z. F. 
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Now all men by theſe preſents, that I Millan 


Great- Britain, to be paid to the ſaid George Wilſon, Eſq. or 


aſſigns ; for the true payment whereof, I bind myſelf, my 


cember, in the year of the reign of our Sovereign 


the date hereof, with lawful intereſt, then this obligation 
'to be void, or elſe to remain in full force. 
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Signed, fealed, and delivered, 
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A DO-RN-.1 


T hompſon, of the pariſh of St. Giles, in the county of 
Miadleſex, gentleman, am held and firmly bound to Geary: 
Wilſon, of the ſaid county of Midaleſex, Eſq. in the penal 
ſum of tauo hundred pounds of good and lawful money of 


to his certain attorney, his executors, admiviſtrators, or 


heirs, executors, and adnuniſtrators, firmly by theſe pre. 
ſents, ſealed with my ſeal. Dated the ſecond day of De. 


Lord George the Third, by the grace of God of Great. 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, 
and ſo forth, and in the year of our Lord, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and The condition of this 
obligation is ſuch, That if the above bounden / illian 
T hompſen, his heirs, executors, or adminiſtrators, do well 
and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid to the above-named 
George Wilſen, his executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, the 
full ſum of one hundred pounds, of good and lawful money 
of Great- Britain, on the firſt day of September next enſuing 


William Thompſin. 


in the prejence of us, being 
frft duly famped. 
Timothy Atkins, 
John Jones, 


„ When a bond is given, double the ſum of the] 
value received is mentioned in the obligatory part, and 
the real ſum meant to be ſecured is inferted in the con- 


1 


A LETTER OF ATTORNEY. 


1/7 NOW all men by theſe preſents that I Charles John- 
fon, of V. ar mouth, in the county of Norfolk, weaver, 
(for divers conſiderations and good cauſes me hereunto 
moving) have made, ordained, conſtituted, and appointed, 
and by theſe preſents do make, ordain, conſtitute and ap- 
point, my truſty friend David Williams, of Norwich, in the 
county aforeſaid, gent. my true and lawful attorney, for 
me, in my name and to my uſe, to aſk, demand, recover, 
or receive, of and from A. B. of Thetford, in the ſaid 
county, the ſum of ſixty pounds; giving and by theſe 
| -preſents granting to my ſaid attorney, my ſole and full 
| power and authority, to take, purſue, and follow ſuch le- 
gal courſes, for the recovery, receiving, and obtaining of 
the ſame, as I myſelf might or could do, were I perſonally 
preſent; and upon the receipt of the ſame, acquittances, 
and other ſufficient diſcharges, for me, and in my name, 
to make, ſign, ſeal, and deliver; as alſo one more attor- 
ney, or attornies under him, to ſubſtitute or appoint, and 
again at his pleaſure to revoke ; and further to do, per- 
form, and finiſh for me, and in my name, all and ſingular 
thing and things, which ſhall or may be neceſſary, and en- 
tirely as I the ſaid Charles Johnſon, in my own perſon, 
2 ought or could do in and about the ſame; ratifying, al- 
= lowing, and confirming, whatſoever my ſaid attorney ſhall 
2 lawfully do, or cauſe to be done, in and about the execu- 
tion of the premiſes, by virtue of theſe preſents : In wit- 
2 neſs whereof, | have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal, the 
= firſt day of November, in the year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George III. by the grace of 
60d, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith; and in the year of our Lord God, one thouſ- 
and ſeven hundred and 
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de red, fealed, and delivered, 

„ and is the preſence of us, 
g C. D. 
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A LETTER or ATTORNEY AT a SEAMAN; 
Or a WiLL AND PowER, 

T7 NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I Joby Fu, 
caſtle, mariner, now belonging to his Majeſty's Ship 


the Terrible, for divers good cauſes and conſiderations me 


thereunto moving, have, and by theſe preſents do make 
my truſty friend [or beloved wife] Thomas Trufty, citizen 
and baker of London, my true and lawful attorney, for 


me, and in my name, and for my uſe, to aſk, demand, and 


receive, of and from the Right Honourable the Treaſurer, 
or Pay maſter of his Majeſty's Navy, and Commiſſioners 
of Prize-money, and whom elſe it may concern, as well 


all ſuch wages and pay, bounty- money, prize-money, and 


all other ſum or ſums of money whatſoever, as now are, 
and which hercafter ſha'l and may be due, or payable 
unto me; alſo all ſuch penſions, ſalaries, fmart-money, or 
all other money or things whatſoever, which now are, or 
at any ume hereafter {hall or may be due unto me, for 
my ſervice, or otherwiſe, in any one of his Majeſty's ſhip 
or ſhips of war, frigates, or veſſels: Giving and hereby 
granting, unto my ſaid attorney, full and whole power, to 
take, purſue, and follow, ſuch legal ways and courſes, for 
the recovery, receiving, and obtaining, and diſcharging 
upon the faid fum or ſums of money, or any of them, as! 
myſelf might or could do, were J perſonally preſent; and 
1 do hereby ratify, allow, and confirm, all and whatever 
my {aid attorney ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe to be done, 
and about the execution of the premiſes, by virtue of theſe 
preſents; in witnelz whereof, I have hereunto ſet my 
hand and ſeal this ſecond day of November, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and 


| | Jobn Forecoſile, 
Siencd, ſealed, and d:livered, Os 
in the prejence of us, 

A. B. 
C. D. 


On 
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telkaments, wills, legacies, bequeſts, and executors, by me 
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In the name of God, Amen. The third day of October, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


John Bale, of the city of London, packer, being very 
fick, and weak of body, bur of perfect mind and me- 
mory, thanks be given unto God: Therefore calling 


unto mind the mortality of my body, knowing that it is 


appointed unto all men once to die, do make and ordain 
this my laſt will and teſtament ; that is to ſay, principally 
and firſt of all, I give and recommend my ſoul into the 
hands of Almighty God that gave it, and my body I re- 
commend to the earth, to be buried in decent Chriſtian 
burial, at the diſcretion of my executors ; nothing doubt- 
ing, but at the general reſurrection 1 ſhal] receive the ſame 


again, by the Almighty power of God. And as touching 


ch worldly eſtate wherewith it hath pleaſed God to bleſs 

me in this life, I givg demiſe, and diſpoſe of the ſame in 

the following manner and form. es | 
Firft, | give and bequeath to Mary, my dearly beloved 


| wife, the ſum of eight hundred pounds, of lawful money of 
England, to be raiſed and levied out of my eſtate, together 
with all my houſehold goods, debrs, and moveable ef-cts. 


A 


51,1 give to my well. beloved daughter Eligabeth Bale, 


the ſum of two thouſand pounds of lawfu! money of Eng- 
land, to be raiſed and levied out of my eſtate, and paid to 
her by my execators hereafter-named, on the day of her 
marriage, or when ſhe becomes twenty one years old. 
- my Aud alſo that my executors ſhall pay her one hundred 

| pounds, lawful money of England, on the firſt day of every 

year, until ſhe claims the above two thouſand pounds, ac 
| cording to the intent and meaning of this will. 
| 41, I give and bequeath to my well-beloved fon John 
Bale, whom I likewiſe conſtitute, make, and ordain my 
ſole executor of this my laſt wiil and teſtament, all and 
ungular my lands, meſſuages, and tenements, by him free- 


do be poſſeſſed and enjoyed. And I do hereby utterly 
diſallox, revoke, and difannul, all and every other former 
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184 A CODICIL, &c. 


in any ways before- named, willed and bequeathed ; rati. 
tying and confirming this, and no other, to be my laſt wil 
and teſtament. In witneſs whereof I have hereunto et 
my hand and ſeal the day and year above-written. 


| John Pale, 
Signed, ſealed, publiſhed, pro- 
nounced, and declared, by the 
faid John Bale, as his last 
abi and teſtament, in the. 
Freſence of us the ſubſcribers, 
William Baker, 
John Smith, 
George Adams. 


N. B. If a will be already made, and the 1 hath no min 
zo alter it, but to add ſomething more, there may be affixed the fil. 
lowing Cedicil or Schedule to it, and it will fland good in law a; 


part of the will, after being properly witneſſed, 


A CODICIL, « SCHEDULE YA WILL. 


NE it known to all men by theſe preſents, That I Joby 

Bale, of the city of London, packer, have made and 
declare by my laſt will and teſtament in writing, bearing 
date the third day of O#ober, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ; I the ſaid John Bale, by this preſent Codicil, 
do ratify and confirm my ſaid laſt will and teſtament, and 


do give and bequeath unto my loving godſon Willian 
Millar, the fum of fifty pounds, of good and lawful | 


money of Zagland, to be paid to him the ſaid Willian 
Millar, by my executor, out of my eſtate; and my wil 
and meaning is, that this Codicil, or Schedule, be adjuged 
to be a part and parcel of my laſt will and teſtament; 
and that all things therein mentioned and contained, be 
faithfully and truly performed, and as fully and amply in 
every reſpect, as if the ſame were ſo declared and {et 
down in my ſaid laſt will and teſtament. Witneſs my 
hand this tenth day of November, one thouſand ſeven 
nundred and | 

| John Bale. 
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A DEED OF GIFT. 


TO all people to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, I 
6 3 George Howard do ſend greeting. Know ye that 
] the ſaid George Howard, of the pariſh of St. Leonard, 
Shoreditch, in the county of Midalęſex, gardener, for and 
in conſideration of the love, good-will, and affection which 
I have and do bear towards my loving filter Mary Page, 
of the ſame pariſh and county, widow ; have given and 


granted, and by theſe preſents do freely give and grant 


unto the ſaid Mary Page, her heirs, executors, or admini- 
ſtrators, all and ſingular my goods and chattels, now be- 
ing in my preſent houſe, known by the name of the /4::e 


Swan; of which theſe preſents I have delivered her, the 


ſaid Mary Page, an inventory figned with my own hand, 


and bearing date, to have and to hold all the ſaid goods 


and chattels in the ſaid premiſes, or dwelling-houſe, to her 


the ſaid Mary Page, her heirs, executors, or admini- 


ſtrators, from henceforth, as her and their proper goods 
and chattels aboſolately, without any manner of condi- 
tion. In witneſs whereof I have hereunto put my hand 
and ſeal, this tenth day of November, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and | | Sz 


George Howard, 


Sizned, ſealed, and delivered, 


in the preſence of us, 
e 
C. D. 
Note, This precedent may be extended to the giving away 


of cattle, corn, houſe, or land, if not entailed, & c. but the 
particulars muſt be named. 


Q3 
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An INDENTURE ron an APPRENTICE. 


Fr Els Indenture witnefſeth, That Benjamin Webb, 
ſon of Richard Webs, late of Guilaford, in the county 
of Surry, hath put himſelf, and by theſe preſents doth vo- 
luntarily, and of his own free will and accord, put himſelf 
apprentice to Charles Bellamy, citizen and linen-draper of 
London, to learn his art, trade, or myſtery, after the man- 


ner of an apprentice, to ſerve him from the day of the 


date hereof, for and during the full term of ſeven years 
next enſuing; during ail which time he the ſaid appren- 
tice his ſaid maſter ſhall faithfully ſerve, his ſecrets keep, 
his lawful commands every where gladly obey, He ſhall 
do no damage to his ſaid maſter, nor ſee it to be done 
by others, without letting or giving notice thereof to his 
ſaid maſter. He ſhall not waſte his faiu maſter's goods, 
nor lend them unlawfully to others. He ſhall not com 

mit fornication, nor contract matrimony within the ſaid 
term. At cards, dice, or any unlawful game, he tall 
not play, whereby his ſaid maſter may be damaged.—- 
With his own goods, or goods of others, during the term, 
without licence of his ſaid maſter, he ſhall neither buy 
nor ſell. He ſhall not abſent himſelf day or night from 
his ſaid maſter's ſervice, without his leave, nor haunt 


ale-houſes, taverns, playhouſes; but in all things behave 


himſelf as a faithful apprentice onght to do, during the 
{aid term, And the ſaid maſter ſhall uſe the utmoſt of 


his endeavours to teach, or cauſe to be taught and in- 


ſtructed, the ſaid apprentice in the trade and myſtery he 
now profeſſeth, occupieth, or followeth ; and procure and 


provide for him the {aid apprentice ſufficient meat, drink, 
apparel, waſhing and lodging, fitting for an apprentice, 


during the ſaid term. And for the true performance of 
a ard every the ſaid covenants and. apreements, each 
of the ſaid parties bind themſclves unto the other by 
theſe preſents. In witneſs whereof they have interchange- 
«bly put their hands and ſeals, this tenth day of Novein- 
ber, 1n the year of the reign of our So- 
vereign Lord George III. by the grace of God, King of 
Creat Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith; 
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and in the year of our Lord God one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and 


Benjamin N. * 
Charles Bellamy. 


George John ſon, 
Thomas Pine, þ Witneſſes, | 


Note, If an apprentice be inrolled, he cannot ſue out his index- 
ture, but upon proof of unmerciful uſage, want of vifuals, and 
ether nec:fſaries, or his maſter's being incapable of teaching bim 
kis trade, or not cauſing il ſo to be done at his own proper charge 
by others. And the ſame helds grod in relation to a miſtreſs. But 
there being no eur ollment, an indenture may be ſued cut, avithout 


£ un cauſe, in oy city or corporation, &c. 


A BILL or SALE or GOODS. 


"NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I, A, B. of 


„ for and in conſideration of the im of 
to me in hand paid, at and before the 


ſealing and delivery hereof, by C. D. of 


the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, hawe bar- 
gained and fold, and by theſe preſents do bargain and 
ſell unto the ſaid C. D. all the goods, houſehold. tuff, and 
implements of houſehold, and other goods whatſoever men- 


tioned in the ſchedule hereunto annexed, now remaining 
and being in 


To have and to hold all and ſingular the goods, houſehold- 


ſtuff, and implements of houſehold, and every of them, by 


E _ theſe preſents, bargained and ſold unto the ſaid C. D. his 


executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, for ever. And I 
the ſaid 4. B. for myſelf, my executors and adminiftra- 


tors, all and ſingular of the ſaid goods, unto the ſaid 


C. D. his executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, againſt 


me the ſaid A. B. my executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, 


and againſt all, and every other perſon and perions what- 
ſoever, ſhall and will warrant, and for ever defend, by 
theſe preſents; of which goods I the ſaid A. B. have put 
the ſaid C. D. in full poſſeſſion, by delivering. him one 
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one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


| paper, otherwiſe they au. 
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filver tankard, &c. at the ſealing hereof : In, witneſs 
whereof, I have hereunto put my hand and ſeal, this tenth 


day of June, in the year of our Lord God, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and | 


A. B. 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 


in the preſence of us, 
E. F. 


A GENERAL RELEASE. 


132 all men by theſe preſents, That I Timothy 


Lowepeace, of London, in the county of Middleſex, 
grocer, have remiſed, releaſed, and for ever quit claim to 
John Needy, of Iſlington, in the county aforeſaid, carpen- 
ter, his heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, of all, and 


all manner of action and actions, ſuits, bills, bonds, writ- 
ings, debts, dues, duties, accompts, ſum and ſums of mo- 


ney, leaſes, mortgages, judgments by confeſſion, or other- 
wiſe obtained, executions, extents, quarrels, controverſies, 
treſpaſſes, damages, and demands whatſoever, which by 
law or equity, or otherwiſe ſoever, I the ſaid Timothy 
Lowepeace, againſt the ſaid John Needy ever had, and which 
I, my heirs, executors, adminiſtrators, ſhall or may claim, 
challenge, or demand, for or by reaſon, means, or colour 
of any matter, cauſe or thing whatſoever, from the begin- 
ning of the world to the day of the date of theſe preſents : 


In witneſs whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal, 


this fifth day of February, in the year of our Lord God, 


Timothy Lowepeace. 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
(being firſt legally tamped ) 
in the preſence of us, | 
A..B. 
C. D. 
* * All the ſoregoing precedents muſt be 4yrote upon ampel 
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Three forms very neceſſary for Perſons in Buſineſs. 
NOTE OF HAND. 
London, Feb. 12, 179 


N demand (or After date) I promiſe 
to pay Mr. Truft, or order, the ſum of 


pounds - ſhillings, and pence, for value 


received; 


6 3 


% Mr. Tut, io make this note negotiable, miſt indorſe his 
name on the back, and ſo muſt every perſon through whoſe hand 
it g %. „ . 1 | DD 


BILL OF EXCHANGE. 


London, Feb. 12, 179 
Sig, | 


NE month after date (or ſight, or at ſight) pleaſe to 
pay Mr. Obligation, or order, the ſum of 
pounds, ſhillings, and pence, and place the 
{ame to the account of | | ns 
Your humble ſervant, 
| A 0 B „ 
Ws: 5 
Mr. merchant, Cornbhill. 
*,+ Before this bill is rendered properly negotiable, or can be 
demanded when due, it muſt be accepted by the merchant, and in- 
dorſed by the perſon in whoſe favuur it is drawn, and au by all 


Jeb - receive it afterwards, in caſe of failure on the accep- 
or 5 Cs | | 5 
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MEMORANDUM, 
Which is neceſſary to bind a ſudden Bargain. 
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Mm.NK7 E. A4. B. and C. D. do hereby mutually 

agree to, &c. {or abide by the above- men- 

tioned articles of agreement) and, in witneſs whereof, we 

do hereunto ſet our hands, this day of February, 
. 6 7 
Witness, J. Z. C. O. 


Fach ef the parties engaged in this memorandum muſt 
have a duplicate of it, | 


— 
2 A. n 
_ = —— — 
— D 


1 Our readers are requeſted to obſerve that no inflrument 
of writing whatever muſ! be dated with the day of the month on 


awhich Sunday falls, becauſe ſuch errors are always deemed in- 
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COMPLETE PETITIONER. 


S the very word Petition implies a want, the lan- 


guage of Petitions ſhould be at once the moſt hum- 
ble and reſpectful imaginable. 


A Petition ſhould be expreſſive and brief; - expreſiive, 


to move the paſſions of the perſon addreſſed; and brief, 


as 
— ; n 2 r - 
OE. 8 F Pe » p 


not to appear tedious ; for perſons in power have but little 
time, and perſons in affluence but ſmall inclination to 


Peruſe long details of diftreſs. A ſhort petition, plainly 
written, which may be read with eaſe in a trifle of time, 


will always prove the more effectual. 


Let.the writer be careful to place the pda ſu- 


perſcription and addreſs at a conſiderable diſtance from 


the body of the petition, and the concluding prayer like- 


wiſe ſhould never be crowded near the preceding words. 
As many unfortunate perſons, under ſentence of death, 


or tranſportation, prompted by the natural defire of life, 


or liberty, wiſh to petition his Majeſty to extend his Royal 


clemency towards them, but are unacquainted with the 


mode, we ſhall here inform ſuch of the moſt probable 
means of proving ſucceſsful, as well as inſtruct any other 
perſons of inferior ſtation to addreſs their ſuperiors with 
propriety upon any emergency. 


With reſpect to a petition to the King, it is improper 


co deliver it into his own hands, unleſs ſome perſon of 


conſideration can be procured to preſent it. A petition | 
deſigned to appear before his Majeſty ſhould be ſigned by 
Jome reſpectable names, and ſent directed for his Majeſty 


do the Secretary of State's office in Downing- N as that 
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is the proper channel by which it ſhould be conveyed, 
The petitioner may then ſet forth every favourable cir. 
cumſtance properly confirmed by the ſignature of ſome 
reſpeQable names in another petition to the Recorder, as 
on his report, if the petititioner is condemned to die, his 
fate will in a great meaſure depend, 


; 2 — W 1 | 8 


PE TITION S. 
Prom a Perſon under kater of Death for Murder, 
To the King's Moſt Excellent Majefly, : 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


MOST RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, 
HAT your Majeſty's unfortunate petitioner was con» 
[ victed at the laſt * Old Bailey ſeſſions, of the horrid 
crime of murder, and received ſentence of death accord- 
ingly ; yet he hopes, from your Majeſty's humanity, as 
there are ſeveral circumſtances in his favour, to partake of 
that Royal clemency, which delights in bringing bleſſings 

to the afflicted, 

As it appeared upon his trial that he did not a& by the 
influence of premeditated malice, but a ſudden guſt of 


paſſion, he humbly hopes to obtain that indulgent con- 


ſideration which he has no doubt but your Majeſty's hu- 


mane diſpoſition will deem his unhappy caſe deſerving of, 


that through your Majeſty's benevolence, he may live to 


atone for his paſt crimes and follies, and become an ex- 


ample to others, and a grateful monument of your Maje- 
ſty's Royal clemency. | | 


And your Majeſly's humble petitioner, as in duty bound, 
will ever pray. | 


——_——— 


—__ —_ 


* It is proper to mention the particular Seſhons, as there are fre- 


' quently many of the ſame name under confinement at the ſam 
time, | 
4 
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From a Perſon under Sentence of Death for a Robbery, or a Bur- 
| | glary. | 


To the King's Moft Excellent Majeſty, 
The humble Petition FM. N. 


MOST RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, 


HA your Majeſty's moſt unhappy Petitioner was 
convicted in ſeſſions, for having committed 
(a robbery, or 1 and received ſentence of death 
accordingly; but from the known benevolence of your 
Majeſty's diſpoſition, he humbly preſumes to throw him- 
ſelf at your feet, and hopes to experience that royal cle- 
mency which has ſo often been extended to dry the tears 
of diſtreſs. | Tg | | rn | 
Ae is truly ſenſible of the enormity of his crimes; a 
| fincere penitent for having committed them; and hopes, 
through your Majeſty's humane conſideration, to make 
amends for his paſt tranſgreſſions, by being a prateful 
ſubje&, an uſeful member of ſociety, a comfort to his 
friends, and a credit to himſelf, in any part of your Ma- 
jeſty's dominions, which in your royal wifdom you may 


* 


pleaſe to appoint. | | | | 
Your Majeſty's petitioner hath * fix children, and a 
wife at preſent pregnant, he therefore humbly implores 
your Majeſty's compaſſion to be extended to a miſerable 
huſband, an unhappy father, and a penitent ſinner. And 
that concord may dwell in your Majeſt*s councils, bleſſings 
await your family, and proſperity attend your reign, _ 


Your Majeſty's humble Petitioner, as in duty bound, 
| bill ever pray.f „ 


* 'This part, when requiſite, to be omitted. 


+ With the alteration of a few words, the ſame petition will 
ſerve for either ſex, 


R 
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From the Widow of a Military Officer, ſoliciting for a Penſion. 
To the King's Mrft Excellent Majeſty, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, | 
HAT vour petitioner is the widow of the deceaſed 
major-D——, of the regiment of foot. That 


your petitioner's late huſband ſerved your Majeſty faith- 
fully and loyally above thirty years; and, during that 


time, having nothing to ſubſiſt on but his pay, and a 


large family to bring up, he died a few months ago, 
and left your pstitioner utterly unprovided for, and four 
infant daughters, expoſed to all the hardſhips of an in- 
jurious world. That your petitioner has already applied 
to ſome of your Majeſty's miniſters, without ever obtain- 
ing an anſwer, and being deſtitute of every comfort, and 
even neceſſary of life, has ventured to preſent her petition 
at the foot of the throne. Her own life has been ſpent 
in diſcharging her domeſtic duties, and her huſband's in 
venturing his life in defence of your Majeſty's perſon and 
government. From your Majeſty's great goodneſs, ſhe 
has every thing to hope, and to you, as the common 
father of your people, ſhe looks up with the greateſt 
anxiety, that your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
order a {mall annuity for her ſupport, and to enable her 
to beſtow on her children an education ſuitable to the rank 
of one of your Majeſty's military ſervants, 


And your Pelitioner, as in duty bound, fhall ever pray. 


79 the Right Honourable the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the Trea- 
fury, for a Place in the Stamp-Office, | 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, ; | 
Fx HAT your petitioner has formerly lived in credit in 
the world, but through a variety of loſſes in trade, 
is reduced, with his family, 4o the loweſt Rate of poverty, 


- 0, 
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and deſtitute of the neceſſaries of life; and being deſirous 
to diſcharge his duty as a huſbaad and a father, he has 
preſumed to addreſs himſelf to your lordihip, for one of 
the preſent vacant places of diſtributors in the Stamp- 
Office, and for which he can make ic appear he is pro- 
perly qualified, and will produce people of reputation to 
his character, and who (if required) will give ſecurity for 
his fidelity. Being fully convinced of your lordſhip's 
readineſs to relieve diſtreſſed merit, and your great huma- 
nity to every one in diſtreſs, he is filled with the cheerful 
hopes, that his requeſt will meet with a favouradle recep- 
tion, and your lordihip will reflect with pleaſure, that your 
bounty has reſcued him from miſery, and enabled his fa- 
mily to enjoy thoſe comforts of life to wiica they have 
long been ſtrangers. 


F 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


To the ſame, for a Tide-waiter's Place in the Cuſlom- Houſe. 


To the Right Honourable the Firſt Lord Comm ener of the Trea- 
jur. | 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, 


T HAT your petitioner had the misfortune to be 


brought up in a trade, which at preſent is ſo bad, 
that few hands are employed in it, and even thoſe can 


ſcarcely procure a ſubſiſtence. That your petitioner has 


ſought for every opportunity to obtain employment in vain, 
and at preſent is left in a very diſtreſſed condition. That 
your petitioner being deſirous to apply himfelf to fone 
uſeful employment, and finding that ſome tide-waiters are 
at preſent wanting on the river, has, with tie greateit 
humility, preſumed to beg of your lordſhip to be employ- 
ed as one. He is ready to produce proofs of his ability 
to diſcharge the duty of that ſtation, and if ſo happy a: 


to ſeem worthy of your lordſhip's notice, he ſhall, on a!l 
R | | 


2 
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occaſions, obſerve the ſtricteſt fidelity, and make it ap- 
pear to the world that he has not been unworthy of your 
favour. = RR. 2 8 

Aud, as in duty bound, ſball ever pray. 


N PE OR TENT It er 


To the ſame, for a Place in the Exciſe. 


To the Right Honourable the Firftl Lord Commiſſioner of the Treas 


fury. 
The bumble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH), | 


HAT your petitioner had the misfortune not to be 
brought up to any other employment than that of a 
gentleman's ſervant, in which ſtation he continued till laſt 
year, when he married, and was diſcharged from his place. 
Tun; vont petitioner being out of all manner of employ- 
ment, and having learned the whole art and myſtery of 
gvaging, he has preſumed to addrefs himſcif to your lord- 
ſnhip, for one of the preſent vacant places of a common 


exciſeman, in any part of the kingdom where your lord- 


| Nip ſhall think proper to order. His conduct has always 
been blameleſs, and his character will bear the ſtricteſt 
enquiry, and on all occaſions he will make it his prin- 
cipal ſtudy to diſcharge every part of his duty with the 
utmoſt fidelity. — 
| | And, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


From a decayed Tradeſman, to the Preſident and Governors of 
Cbr.ſt's Hoſjita!, for the Adimiſſion of a Boy on that Foundation, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


 SHEWETH, 

. 5 AT your petitioner has lived many years in credit, 
but through long ſickneſs, and many loſſes in trade, 

is unable to beſtow upon his youpgeſt ſon an education 
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ſuitable to qualify him for an honeſt employment, by which 
he might become uſeful in ſociety. That your petitioner 
is a freeman of the city of London, and while in proſpe- 
rity ſerved all the offices in his pariſh. That his other 
children are ſo far grown up as to be already bound ap- 
prentices to different trades, without ever having any aſ- 
ſiftance either from public or private charities. That 
your petitioner would not have made this requeſt, had he 
not been impelled by the greateſt neceſſity. That your 
petitioner has nothing more to ſubſiſt on, but what he 
earns by his daily labour, and which is ſcarce ſafficient to 
procure him the neceſfaries of life. In conſideration of 
which he humbly begs your honours will be pleaſed to 
take the premiſes into conſideration, and admit a friend- 
leſs boy on your foundation. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, tall ever pray. 


From a young Man, late Uſher 20 an Academy, to be adnitied æ 
Clerk in the bank. | 


Ta. the Governors and Directors of the Bank of England. : 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETHs 


HAT your petitioner was formerly uſher and ac- 
comptant in an eminent academy in Surry ; but ha- 
ving lately married, was diſcharged from his office, as 
none but ſingle men are permitted to reſide in thoſe ſemi- 
naries. That your petitioner being willing to do every 
thing in his power for a ſupport as an honeſt man, and 
being properly qualified to diſcharge all the duties incum- 
bent on a clerk of the Bank, he has preſumed to take 
this method of applying to the honourable directors. His 
character will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry, and ſeveral gen- 
tlemen will give ſufficient ſecurity for any truſt repoſed 
in him. He has the greater reaſon to hope for ſucceſs, 
as he is not capable of following any other employment, 
!aying only that of the pen 1 and if ſo happy as to obtain 


3 6 
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his requeſt, it ſhall be his conſtant ſtudy to diſcharge with 
fidelity, every duty of that ſtation, Fa; 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


— r 


From a diſabled Porter, to the Poſtmuſter-General, to be admitted 
| as a Leiter-Carrier. 
To the Right Honourable the Poſimaſley. General. 


„ 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


_ 


SHEWETH, 


THAT your petitioner was brought up to the buſine(; 
of a porter, and by extreme hard labour procured a 


ſubſiſtence for himſelf, together with a wife and four 
children. That your petitioner had the misfortune one 
day to fall down under a load, by which two of his ribs 
were broken, and otherwiſe ſo much hurt, as to be un- 
able to carry loads for the future. That your petitioner 
was fix months in St. Thomas's hoſpital, during which 
time his wife and family were in a flarving condition, 
being obliged to pawn their clothes for the common ne- 
ceſſaries of life. That when your petitioner was diſ- 
charged from the hoſpital, he conſidered it as his duty to 
lock for ſome employment ſuitable to the weak ſtate in 
which his misfortune had left him. That having heard 
that one of your meſſengers was dead, and being well ac- 
quainted with every part of the town, he thought him- 
telf properly qualified to act as a letter-carrier, and for 
that purpoſe has preſumed to preſent this petition to your 
lordſhip. That your petitioner's character will bear the 
ſtricteſt enquiry, and if ſo happy as to ſucceed, will give 
ſecurity (if demanded) and in all things act with the 
greateſt fidelity. | 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray). 


J od one Can 1. Ü ae re ̃ t, a 
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* : 


From a young Man, to be admitted as @ Purſer, in the Eaſt. India 
| Service. pt 


To the Chairman and Directors of the Honourable United Faſt-In- 
| dia Company. 


The humble Petition of A.B. 
SHEWETH, 


K Ye AT your petitioner ſerved an apprenticeſhip to a 
ſilk-mercer, and was diſcharged with a proper cer- 
tificate of his upright behaviour. That not having 
money to ſet up as a maſter, and being but little acquaint- 
ed with the world, he was obliged to look out for ſome 
other employment ; and having an earneſt defire to viſit 
foreign countries, he has prefumed to addreſs himſelf to 
the directors of the Eaſt-India Company, in hopes of ob- 
taining the place of one of their purſers. Certificates will 
be given of his ability for that office, ſecurity depoſited 
for whatever truſt is lodged with him, and his duty diſ- 
charged with the ſtricteſt fidelity. That your petitioner 
is at preſent out of all manner of employ ment, and would 
willingly ſpend his youth in being uſeful to himſelf and 
conſtituents; nor does he deſire any further encourage- 
ment than his merit ſhall apparently entitle him to, and 
if ſo happy as to ſucceed, ſhall, | | 


As in duty bound) ever pray. 


To the fame, from a young Centleman, to be Surgeon's Mate. 


To the Charman and Directors of the Honourable United Eaſt In- 
| | dia Company. e 
Jie humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, | | 
HAT your petitioner ſerved an apprenticeſhip to an 


eminent ſurgeon in the country, and Afterwards at- 
tended the practice of the different hoſpitals in London; 
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that having been examined at the company's hall, he 
was diſcharged with a certificate of his ability to exerciſe 
the profeſſion of a ſurgeon, either at home or abroad. 
That your petitioner being young, would willingly ſpend: 
ſome part of his time in viſiting diſtant nations, particu- 
larly the Eaſt-Indies, in order to make himſelf acquainted 
with the diſorders peculiar to thefe climates : that not 
having it in his power to go at his own expence, he has 
preſumed to ſolicit the honourable directors to be admit- 
ted ſurgeon, or ſurgeon's mate, on board of one of their 
outward-bound ſhips; and as he preſumes: that his abilities 
will be found ſufficient for the diſcharge of his duty, fo 
likewiſe it ſhall be his principal ſtudy to treat every one of 
the patients committed to his care with the greateſt hu- 
manity. That your petitioner ſhali, in all things, con- 


form to the rules preſcribed for his conduct, and if ſo 


happy as to ſucceed, ſhall, Ts 
5 As in duty bound, ever pray. 


To the ſame, from a Labourer, defiring to be admitted a Porter. 


To the Chairman and Directors of the Honourable United Eaft-In< 
di Company. | 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWET H; 


#FTHAT your petitioner has ſerved ſixteen years as a: 
1 labourer in the tea-warehouſe belonging to the ho- 


nourable company, and that during the above time he has 
conſtantly attended his duty, and his conduct has been al- 
ways approved of*by his ſuperiors. That your petitioner 
is now the oldelt labourer in the houſe, nor has he had 


any * to ſubſiſt on during the whole time of his ſer- 


vitude, beſides his ſtated wages. That he has brought 


up a large family of children, and has at preſent a ſickly 


Wife, far advanced in years. That the elder porter of 


that department to which I belong being lately deceaſed, 
and there being ſeveral candidates to ſucceed him, I have 
laid hold of the ſame opportunity with them; and al- 
though I have not any fault to find in the condu@ of 


my opponents, yet it is poſſible the following circum- 


ſtances may plead in my favour, viz. My long ſervitude, 
—my advanced years, —and my wife's infirmities; and 
if in compaſſion to my diſtfeſs you will be pleaſed to grant 
my requeſt, it ſhall be the buſineſs of my future life to 
act with the ſame conſcientious fidelity in a more elevated 
ſtation, as I have always done in that of a more inferior. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From an aged Genilewoman in Diſtreſs, to a Gentleman, a di- 
ſtant Relation. 


To J. 8. Ejq. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH), | | 


Hax your petitioner has the honour to be nearly re- 
| lated to your family, your mother being my aunt. 
That your petitioner, whilſt very young, was married to 
an eminent merchant in Briſtol, with whom ſhe lived 
happy many years. 'That your petitioner's huſband was 
largely engaged in the trade to the coaſt of Guinea, and 
the Weſt-Indies. That during the late war he had ſhares 
in ſeveral ſhips trading to and from thofe parts, and in 
their laſt voyage he unfortunately forgot to inſure them. 
That two of thoſe ſhips were attacked and taken by a 
French privateer, which obliged your petitioner's huſ- 


band to ſtop payment, and his creditors took out a com- 
miſſion of bankruptcy, That your petittoner's huſband 
was ſo affected with his loſs, that he ſoon after died of 


a broken heart, and left your petitioner deſtitute of every 
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neceſſary of life. That your petitioner, confiding in your 
great humanity, hath preſumed to addreſs herſelf to you. 
The ſmalleſt matter either towards my immediate ſub- 
ſiſtence, or future ſupport, ſhall be received with the 
greateſt thankfulneſs, and acknowledged with gratitude 
to the lateſt period of my life. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


From a decayed Citizen to an opulent Alderman, awho had been 
2 | his Acquaintance in his Youth. 


To the avor hipful Sir John Freeman, Knight, and Alderman of 
| * * . 7 | | 


Leadan. 
The humble Peiliion of A. B. 


SHEWETH, 
Hax your petitioner ſerved his ayprenticeſhip in the 


city of London, to an eminent grocer, and after- 


wards became ſhopman to another of the ſame profeſſioh. 
That your petitioner having, by his induſtry, ſaved ſome 
money, entered into buſineſs for himſelf. That having; 
at a great expence, attcd up a ſhop, he ſent large quan- 
tities of goods to country ſhopkeepers : that he was 
obliged to pay their notes to his creditors, and before they 
became due many of thoſe dealers became inſolvent, and 
your petitioner was obliged to receive their notes, and 
make good the deficieacies. That your petitioner, after 


ſtruggling to maintain his reputation as an honeſt man, 
was obliged to ſtop payment, and ſubmit to the diſagree- 


able neceſſity of becoming a bankrupt. That when your 
petitioner had obtained his certificate, he had not where- 
withal to enter into trade, and a journeyman's wages was 
not ſufficient to ſupport his family. In circumſtances fo 
diſtreſſing, your petitioner bethought himſelf of making 
his caſe known to your worſhip. He reflects, with plea- 


Fr. 
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ſure, on the many pleaſant hours he has ſpent in your 
company, when we were in the ſame claſs at Merchant- 
taylors-{choolz and if you will be pleaſed to interpoſe 


ſo far in his favour, as to procure him credit to open ſhop 


as a grocer once more in the place where he was original- 
ly bred to that buſineſs, and if he is ſo happy as to ſuc- 
ceed, his whole conduct in future life thall be one con- 
tinued act of uniform virtue. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a decayed Citizen to the Livery, for the Place of Bridge- 
hn Mafter, 


o the Livery of the City of London, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
5 HEWET E, 


' HAT your petitioner ſerved his apprentieeſhip in the 

city of London, and was entered free of the Haber- 
daſhers? company. That he t up for himſelf as a maſter, 
and carried on buſineſs with credit and reputation for 
the ſpace of near thirty years: that during that time he 
brought up a large family of children, and gave them an 
education ſuitable to their ſtation in life ; that during the 
"courſe of his trade, he met with a great variety of loſſes, 
by the misfortunes of ſome and the iniquity of others : 
That finding he was not able to make good his payments 
any longer, he ſold his whole ſtock in trade, and paid 
his creditors. twenty ſhillings in the pound, chooſing rather 
to ſuffer every hardſhip than involve another in diſtreſs. 
That your petitioner has ſerved all pariſh and ward- 
offices, and on all occaſions behaved as a good citizen: 
'That your petitioner has ſeveral times applied to the live- 
ry for ſome one of thoſe places in their gift, but hath 
veen hitherto diſappointed : That one of the places of 
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Bridge-maſter being now vacant, and your petitioner be- 
ing every way qualified for that office, has preſumed to 
ſolicit the votes and intereſt of his fellow-citizens. Secu- 
rity will be given for his fidelity, and he will, on every 
occaſion, acknowledge your kindneſs with gratitude. 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a poor woman, whoſe huſband was lately dead, ſoliciting 
for a weekly Penſion from the Pariſh. 


To the Miniſter, Church-wardens, and Overſeers of the Pariſh 
5 of B. | 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, 


1 your petitioner's late huſband was a laborious, 


and induſtrious honeſt man; that he was both by 
birth and ſervitude one of your pariſhioners. That whilſt 
he enjoyed his health, it was his conſtant practice to do 
every thing in his power for the ſupport of his family: 


That he was lately ſeized with a violent fever, which, af- 


ter two weeks illeeſs, terminated in his death: That your 
petitioner was left entirely deſtitute, with three helpleſs 


children: That your petitioner is willing to do every 
thing in her power towards their ſupport by her own. 


labour; but that being inſufficient, ſhe has preſumed to 
preſent a ſtate of her caſe to you, humbly praying that a 
ſmall matter may be allowed her weekly, which, with 
the profits arifing from her labour, will enable her to 
bring up her children uſeful members of ſociety. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pro. | 


Vr 


tion 


ray. 


* 
ey 


* 
2 
E 
7 
25 
* 
FR 
L 
. 
. 
[i 
0 
7 
* 
95 
c 
2 
2 
by 
DIS 
"53 
1 
x 
I 
Be 
24Þ 
FE 
» 
3 
LY 
: 


— 


FETITIONS, . 205 


From a cborking Man to the Truſtees of a Charity- School, in be- 


half of a Boy. 
To the Truftees of B. 
' The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH), 


1 your petitioner was brought up to the trade 


of a ſnoe - maker: that he has followed that employ- 
ment in your pariſh theſe ten years, and behaved himſelf 


ſoberly and honeſtly : that your petitioner has a large fa- 


mily of children, and his principal defire is to ſee them 
brought up as uſeful members of ſociety : that the ſmall 
ſam he receives as wages for his work, is not ſufficient 
for ſo beneficial a purpoſe; and knowing that your ſchool 
is eſtabliſhed for inſtructing the children of the induſtrious 
poor, he humbly prays that his ſon, a boy of fix years of 


age, may be admitted, in order to qualify him for ſome 


vietul employment. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a poor Man in diſtreſſed Circumſtances, to a Gentleman why 
lived in the ſame Neigbbourhood, 8 


To E. L. Ef. 


The humble Petition of Ac. B. 


SHEWETH, 


Ir your petitioner was brought up to the trade 
of a cabinet - maker, and by conſtant application to 
bufineſs was able to ſupport himſelf, together with » wife 
and four children. That about fx months ago your i- 
tonet was ſeized with a fevc » illneſs, which has confined 
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him to his bed ever fince. That during the time he was 
obliged to pawn his clothes, and every neceſſary, in order 
to procure a ſubſiſtence for himſelf and family. That 
being ſtill in a languiſhing condition, and deſtitute of 


every manner of ſubſiſtence, I have ventured, in great 


humility, to lay my diſtreſſed caſe before you. The 
ſmalleſt matter for an immediate ſupport will be ever 
gratefully acknowledged. | 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


from a poor Widow, 10 4 Lady with whom ſbe had formerly lived 
| as a Servant. 


To the Right Honourable the Counteſs of P. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, | 


of Hon your Petitioner was formerly one of your do- 


meſtice ſervants in the character of chambermaid : 
that ſhe was married from your Ladyſhip's houſe to John 
Porter, a victualler, at the ſign of the Red-Lion in 
Thrift-ftreet : that your petitioner's huſband lately died 
igfolvent, and left your petitioner with five young children, 
helpleſs and unprovided for : that your petitioner being 
well convinced of your ladyſhip's great goodneſs, has pre- 
ſumed to approach you in this manner, earneſtly pray- 
ig that your Jadyſhip will deign to look with compaſſion 
on a diſtreſſed widow, and take under your kind protec- 
tion one or more of her helpleſs children, ſo as they may 
be brought up in the paths of virtue. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 
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From the Widow of a Sailor, requeſting that her Daughter might 


be admitted into the Aſylum, 


70 the Right Honourable the Preſident and Vice- Preſidents of the . 


Ahlum for Orphans, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH,: | | 


N your petitioner is the widow of M. late ma- 
riner on board his Majeſty's Ship the Revenge: That 
your petitioner's huſband was kiled on board the ſaid 
ſhip, fighting in defence of his Majeſty's perſon and go- 


vernment: That your petitioner had the misfortune to 
be left with an infant daughter, whom ſhe has by her 


labour ſupported till this time: That your petitioner is 
earneſtly deſirous that her child might receive ſuch an 
education as would qualify her for an uſeful member of 
ſociety ; and as it is not in the power of your petitioner 


to be at that expence, ſg humbly prays that her daugh- 


ter, who is now ſeven years of age, may be admitted as 


one of the orphans of your foundation. 
And pour Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a diſcbarged Soldier, to bs admitted into Chelſea- Hoſpital. 
To the Honourable Lieutenant- General B. Governor of Chelſea, 8c. 


The bumble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, PL 15 

of $1eo4 your petitioner ſerved twenty years as a private 
| centinel in the twelfth regiment of foot, and during 
the whole time behaved as became a good ſoldier: That 
he was in every engagement during the laſt war in Ame- 


rica: and although he did not receive any wounds, yet 


when he returned to his native country, his health was ſo 
much impaired, that the commanding officer was obliged 
| — 


* —— — _—_ 8 * . 
— 4 i 5 * 1 RI * 7 n 5 bo 
2 —— 4 r 
3 * * . — 
2: — 4 o — «mg 2 mm <P 
* r . ns — 
— 1 9 3 


4 t 
: 
1 
1 
[ [ 
| 
: 
= 
: 
i 
it 
1 
IF 2 
> x 
- * 
1 
1 7 
Ft 
q 
*4 
1 
4 
if 
= 2 
FS: 
7 
1 
th 
i 
i 
li 
+ 12 
18% 
wr 7 
a! 
© Fe 
. 
[5 
: 
1. 
n p 
Li 
f 
1 J 
wo 
1 
i 
4 n 
s 
1 
q 
1 
Br 
w_ 
hs ” 
oY 
5 
1 
= 
1 
1 Fx 
4 5 
ny 
7 
. 
2 
* . 
.- 
i118 
i 
#1. 
» 1 
4 . 
[+ 
. 
8 
: : . 
on | 
3+ - 
} 
Pt 
. 1 * 
1 
. 
"4 
1 
2 
N 
"1 
1 
1 
A) 
fo 
"> 
\, 
: 2 
3 A 
TT \ 
1 2. 
111 
7 1 
+. 58 by 
: oy - 
io 
ot 
70 
8 
8 
£3. 
; . 
1 
14 
pf 
NB 
w_ 
\ 9 
1 
114 
ky 
i 
. 1 
[4 
* 
Mt 
4 
.- 
d 
* 
- = 
* 
1 
? 
4 


rr 


208 PETITIONS. 


to diſcharge him from the regiment : That your petitioner 
not having been brought up to any trade, has no other 
way of procuring a ſubſiſtence, but by applying to your 
Honour to be admitted either as an in or out-penfioner on 
the royal foundation at Chelſea. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bouud, ſhall ever pray. 


From a Sailor, to be admitted on the Cheſt at Chatham, 
To the Honourable the Commiſſioners of the Nawy, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, 


* AT your petitioner ſerved ten years on board the 
1 Dreadnought, where he received a wound in his 


ſhoulder, which occaſioned his being diſcharged, and when 


he returned to his native country, he found himſelf unable 
to work for his living: That having faithfully, and at 
the hazard of his life, ſerved his King and Country, he 
humbly hopes that your honours will conſider him as a fit 
object of being admitted as a penſioner on the ſeamens? 
cheſt at Chatham. | | 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


”— 


From a Girl of the Tuaun, ts be admitted into the Magdalen. 


To the Right Honourable the Prefident and Gowernors of the Mag- 


dalen, for the Reception of penitent Proſtitutes. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
 SHEWETH, Mx 
HAT your petitioner had the misfortune to be ſe- 
duced by a young man under promiſe of marriage, 
altho' he afterwards deſerted her: That your petitioner 


being with child, was diſcharged from her ſervice, and 


| aſhamed to returned to her relations: That being admitted 
into one of the lying-in-hoſpitals, ſhe was delivered of a 
dead child. That finding her character was ruined, ſus 


a, ty tw wv 7 
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unhappily contracted an acquaintance with ſome women 
of the town, who led her into all manner of debauchery : 
That being truly ſenſibſe of her guilt, and willing to re- 
turn to the paths of virtue, ſhe has preſumed to apply to 
your worſhips, humbly praying that ſhe may be admitted 


on your foundation, and ſolemnly promiſes that her life 
ſhall be uniformly virtuous. TY 


And, as in duty bound, ſball ever pray. 


From a Soldier to his Colonel to be diſcharged. 
Jo the Honcurable Colonel B. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH,. 


Ef do your petitioner has ſerved ten years in the re- 


& giment commanded by your honour, and during the 
whole time has always behaved as became a good ſoldier : 
That having a wife and children in a diſtant part of the 
kingdom, and being very defirous of ſettling with them, 
moſt humbly prays that your honour. will. be. pleaſed to 


diſcharge him from the ſervice. . 


And your Petitoner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


| From 4 decayed Tradefman, to be admitted a Beadle of a Company 
|. To the Maſter, Wardens, and Court of Afiftants of the Worſbipful - 


Company of Statiners. . | 
The humble Pelitian of A. B. 
SHEWETH,. | IE 
HAT your petitioner was bred. to the buſineſs of 2 
- ſtationer, and carried on trade for himſelf many years; 
but by loſſes, and many other misfortunes, he is, with an 
aged wife, almoſt deſtitute of ſubſiſtence : That the place 
of beadle to your company being now vacant, he humbly 
ſolicits your votes and r to ſueceed · to that emꝑloy 
3— . 
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ment, and by a conſcientious regard to his duty, ſhall en- 
deavour to merit the favour of his conſtituents. 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a Perſon afflicted with a dropſy, to be admitted into an Hoſ- 
| 8 pital. f | : 
To the Preſident and Governors of St. George" s-Heſpital, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


_ SHEWETH, | | | 
1 your petitioner has been long afflifted with 

the dropſy, and having ſpent all that he could pro- 
cure in paying for medicines, is ſtill in the ſame unhappy 
condition as before; nor does he conceive any hopes of 
recovery, unleſs he is admitted as patient in your hoſpi- 
tal: That your petitioner is a real object of charity, and 
humbly begs to be taken under your care. 


And, as in duty bound, Rall ever pray. 


— FFC * — 
i | 
os 


From à Perſon affiifted with the Venereal Niſeaſe, to, be admitted 


into the Lock- Hoſpital. | 
To the Prefident and Governors of the Lock-Heſpital, 
| The humble Petition of A. B. 

SHEWETH, 1 | 
A your petitioner has the misfortune to labour 
under the effects of the venereal diſeaſe: That your 
petitioner, in order to conceal his ſname, applied to ſe- 
veral of thoſe perſons called quacks, who gave him from 
time to time large quantities of their medicines; but, ſo 
far from removing my diſorder, that J found myſelf worſe 
than at firſt: That your petitioner having heard of your 
charitable foundation for the relief of the diſtreſſed, has 
preſumed to beg that you will be pleaſed to admit him 
into your hoſpital, until ſuch time as he is perfectly re- 
covered. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 
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From a Stranger in Diſtreſs io the Lord Mayor, for a Paſs to his 


legal Settlement. 
To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor. 
| The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, e : 

AT your petitioner was ſervant to a nobleman who 
lately made the tour of Europe: That your peti- 
tioner accompanied him during the time of his travels, but 
unfortunately on his return he died at Paris: That under 
a variety of difficulties, your petitioner arrived at Calais, 
where he obtain a paſſport in his Majeſty's packet to 
Dover: That your petitioner is a native of Newcaſtle, in 
Northumberland, and is obliged to travel ſo far on foot: 


That he has not any thing wherewithal to defray his ex- 


pences ; and unleſs aſſiſted by the generoſity of the public, 


. muſt even periſh on the road: That your petitioner hum- 
bly prays, that your Lordſhip will be pleafed to ſign an 


order for his ſubſiſtence in the different counties through 
which he 1s obliged to paſs, before he arrives at his legal 
ſettlement. | | | 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


_— — — 


From a Priſoner for a ſmall Debt, to a Gentleman, celebrated for 
| his Humanity. | 


J G. E. Eſq; 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, | | 
HAT your petitioner has laboured many years to 


provide for a family of young children: That hav- 


ing been ſome weeks out of employment, he was obliged 
to contract a ſmall debt at a chandler's. ſhop : That your 


wings intended to-pay it as ſoon as he poſſibly could, 


ut his inexorable creditor ſent him a ſummons to the 


county court, and took out an execution againſt. him, and 
he is now a. priſoner in Newgate, and his children ſtarving 


for want of bread ; That your petitioner has often heard 
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of your great goodneſs to your fellow creatures in diſtreſs. 
The whole debt and coſts for which I am confined does 
not exceed forty ſhillings ;- and if you will be pleaſed to 
interpoſe ſo far in my favour as to ſet me at liberty, and 
. reſtore me to my family, my future life ſhall be one con- 
tinued act of gratitude. 


And, as in duty bound » Mall ever pray. 


Ns 
— — —  — — 


From | a decayed Citizen, to be admitted io the Place if City- 


Mar ſbal. 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and the * Court 


of Aldermen, 


— * be humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, 


HAT your petitioner has been on the livery of the 


city of London above twenty years, and carried on 


with reputation the trade of a wine-merchant; but through 


a variety of loſſes in trade, and long ficknets in his family, 
he was obliged to compound with his creditors, and retire 
from buſineſs : That your petitioner is at preſent out of 


all manner of employment, and would willingly ſucceed 


your late Marſhal ; and if ſo happy as to be conſidered 
worthy of your choice, he will, on every occaſion, endea- 


vour to diſcharge the duties of his ſtation with the utmoſt 


| — 
And, as in duty bound, ball ever pray. 


From a Tradeſman in diſtreſſed 8 to his Principal 
Creditors, for a Letter of Licence. 
. D. E. . 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, 


of np your petitioner hath lon carried on buſineſs, 
and brought up a numerous family : That having 
lately truſted goods to a conſiderable amount, to a per- 


fon in whom he placed the greateſt confidence, he ſoon 
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after became inſolvent, and he was obliged to ſtop pay- 
ment: That although his debts are but ſmall ſums, yet 
being liable to be arreſted, and confined in priſon, he has 
taken this method of applying to you, his worthy eredi- 
tors: That your petitioner having hopes of retrieving his 
loſſes in a little time, moſt humbly begs that you will be 
pleaſed to fign the incloſed letter of licence, by which. 
your petitioner will be enabled to follow his buſineſs with- 
out interruptions _ + 
And, as in duty bound, he will ever pray, 


_ 


— 


From a Lieutenant on Half-pay, to be employed in actual Service; 


To the Right Honourable the Firfl Lord Commiſſioner of the dd. 
„ ; 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, 3 1 
THAT during the laſt war your petitioner obtained a 
commiſſion as a lieutenant of marines, and was in 


ſeveral different engagements : That at the concluſion of 
the war he was reduced to live on half-pay, and fince that 


time has had nothing but that ſmall pittance to ſubſiſt on; 


but as ſome of his Majeſty's ſhips are going to be put in- 
to commiſſion, he humbly begs to be employed in actual 
ſervice in defence of his king and country. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall euer pray. 


— x ——ů—— P ·;ðẽ—V» (M 


From a Perſon who had formerly been a Purſer, to le reiuſtated in 
the ſame Employment, _ 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, < | | : 
HAT your petitioner. ated as Purſer on. board his 
Majeſty's ſhip the Revenge, during the whole of the 
laſt war ; that when he was diſcharged: he ſought for em- 
ploy ment among ſeveral. tradeſmen, but unfortunately 
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 SHRWETH, © | 8 
"DONT your petitioner having unfortunately married 
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could find none, and therefore was obliged to live on the 


remainder of his wages: That your petitioner having - 


heard that ſeveral of his Majeſty's ſhips are going to be 


put into commiſſion, he has preſumed to addreſs himſelf : 


to your Lordſhip, and if ſo happy as to be reinſtated in 
his former employment, he wil make it his principal 


| ſtudy to diſcharge the duties of his ſtation with the ſtricteſt 


Adelity. 
And your Petitioner, as in duty bouz. \ ſhall ever pray. 


From a Gentleman in diſtreſſed Circumflances, to bis Tailor, for a 


Suit of Clothes, to enable him to appear decently, 
To Mr. Faircloth, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


a widow, in order to retrieve himſelf from a variety 
of misfortunes, under which he laboured at that time, but 


to his great misfortune ſhe was greatly in debt: That your 


1 has at preſent an opportunity of entering into 
ufineſs, but from a variety of afflictions is not able to 
appear decently in the world. Being. yet is to be- 
come an uſeful member of ſociety, he has preſumed to 
addreſs himſelf to you. Vour petitioner, in his proſperi- 
ty, always employed you as his tailor, and all he requeits 


at . preſent, is only, that you will be pleaſed to-truſt him 


with one ſuit of clothes for a few months. 
And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


5 | | — — 


From a poor working Man, who had been impreſſed for Sea. 
To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Admiralty, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, x 
FT HAT your petitioner has all his life been a hard- 
working induſtrious man, and at preſent has a wite 


T 
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and four children, who have nothing to ſubſiſt on but 


your petitioner's wages as a journey man carpenter: That 
your petitioner, laſt night returning from his work to his 


family, was ſtopped by a preſs- gang, and carried on board 


a tender in the river, where he now is; that being utterly 


unacquainted with the ſea, and as inevitable ruin will be 
the conſequence to his family, he earneſtly begs that your 
, Lordſhips will order him to be diſcharged. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


From a poor Clergyman for bis Son's being admitted a Scholar in 


the Charter-Houſe. | 
Jo the Right Honourable the Governors of the Charter- Houſe, 
 . The humble Petition of A,B, 


3 SHEWETH, FE | 5 | | | TE | 2 
bf Hs AT your -pettioner received a liberal education, 
and took the degree of Maſter of Arts in the Univer- 


ſity of Oxford: That your petitioner, whilſt very young, 
entered into holy orders, but never could obtain any other 
preferment than a ſmall curacy; that having a large fa- 
mily of children, and being willing to ſee them credit- 
| ably ſettled in the world, and having a ſon who is defirous 


to acquire the knowledge of the claſſics, he humbly prays 


that he may be admitted as a ſcholar in the Charter- 
: Houſe. 5 | | 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, Gall ever pray. 


— — a 1_— REA AER DI En poo 


-To the ſame „from an aged and decayed Tradeſman, to be admitted 


à Penſioner. 
Jo the Right Honourable the Governors of the Charter- Houſe, 

= The humble Petition of A. B. 
SH EWETH, 1 | 1 ry 
of Hp AT your petitioner has lived many years in credit 
as a grocer, and brought up a large family of chil- 
dren: That having been afflicted with long illneſs, his 
buſineſs was utterly neglected; and by many other loſſes 


* 
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he was obliged to let his ſhop, after having pail all hie 
juſt debts : That your petitioner ＋ 27 not only deſtitute 
of all manner of employment, but alſo in great want of 
every neceſſary of life, he humbly begs to be admitted a 
penſioner in the Charter-Houſe. 


And, as in duty band; ſhall ever pray. 


From a Widoaw to the Puftices at the Quarter- g un, to obtain 
Licence for keeping a Public Houſe. 


To the Worſhipful the Fuftices of D. 
The humble Pelition of A. B. 

 SHEWETH, 
HAT your petitioner*s late huſband was an eminent 
carpenter, and carried on a very conſiderable trade, 
but dying ſuddenly, his affairs were left in a very perplex- 
ed manner; and when your petitioner employed one to 
fate the whole of her huſband's debts and -credit, there 
was not above one hundred pounds remaining for herſelf : 
That your petitioner has fix children utterly unprovided 
for, nor knows of any other way to procure them a ſub- 
ſiſtence, but by keeping a public-houſe : That ſhe has 
not money ſufficient to pay the good-will of one in the 
common manner, and having a neat convenient houſe left 
| her by her huſband, ſhe humbly begs that "_— Worlhips 
will be pleaſed to grant her a licence. 


Aud, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


PS a poor Man, eb Goods had been feized for Rent, to 


worthy Gentleman i in the ſame Neighvonrbord, | 
Jo R. D. EG. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
3 EW 1H, 
1 AT your petitioner has always laboured hard to 


ſupport his family: That his wife and two of his 


children having been long confined to a fick bed, run him 
3 
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to ſo much expence, that he had it not in his power to 
pay his landlord half-a-year's rent due lait quarter-day, 
That your petitioner's landlord came yeſterday and ſeized 
his goods, and unleſs redeemed in five days, they will be 


_ appraiſed and fold : That your petitioner has often heard 
of your great humanity to the afflicted, and humbly begs. 


that you will ſo far interpoſe, as to ſave a poor honeſt man 
and his family from being turned into the ſtreets, 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


—— * 


— 


From a Sailer, late in the Merchants Service, to be admitted as 


a Penſioner. | 


To the Directors of the Office for wounded Seamen in the Mer- 


chants Service, = 


| The humble Petition of A. B. 


HAT your petitioner ſerved as a ſeaman on board 


the Ship Nightingale, trading to the Levant : Thar 
your petitioner continued near twenty years in the ſaid 


ſervice, until he was diſabled by a fall from the mizzen- 


maſt, by which one of his arms was broken, and other- 
wiz ſo much bruiſed, that he is utterly incapable of going 
to ſea: That not having been brought up to any other 
employment, and deſtitute of every neceſſary of life, he 
humbly begs to be admitted as cue of your penſioners. 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


—— mal) > 


From 2. friendleſs Boy, to the Directors of the Marine Society. 
To the Directors of the Marine Society, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETHz 


| 1 your petitioner's only remaining parent died 


few weeks ago, and left your petitioner as an help- 

leſs orphan: That your petitioner is fif een years old, 
and in good health, and would be willing to be employed 
1 
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in his Majeſty's Navy, in whatever ſtation your honour 
ſhall think proper to appoint ; and if ſo happy as to be 


admitted, ſhall at all times, and on every occaſion, diſ- 
charge his duty with the greateſt cheerfulneſs. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, hall ever pray, 


From a Hackney Coachman who had charged more than his Fare, 
To the Hon, tbe Commiſſioners for licenſing Hackney Coaches, 
The humble Petition of A. B, 

SHEWETH, | 1 
HAT your petitioner was hired from the ſtand at 
1 Charing-crols, to carry a fare to Richmond in Surry, 
and again to Fleet- ſtreet: That your petitioner not being 
well acquainted with the prices, charged ſixpence more 


than his due, for which he is ſummoned to appear before 


your honours : That your petitioner is ſenſible of his fault, 
and extremely ſorry for his conduct; and humbly prays, 
that, as it is the firſt time he ever was guilty, and his 
fault ariſing from ignorance, your honours will be pleaſed 
to excuſe him this tine. | 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


Pau 


From a Hackney Bagchman who had been illegally ſummoned. 
To the Hon. Commiſſioners for licenſing Hacdaey Coaches, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


 SHEWETH, 
of Ems your petitioner was employed to carry a fare 
to Enfield, which is ten miles, and for which your 


petitioner demanded only ten ſhillings ; but inſtead of 
being paid was grofsly abuſed, and at laſt ſummoned be- 


fore your honours : That your petitioner is always ready 
to oblige his maſters cuſtomers, and therefore humbly 
prays, that your honours will be pleaſed to order the fare 
to be paid, as alſo a proper recompence for the loſs of 


time. 


9 
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| From a Drayman, who had been taken riding on bus Drey, to the 


Sitting Alderman. 
To the Worſhipful Sir W. B. 


The bumble Petition of A. B. 
SHEW ETH, 


HAT your petitioner lately came from the country, 


and was employed as a drayman; That being uſed to 
ride in the country, he did not know, nor was ever told, 
that it was contrary to the law in London, and there- 
fore was inadvertently guilty, without any deſign of 
giving offence : That your petitioner is ſincerely ſorry 
for his fault, and promiſes never to offend in the ike 
manner again, and therefore humbly prays, that your 
worſhip will be pleaſed to forgive this his firit fault. 

And Jour n as in duty bound, 8882 ever Fay: 


—_— * 


| | Prom a W atchman, who had got drunk on his Stand, to the Church- | 


evardens, 8c. _ 
To the Churchwardens of C. 
The humble Petition of A. B, 
SHEWETH, 
HAT your petitioner has been 8 years employ- 
ed as a watchman in this pariſn, and always behaved 


ſoberly and regularly, till laſt night that he was unfortu- 
| nately adviſed to drink with ſome company, and ne 


tected his duty: That your petitioner is truly ſenſible of 
his folly, and heartily ſorry for his faalt, and humbly 
prays, that you will excuſe him this once, and ſolemnly 
promiſes never to be guilty in the like manner again. 
Aud your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


—— - — RE nn WIE 


From one to be admiited a Watchman. 
To the Churchwardens of C. 


The bumble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWE rz, 


F your petitioner has lived in good credit for- 


merly, but is now out of all manner of employment: 
That he looks upon himſelf as able to diſcharge the duty 
T 2 
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of a watchman in this pariſh ; and if fo happy as to de- 
ferve your notice, ſhall, on every occaſion, behave as an 
hoeneſt man, 5 | | 
And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From the Maſter of a T rading Vefel to the Lords of the Admiralty, 
| far a Preteaion for his Men, 


Te the Right Hon. the Lords Comm ſioners of the Admiralty, 
_ The hunible Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETHs, | 


1 AT your petitioner is now ready loaded for a 
coaſting voyage, but the preſs for ſeamen being ſo 
extremely violent, your petitioner cannot get men to work 
his ſhip, unleſs your lordſhips will be pleaſed to grant 
them your protection : That the intereſt and property of 
many families depend on the cargo I have now on board; 
and therefore, humbly beg your Lordihips to grant me 2 
protection for as many men as are neceſſary to work. the 
ſp. 
F Lud your Petitioner, as in duty lound, ſhall ever pray. 


r 5 
* L . _— 


From a Lieutenant on Half. pay to be employed in the Service, 
To the Right Honsurable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiral! „ 
The bumble Petition of A. B. 
SHEwwERETH, „ 5 5 
PAL your petitioner ſerved as a lieutenant during 
all the laſt war, and ever ſince has remained on halt- 
pay: That he is very deſirous of being employed in de- 
tence of the juſt rights of his country, and therefore hum- 
bly prays your Lordſhips to ſend him on board one of the 
ſhips now fitting out. = 
| And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever prays 


( IE. 
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From a poor Woman, to the Churchwardens of C. for the Cbriſ- 
mas Bounty of Coals. 


T: the Churchwardens of C. 


The humble Petitton of A. B. 


SHEWETH, 
HAT your petitioner was left a widow with two 
children, whom ſhe has continued to ſupport by her 


labour: That it has long been the practice of this pariſh 


to give coals, &c. to the induſtrious poor at this ſevere 
ſeaſon; and as your petitioner has never troubled the 
pariſh for any thing before, ſhe humbly prays that you 
will confider her as an object of charity. 

Aud jour Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever Pray. 


From a | decayed Teles, to have his Son a into Mer- 
Chant. Taylors! Schal. 


7 o the Maſter and Wardens of the Worſhipful 3 of Ma'- 


_ chant. Taylors. 


| Ti he humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, 


HAT your petitioner has long carried on trade in 
credit, and is free of your company; but having a 
numerous family, he is obliged to ſolicit the favour of 


the company to have his youngeſt ſon admitted as a ſcho- 
Jar on your foundation; and if ſo happy as to ſucceed in 


this firſt requeſt; he mall, 
As in duty bs, ever pray. 


For a Watchman's Place at the Sad; 


To the Honourable.the Chairman and Directirs of the Bank of 


England. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, | 
HAT your petitioner was brought up to the trade of 
a watch-gilder, but at preſent there 1s litile or no 
employ ment for hands 1 in 2 branch of bulineſs : That 
3 
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your petitioner has a wife and children, and at preſent 
nothing to ſupport them with: That a certificate of his 
honeſty and induſtry is ready to be produced, ſigned by 
three reputable houiekeepers; and if you will, in con- 
fideration of his diftreſs, appoint him one of your watch- 
men, he will diſcharge his duty with the utmoſt fidelity, 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


| | | | 1 978 


From a Widow to the Lord Almoner, for a Share of the King 
35 - Bounty. 85 | 
To the Right Rev. the Lord High Almoner. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHEWETH, | e ; 
HAT your Lordſhip's petitioner is the widow of an 
| eminent tradeſman, but by long ſickneſs and other 
afflictions reduced to the loweſt ſtate of poverty? That 
your petitioner has no relief from any.pariſh, but has been 
ſometimes charitably aſſiſted by the benevolence of ſome 
tender-hearted Chrſtians. That at preſent ſhe is in very 
great diſtreſs, and therefore humbly prays your Lordſhip- 
for what ſhare of. his Majeſty's royal bounty you ſhall 
think proper, | | . 
| | Aud, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a poor Widow to the Dean of Weftminfler, for the weekly 
Allowance of Bread and Mea nt the ibley, 
To the Reverend the Dean of Meſiminſter. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SEBWFTH, „ 5 
— HAT your petitioner has lived ſoberly and honeſtly 
many years, and always attended Divine ſervice : 
That at preſent ſhe is greatly diſtrefi:d in her circum- 
ſtances, although ſhe labours very hard for her living: 
'That there being now a vacancy in the number of poor 
widows who receive the weekly bounty, ſhe humbly begs 
to be admitted as one. | | 
| ; And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 
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From a poor Citizen, lo be admitted into Bantroft's Alms- Houſe, 
To the Worſhipful the Truſtees of Bancreft's Alms-Houſe. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, 3 No, 

"THAT your petitioner is a native of London, where 

he ſerved his apprenticeſhip, and afterwards carried 

on buſineſs for himſelf ; but by a variety of loſſes is now. 
reduced, in his old age, to ſolicit the relief of ſome pub- 
lic charity: That hearing there is at preſent a vacancy 

in your alms-houſe, he humbly begs to be admitted as. 

5 one of your penſioners, being well convinced your Wor- 

9 mips will find him a proper object of charity. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, Aall ever pray. 


VVV 


Erom a Vininer s Widow, to be admitted into the Company's Alms« 
| ; Hauſe. 5 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


SHEWETH, | | | 
HAT your petitioner's late huſband lived in great 
1 credit in Cheapſide, and was free of your company 
many years: That he died in very low circumſtances, and 
f left your petitioner, in her old age, wholly unprovided 
„ for: That vour petitioner is at preſent utterly deſtitute of 
3 all the neceſſaries of life, and therefore humbly. begs to 
1- be admitted into your alms houſe. 


* And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſball ever pray, 
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Froni a poor Widow to the Lord Chancellor. 
To the Right Hon. the Lord High Chancellor of Greai- Britain. 
The hamble Petition , A. B. 


SHEWETH, 


HAT: your Lordſhip? 8 | veri6oocr has boon long in- 
volved in a chancery ſuit, and has ſpent all her ſub- 
ſiſtance without being able to obtain a decree : That your 
petitioner not having money to proceed further, humbly 
begs your Lordſhip to ſuffer her to ſue in Forma Pauperis. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


| From the Wife of a Sailor who had been impreſſed. - 
To the Right Hon. the Lords of the Admiralty, 
The humble Petition o A, B. 


sn EWE TH, 


HAT your petitioner” 8 hoſband 1 been abſent 
from England theſe three years in the Eaſt-Indies, 
and was, upon his return, impreſſed into his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, before he had an opportunity of ſettling his affairs, 
or even ſeeing bis family: That your petidoner is in very 
diſtreſſed circumſtances, occaſioned by her huſband's ab- 
ſence, nor can ſhe receive his wages unleſs he were pre- 
ſent. May it therefore pleale your Lordiiips, in conſi- 
deration of your petitioner's. great diſtreſs, to grant an 
order for her huſband's diſcharge, or at leaſt a few weeks 
liberty for him to ſettle his affairs. 


Aud your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


e 
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Suitable Directions for Addręſſin ing Perſons of all Ranks, 


beth in Writing and Diſcourſe, 


IO the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, Sire, or May 
it pleaſe your Majefty. 
To his Royal Highneis George Prince of Wales, Sir, 
or, May it pleaſe your Royal Highne)s. _ 
In the ſame manner to the reſt of the Royal F amily, 


| To the Nobbi lity. 
To his Grace the Duke of S. 255 Lord Duke, or, May 
it pleaſe your Grace, or, Your Grace. 


To the Moſt Noble the Marquis of H. My Lord Mar- 


8 guts, your Lordſhip. 


To the Right Honourable the Earl of B. My Lord, 
Jour Lordjhip 

To the Right Honourable the Lord Viſcount D. wad 
Lerd, your Lordſhip. 

To the Right Honourable the Lord F. My Lord, vu 
Lordſbip. 

The Ladies are addreſſed according to the rank of their 
Huſbands. 

The Sons of Dukes, Marquiſes, and the eldeſt Sons of 
Earls have, by courteſy of Eng'and the Title of Lord and 
Right Henourable ; and the Title of Las 'y 1s given to their 
Daughters, 

The youngeſt Sons of Earls, the Sons of Viſcounts, 
and Barons, are ſtyled Eſquires, and H. nourable, and all 
their Daughters Honourad!e. 5 
The Title of Herourable is likewiſe: conferred on ſuch 
Perſons as have the King's Commiſſion, and upon thoſe 
Gentlemen who enjoy Places of Truſt and Honour. 

The Title of Rg, Honourable is given to no Com- 


moner, excepting thoſe who are Members of his Maje- 


ſty's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, and the three Lord 
Mayors of London, York, and Dublin, and the Lord Provoſt 


| of Edinburgh, during their Office. 


To the Parliament. | 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, M. Lor d, or, May it 


geeſe Jour Lordjhips, 
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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur⸗ 
geſſes in Parliament aſſembled, Gentlemen, or, May it pleaſe 
your Honours. 

To the Ripht Hon. Sir F. N. Speaker of the Houize of 


Commons, who is generally one of his Majeſty's Mot 
Honourable Privy Council, Sir 


70 the Chery. 


To the Moſt Reverend the Lord Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, My Lord, or, Your Grace. 


T'o the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of S. My 
Lord. 


To the Reverend the Dean of C. or Archdeacon, or 


Chancellor ot D or Prebendary, &c. Mr. Dean, Rewerend 
der, &C: 


Ail Rectors, Vicars, Curates, Laaer, and Clergy- 
men of other inferior denominations are ſtyled Reverend. 


9 the Officers of his Mojefty s houſehold, 


They are for the molt part addreſſed according to their 


Rank and Quality, though ſometimes agreeable to the _ 
Nature of their Office; as, My Lord Sieward, My Lord 
Chamberlain, Mr. Vice Chamberlain, & e. and in all Super- 
icriptions of Letters, which relate to Gentlemen's Em- 
ploy ments, their Style of Office ſhould never be omitted; 


and if they have more offices than one, you need mention 
only the higheſt, 


To the Soldiers and War vy. 

In the Army all Noblemen are ſtyle according to their 
Rank, to which is added their Emp:oy. 

To the Hon. A. B. Eſq, Lieutenant- General, Major- 
General, Erigadicr General of his Majeſty's Forces, Sir, 
Trur Honour. 

To the Right Honourable the E. of 8. Captain of his 
Majeſty's firſt Troop of Horſe Guards, Band of Gentle- 
men Peniioners, Band of Yeoman of the Guards, &c. 
My Lot 4, your Lordſhip. | 

11 Colonels are ſtyled Honourable ; all inferiors Officers 
ſhould have the name of their employment ſet firſt; as 
for Example, to Major W. C. to Captain T. H. &c. 

In the Navy all Admirals are ſtyled Honourable, and 


Noblemen according to Quality and Office. The e 
Oficers as in the Army, 
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To the Ambaſſadors, Secretaries, and Conſuls. 

All Ambaſſadors have the ite of Excellency added to 
their Quality, as have alſo Plenipotentiaries, foreign Gover- 
nors, and the Lord Lientenant and Lord Jſuſtices of Ireland. 

To his Excellency Sir B. C. Baronet, his Britannic 

_ Majeſty's Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 
Ottoman Porte, Sir, your Excellency. 
To his Excelloncy E. F. Eſg Ambaſſador to his Moſt. 
Chriſtian Majeſty, Sir, or your Excellency. 
To his Excellency the Baron d' A. his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty's Reſident at the Court of Great-Britain, Sir, your 
Erxcellency. 
To Seignior W. G. ſecretary from the Republic of 
Venice, Sir. 
To G. H. Eſq. his Britannic Majeſty? s Conſul at 
Smyrna, Sir. | 
To the Judges and, Lawyers. . 
All the Judges, if Privy-Counſellors, are ſtyled Right 
ez Honourable ; as for inſtance : 
"In; To the Right Honourable A. B. Lord High Chan- 
5 cellor of Great- Britain, My Lord, your Lordjhip. 
To the Right Honourable P. V. Maſter of the Rolls, 
; Sir, your Honour. 
: Jo the Right Hon. Sir G. L. Lord Chief Juſtice of 
FF the King's Bench, or of the Common Pleas, My Lord, 
your Lordjpip. 
To the Honourable A. B. Lord Chief Baron, Sir, or 
May it pleaſe you, Sir. 

To the Right Hon. A. D. Eſq. one of the Juſtices, or 
to Judge T. Sir, or May it pleaſe you, Sir. 
MO To Sir R. D. his Majeſty's Attorney, Solicitor, or Ad- 

vocate General, Sir. 

All others in the Law, according to the Offices and 
Rank they bear, every Barriſter having the Title of E/ 

guire given him. 


3 To the Lieutenancy and Magiſtracy. 
8 . To the Right Honourable G. Earl of C. Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Cuſtos Rotulorum of the County of Durham, 
d M Lord, your Lordſhip. 
* Io the Right Honourable B. C. Ei. Lord Mayor of 
4he City of Loadon, My Lord, your Lordſhip, 
* 
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All Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of the Peace have 
the Title of £/quire and Worſhipful, as Lave alſo all Sheriffs 
and Recorders. 

The Aldermen and Recorders of London are ſty led 
Right Werſhipful 5 as are all Mayors of Corporations, ex- 
cept Lord Mayors. 

To P. S. Eg. High Sheriff of the County of York, 
Str, your ate 44. 

To the Right Worſhipful 8. T. EI. Alderman of 
Tower Ward, London, Sir, your Worſhip. 

To the Right Worſhipful J. G. Recorder of the City 
of London, Sir, your Wer ſhip. 

The Governors of Hoſpitals, Colleges 1 Kc. which conſiſt 
of Magiſtrates, or have any ſuch among them, are ſtyled 
Right Worjhipful, or Worſhipful, as their Titles allow. 


FJ the Gewernors of the Crown, 

To his Excellency G. Lord o. Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, My Lord, your Excellency. 
To the Right Honorable C. Earl of D. Governor of 
Dover Caſtle, &c. My Lord, your Lordjhip. 

The ſecond Governors of Colonies appointed by the 
King are called Lieutenant- Governors. 

T hoſe appointed by Proprietors, as the Eaft India Com- 
pany, S c. are ſtyled Deputy Governors. 


To Incorporate Bodies. 
--"T'S the Honourable Court ct Directors of the United 
Company of Merchants trading to the Eaſt Indies, " cur 
Honours. 
To the Hon. the Sub Governor, Deputy Geber 
and Directors of the South- Sea Company, Your Hon:urs, | 
To the Hon. the Governor, Deputy Governor, and 
Directors of the Bank of England, Your Honours. | 
To the Maſter and Wardens of the Worſhipful . 
pany of Mercers, Your Worſhips, 


